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PREFACE. 


T was on the 30th April of hist year, that in a 
leading article of a London newspaper (the 
“Daily Telegraph,” 30th April, 18G8), I read 
the following expressions relating to the AVal- 
denses of Piemont. “ For sixteen hundred years, at least, 
the Waldenses have guarded the pure and primitive Chris- 
tianity of the Aiwstles. . . No one knows when or how the 
faith was first delivered to these mountaineers. . . Irenajus, 
Bishop of Lyons, in the second century found them a church. 
. . . These gallant hill-men have kept the tradition of the 
Gospel committed to them as pure and inviolate as the snow 
upon their own Alps. . . . They have maintained an Evan- 
gelical form of Christianity from the very first, rejecting 
image worship, invocation of saints, auricular confession, 
celibacy, papal supremacy or infallibility, and the dogma of 
purgatory ; taking the Scripture as the rule of life, and admit- 
ting no sacraments but Baptism and the Lord’s Supper . . . 
No bloodier cruelty disgraces the records of the Papacy than 
the persecutions endured by the ancestors of the twenty 
thousand Waldenses now surviving. . . . Never did men 
suffer more for their belief. ...” 

The quoted expressions not being in accordance with 
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my former knowledge of the Waldensian history, I imposed 
upon myself the task of collecting as many books bearing 
on the subject sis I could find, in order to ascertain whether 
my old impressions were wrong, or the greatest part of the 
above assertions unfounded. 

The following are the principal books I have read through 
relating to this object: Jean Paul Perrin, “ Histoire des 
Vaudois,” Geneve, 1019; Alexander Hoss, “ I1AN2EBE1A,” 
London, 1653; Samuel Morland, “The History of the 
Evangelical Churches of the Valleys of Piemont,” London, 
1658; Jean Leger, Pasteur, &c., “Histoire Generale des 
Eglises Evangeliques de Piemont,” Amsterdam, 1680; P. 
Allix, D.D., “ History of the ancient Churches of Piedmont,” 
London, 1690; William Jone.s, “History of the Waldenses,” 
London, 1812; Jean Rodoli)he Peyran, Pastor, Avith appen- 
dices by Rev. Thomas Sims, M.A., “An Historical Defence 
of the Waldenses or Vaudois,” London, 1826; Rev. J. L. 
Jackson, M.A., “ Remarks on the Vaudois of Piemont,” 
London, 1826; William Stephen Gilly, M.A., “ Narrative of 
an Excursion to the Mountains of Piemont,” London, 1827 ; 
“Recherches Historiques sur la veritable Origine desVaudoi.s, 
par Monseigneur Charvaz,” Paris et Lyon, 1836; Robert 
Baird, D.D., “ Sketches of Protestantism in Italy,” New 
York — British edition, London, 1847; Antoine Monastier, 
“ A History of the Vaudois, translated from the French,” 
London, 1848; Alberto Bert, Ministro, “ J. Valdesi, ovvero 
i Cristiani Cattolici secondo la Chiesa Primitiva,” Torino, 
1849 ; Alexis Miiston, D.D., Pastor, “The Israel of the Alps,” 
the Vaudois of Piemont,” translated by Montgomery, A.M., 
Glasgow, 1857; E. Enderson, D.D., “The Vaudois, &c.. 
Observations,” London, 1858; F. M. “The Israel of the 
Alps: a History of the Waldenses,” London, 1863. 
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Beside these works, I have consulted some of the known 
dictionaries and encyclopedias, viz., “ Le grand Dictionnaire 
Historique ou Melange curieux de I’Hi.stoire, sacre et profane,” 
par M. Louis Moreri, tom. viii. p. 47-H, a Amsterdam, 1780; 
“Encyclopedic methodiquc,par unc Socicte de gens de lettres, 
de savans, d’artistes, &c., Histoire,” tome cinquieme, Paris, 
1791; “The Cabinet Cyclopedia,” History, by the Rev. 
Henry Stebbing, A.M., vol. ii., London, 18.34; “The Ency- 
clopicdia Metrojuditaiia, or Universal Dictionary of Know- 
ledge,” vol. xi. ; “ History and Biography,” vol. iii., London, 
1845; “The English Cyclopedia," conducted by Charles 
Knight, Biography, vol. v., London, 1857 ; “ Dizionario di 
Erudizione Ecclesiastica,” del Cav'* Gaetano Moroni, vol. 
Ixxxvii., Venezia, 1858, p. 212; and “The Popular Ency- 
clopedia, or Conversation Lexicon,” new and revised edition, 
vol. vi., London, Glasgow, and Edinburgh, 1862; and other 
dictionaries and biographies. I have also read on the subject 
many writers on Ecclesiastical history, both Catholic and 
Protestant. 

However, before assenting to the statements of the above 
writers, I undertook another and much more troublesome 
Labour; namely, that of considting the principal authors 
([noted by them, and of reading their original works. 
And, as I could not obtain all of them in England, I went to 
Italy, and was fortunate enough to find them partly in the 
Roman libraries, but principally in the King’s library of 
Turin; where 1 was allowed, by that learned and courteous 
librarian, Commendatore Proni, to make extracts from some 
authentic, but not yet published, manuscripts bearing upon 
the Waldcnsian history. 

But what induced me more than anything else to pub- 
lish, not all, but the most clear and undoubtedly genuine 
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documents so collected, was the precious little work of 
Professor James Henthorn Todd, senior Fellow of Trinity 
College, Dublin, entitled “ The Book of the Vaudois: the 
Waldesian Manuscripts,” London and Cambridge, 1865; and 
the notice given there of the long lost Morland manuscripts, 
lately discovered by Mr. Henry Bradshaw, M.A., Fellow of 
King’s College, Cambridge, and librarian of that University. 

Upon my return from Italy, towards the end of last year, 
I was introduced by a friend to Mr. Bradshaw, who kindly 
showed me the Waldensian manuscripts, which, by the same 
acute and fortunate discoverer, are truly called “ the oldest 
extant relics of the Vaudois literature,” and I must add, 
“ the most important documents relating to their history.” 

I have thought it necessary to say all these things, to 
show to the learned reader the full reliance which is to be 
placed on the Documents, which I have with some labour ex- 
tracted from the originals, and which I now present faith- 
fully to the public in relation to the Orh/in, the Persecutiofie, 
aiid the Doctrines of the Waldenses in the Valleys of Piemont. 

If, from the evidence of the Documents, there should 
follow a conclusion contrarj- to the assertions of writers till 
now considered of authority, I beg the reader to bear in 
mind, with the old Christian philosopher and martyr, Justin, 
that “ Reason commands those, who are truly good and 
lovers of wisdom, to cultivate and love truth alone, casting 
aside the opinions of their ancestors, if they are wrong ;” and 
that “ We are not allowed to honour men more than truth.”* 


• PrtTfcribit mfio iit <jni vere pit et phU»siphi sunt^ verum uuice cvlunt rl 
dUujant, recumntes vt/ijoriim opiiiioiies setpii, ni pmv<e gint (.\j)ologiii I. ad 
.Antoninuni Piiim, § VII.) 

Plun honon.< non hnbendum hnniini qwtm vtrihdi (A|)ologia II. pro (/liria- 
1 inn is, from f'OCTales). 
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1 conclude by saying with another glorious martyr, Ire- 
meus, Bishop of Lyons, “ That from me, while writing in a 
tongue very different from my native language, nobody 
must expect graces of style which I have not accjuircd, or 
force of expressions which I cannot pretend to, nor a choice 
of words and eloquence which I do not possess ; I only wish 
that the Documents which, with a simple translation and 
some not unnecessary remarks and comments, I publish for 
love of truth, be read and accepted in the same spirit.”* 


14, Gniif's hill i>ij[Uan', 

Xoi’eiiiber !.•!/, 18G9. 


P. Melia. 


• .Vw/i uiittiii reijiiires n nobis qui apud CelUts commoramus . . . oratioiiis 
iirtem quaiii non didiciinus, nei/ue vim coiiscriptioiiis qiuiin non nffectunms, iieqne 
oriialuin verborum atqiie siiiulelom qumn nvscimus, sed sinipl'iciltr ei vere el idiolice, 
qiuii tibi cum dilcrtione scripta .lunl, cinn diUvtioiie jiercipios. (In PncftUiono, 
Advorstm Ha;rcsis.) 
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THE ORIGIN OF THE WALDENSES. 



Section I. 

AUTHORITY OF RICHARD MONK OF CLUNY. 

ET US begin with a document from the Chro- 
nicle of Richard, Monk of Cluny, published by 
Muratori (“Rerum Italicarum Scriptores,” tom. 
iii. p. 447, et seq. Mediolani, 1723) from tlie 
manuscripts of the learned Bernard Guidoni, who lived from 
the year 1260 to the year 1331. Richard flourished about 
1156, according to Martinus Polonus, Valaterranus, and 
Vossius: and Muratori (iiic?.), on the ground of his having 
written, not only the life of Alexander III. who died 1181, 
but also that of Innocent III., who died 1216, argues that 
Richard must have lived writing at least to the last 
mentioned year. That the lives of the two Popes were 
written, not by Guidoni, but by the monk Richard, is evident 
from the following statement, written in large red letters 
immediately after the two lives : Hue usque Chronica Richardi 
Monachi Cluniacensis protenditur et termmatur. Now, in the 
life of Alexander, exalted to the Pontifleal Chair in 1159, 
there is the following clear account of the origin of the 
Waldenses, written, as we have said, by Richard, a respect- 
able contemporary, and preserved for us by Guidoni, a Bishop, 
compared to the first Fathers of the Church for his prudence, 
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learning, and virtues: {Assimilatus. Patribus primitivis) 
(see Muratori, ibid. p. 274). 

“About the year of Our Lord 1170' arose the sect and 
heresy of those who are called Waldcnses, or Poor of Lyons. 
The author and founder of them was a citizen of Lyons 
called Waldensis,® from whom his followers received the like 
name. He being a man possessing riches, abandoning every- 
thing, resolved to live a life of poverty, and Evangelical per- 
fection, as the Apostles did. And having caused the Gospels, 
and some other books of the Bible, and several authorities 
of Saints, which he called Summas, to be written for his own 
use in the vernacular tongue; he reading them often by 
himself, and little understanding them; proud in his own 
conceit, and possessing a little learning ; assumed to himself 
and usurped the office of the Apostles : preaching the Gospel 


“ Circa annum Domini UCLXX. incoepit secta et hacresis illorum qtU dicuniur 
ValdenteSf sen Fauj>e.rca de Lugdiino, cujus auchr ei inventor fuit qnidam 
civie Lugdunensis nomine Valdensie, a quo sectatores ejiis fuerunt taliter 
nominaii; qui dives rebus extifit et relief is omnibus, proposuit servare 
paupertatem et perfecHonem Evangelicam sicut Apostoli servaveruni. Et cum 
fecisset sibi conscribi Evangelia et aliquos libros Dibliee in vulgcvri et nonnvllas 
audoritates Sanctorum qtuts summas appellavit, ea scepius secum legens et 
minus sane intelligens, sensu suo inflatus cum esset modicum literatus, Apos- 
tolorum sibi oflicium usinpavit aiquepr<v8umpsit,pcrvicos etplatcas Evangelia 


* As the author mentions the ,vear 1 170 as 
the beginning of the sect, and other authors, 
instead, point out 1160, and some hint other 
years between the two, and some oUiers 1180, 
we may say that those who put the beginning 
of the Waldensian sect in the year 1100 speak 
of the first ciuuigo in Peter Waldensis’ life 
from riches to poverty, and the others, who 
mark the year 1170, ahude to the public 
spreading of the sect. After which time the 
Waldcnses were restrained or condemned 
many times; principally by Alexander III. 
in the third Conncil of I.ateran, in 1179; by 
John Bellesmayns or ficUismanibus, Arch- 
bishop of Lyons in 1182 or 1183; by Pope 
Lucius 111. at a Council in Verona, in 1184 ; 
by Innocent 111. in the twelfth General 
Council, which was tlie fourth Latoran, in 
1215; where (in UieDocrco III.de Uacreticis) 
the Waldcnses are described as persons hav- 
ing the appearance, without the reality, of 


godliness; and by Pope Gregory IX. in 
1236, in aConstitution ^Decret. L. v. Tit. vii. 
de Haeret.), with these words : ErCornmu- 
nicamus et anathemaiizamue univereot haere- 
ticoe, Calkaros, Patarinos, Pavperes de Lug- 
duno, etc. Damnatique rero per Ecdetiam 
Saculari judicio relinquantur, animadver- 
sione deinta puniendi. 

* Peter Waldensis, or Waldesius, or do 
Vaudia, orValdo.or V’audois (different man- 
ner of spelling the same name hy different 
writers), was a citixen of Lyons in fact, 
though born in a little village near Lyons, 
on the Rhone. He had his dwelling-house 
in Lyons near the church of St. Nixier, in 
a street, which, after his expulsion, was called 
Rue Maudite, till the fourteenth century, 
when it was named Rue Vendrant. (Sm 
G uy Allard, "Bibl. do DuphinV* Choricr, 
vol. ii. p. 69, Paradin, p. 127 ; and Per- 
rieaud’s documents, in the Libr. of Lyons.) 
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in the streets and in the squares. He caused many men and 
women to become his accomplices in a like presumption: 
whom he sent to preach as his disciples. They being simple 
and illiterate people, traversing the villages and entering 
into the houses, spread everywhere many errors. Called to 
account by the Archbishop of Lyons, John Beles-Mayus, 
they were prohibited by him. But they would not obey, 
offering as a pretext for their folly, that they ought to obey 
not men but God, who commanded the Apostles to preach 
the Gospel to every creature : arrogating to themselves what 
had been said to the Apostles, of whom, by a feigned appear- 
ance of poverty and sanctity, they professed to be followers 
and successors, despising the Clergy and Priests. Thus, from 
the presumptuous usurpation of the office of preaching, they 
became first disobedient, afterwards contumacious, and there- 
fore being excommunicated, were exiled from that country. 
At last, cited to a Council which was held in Rome before 
that of Lateran, they were adjudged contumacious and schis- 
matics. And being dispersed through the pro\dnces, and 
mingling on the borders of Lombardy with other heretics, 
and also imbibing and following their errors, were adjudged 
heretics. 


praediewndo ; mvltosque homiruis et mtdieres ad simileni prwsumpiionetn com- 
plicet sibi fecit, quos ad prcedicandum tamquam di.sciptdo8 emittebat. Qui 
cum essent idiefee et illiterati^ per villas discurrenies et domos penetrantes, 
mvUog errores circumquaquc dijfudermit ; et vocati ah Archiirpiscojy) Lug- 
dunensi Domino Johanns Beles-Mayus, prohibiti sunt ab eodem; sed obedire 
minime voluerunf, vela/men suue vesanite preBtendentes et dicentes quod oportcret 
magis Deo quam hominibus ob&lire, qui praicepit AjMstolis, omni creaturee 
Evangelium preedicare i arrogantes sibi quod Apostolis erat dictum ; quorum 
imiiatores et successores, falsa paupertaiis professions et ficta sanctiiatis 
imagine, se esse jyrofitebantur ; aspemantes Clericos et Presbyieros, Sic 
itaque ex praisumptuosa nsurpatione officii jmedicaeidi, inobedientes, deinde 
eoTthtmaces et cxinde eicommunicati, ab ilia pairia sunt erpulsi. Demnm 
vero convocati ad Concilium quod fait Bonm ante Latcranense celehratum, 
fuerunt j>erfinaces et schismaticijudicati. Sicque dispersi per provincias, et 
i?i corfinibus Lombardia} cum aliis hcereticis se misc-entes et eorum errores 
bibenfes et sectantes, fuerunt heereiici jwHcati.'' 
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Section II. 



THE VENERABLE F. MONETA S EVIDENCE. 

IHE second document relating to the Origin of the 
Waldenses is given by Father Moneta, whose 
manuscripts, in the libraries of the Vatican, of 
Bologna, and of Naples, have been published by Thomas 
Augustin Ricchini in Rome, 1743, under the title, “ Venera- 
bilis Patris Monetce Cremoyiennis Ordinis Prcedicatorum ad- 
versus Catharos et Waldenses^ Libri quinque." Father Moneta 
was a professor of philosophy in Bologna in 1218, when, at 
the preaching of the blessed Rcginaldus Aurelianensis, he was 
induced to abandon his secular pursuits, and two years after- 
wards gave his name to the Dominican Order. St. Dominic 
appointed him to be his vicar in Milan, and through Insubria ; 
and it is said that the holy founder died in Bologna in the 
very bed of F. Moneta. F. Moneta’s learning, zeal and 
virtues, and chiefly his patience when he became blind, arc 
praised by many writers of his time. The year in which he 
wrote his work is clearly stated by him, when (Lib. iii. cap. 
iii. § ii. ), after quoting the saying of our Lord : “ I saw 
Satan falling from heaven like a flash of lightning,” the 
author continues ; “ But He (our Lord) did not see the fall 
of Sathan with his human eyes, because it is not more than 
twelve hundred and forty-four years that he was incarnate.” 
(In the Vat. MS.), Sed non videbat eum cadentem secundum 
homo, non etiirn sunt plusquam 1244 anni quod Ipse foetus est 
homo : from which F. Moneta derives a proof of the eternal 
divinity of our Lord. Now this epoch of 1244 is to be 
marked, both because it gives us the date in which F. Moneta 
wrote his book, and it helps us to understand an important 
part of the following passage (Lib. v. cap. i. § iv. pp. 402, 
403) : 

“ Having proved that the community of the Catharites is 
not the Church of God, let us prove that the community of 
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the Poor Lyonists is not the Church of God. This appears 
from what is said in the second letter of St. Peter the 
Apostle (chapter ii. 1 and 10); ‘Who shall bring in sects 
of perdition, and despise authority.’ Secondly, the same 
thing is proved if their Origin is attended to ; because it is 
clear that they had their beginning from Waldesius, a 
citizen of Lyons, who entered on this path not more than 
eighty years ago ; or, if they are more or less, the difference 
of more or less is little.® Consequently, they are not the 
successors of the primitive Church, and of course they are 
not the Church of God. And if they should say that their 
manner of proceeding was before Waldesius, let them prove it 
mth some testimony, which they cannot do. Thirdly, it may 
be demonstrated that their congregation is not the Church of 
God through the remission of sins. ... You come from 
Waldesius, tell us, from whence did he come?* ... If they 
say that they came forth from God and from the Apostles 
and from the Gospel, the fact is against them, because God for- 
gives sins through his minister (John xx. 23) : ‘ To whom you 
shall forgive their sins, are forgiven to them.’ Therefore, if 
God forgave the sins of Waldesius, He forgave, them through 


“ Ostenso quod universitos Catharorum non est Ecclesia Dei, oetendamxu 
quod nnivorsitae Pauperum Leonieiatiuni non est Ecclesia Dei. Et probatur 
per iUud (2 Petri ii. 1, 10) ; Qid introducent sectas perdiiionis . . domi- 
nationemque contemnunt. . . . Secundo modo id oatcwlitur si ijjsorum origo 
attendatur. Non enim muUum temporis est quod esse cceperunt, Quoniam 
sicut patet a Vaiilerio cive L^igdunensi exordium acceperunt, qui hanc viam 
inooepit non sunt plures quam octoginta anni ; vol si 2 )lures out ptawiores, 
parum plures vel pauciores existunt. Ergo non sunt successorcs Eedesim 
primitivee, ergo non sunt Eedesia Dei. Si autem dicant quod sua vita ante 
Veddesium fuit, ostendant hoc aliquo testimonio, quod minime facero possunt. 

. . . Tartio ]ier remissiotiem peccatorum ostemli potest quod eorum congregatio 
non est Ecclesia Dei . . . Vos venistis a Valdesio; dicatis unde ipso vonit?. 
... Si dicant quod a Deo venerunt et cth Aj>ostolis aique Evangelic, contra; 


* Taking 80 from 124 4 we liarc the year 
1164, more or Ics*. Now this jHirfoctly 
agrees with the document first quoted, in 
which the Origin of the Waldenses is put 
about the year of our Lord 1170. 

* Here the autlior repeats the fable forged 


by the Waldenses, that one of their chiefs, 
Peter, went to the Pope, and promised to 
him that they would hold to the four Doctors 
Ambrose, Augustin, Gregory, and Jerome; 
and that the Pope gate him the office of ' 
preaching. 
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His minister. But tell me through whom of His ministers 
did God forgive him his sins? Fourthly, the same is proved 
from the Ecclesiastical Orders, of which they confess that 
there are three at least — Episcopacy, Priesthood, and Dea- 
conship. Without these three Orders the Church of God 
cannot and ought not to exist, as they admit. Let us, then, 
say to them: If the Church of God is not without these 
Orders, and you are without them, it follows that your 
congregation is not the Church of God. If they should 
say that their congregation has Orders, I ask. From whom 
did they receive them? Who, then, is your Bishop? If 
they should name a particular man, I ask again. Who gave 
him the Ordination? If they name some other, I equally 
ask. Who ordained this other? And, so going on, they 
will be obliged to ascend to Waldesius. Next, it is to be 
asked. From whence had he his Orders? If they answer 
that he had them by himself, it is clear that it is against the 
Apostle, who says (Heb. v. 4): ‘And no one assumes the 
honour, except him who is called by the Lord, like Aaron.’ 

. . . If, then, Waldesius had the Orders from himself, he 
glorified himself to be a Bishop ; in consequence, he was an 
antichrist, namely, against Christ and his Church. And if 
they should say that Waldesius had his Orders from God 
directly, their assertion cannot be confirmed by any testi- 


/jwe non parcit nisi per ministrum ; wiflo : ‘ Quorum rcmlscritis pcccala 
remtUuntur cis ’ (John xx. 23). Ergo n remisit VahfesiOt per minietrum 
remisit. Bed die mihi, per quom minietntm ei remisit ? Qilarto modu idem 
ostenditinr per Ordinmn Ecelesiasiicum^ quoin ipsi ml minus iriplicem confiten- 
iur, scilicet Episcopatum, rresbijtorafum ct Diaeonot uni, sine quo triplici ordine 
Ecclcsia Dei non jiotost esse nec dohef, ut ipsi tcstnntnr. Dicamus ergo eis : 
Si Ecclcsia Dei non est sine istis ordinibus, -vestra autom generatio sine eis 
esf, ergo non est Ecclcsia Dei. Si autem dicant : Nostra generatio illos 
babrt, qutrro a quo luibuit ? Quis enim est episcopus vester ? Si dicant, talis 
homo; dicite quis ordinavit cum? Si dicunt : Quidam ; quarro etiam, Quis 
istum alium ordinavit ? Et sic ascomloudo r.ompellentur usque ad Valdesium 
venire. Postea qneerendum est. Unde isto ordincs hahuit ? Si dicunt quod a 
seipso, palam est, si hoc est; quia contrarius Apostolo sit, qui dicit (Heb. v. 
4). Nec quisquam snmit sibi konorem, sod qui vacatur a Deo tamquam 
Aaron. . . . Vuldesius autem si a se Ordinom habuif, rlarificavit semetipsum 
ut pontifex fierct. Ipse igitur antichristus jail, idest Christo et Ecclcsia; ejus 
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mony of Scripture. . . . Some said that Waldesius received 
his Orders from the community of his brethren. The first 
who said so was one chief of the poor Lombards, called 
Thomas, a perverted doctor, and he endeavoured to prove 
it thus ; Every member of his congregation could give 
Waldesius the right of a ruler over himself, and so all the 
congregation could give, and really gave to Waldesius, the 
rights of a ruler over them all ; and thus he was made their 
pontifl" and prelate. But if that heresiarch had understood 
how foolish that reason was, he would not have allowed 
himself to utter those words ; because every Bishop has the 
right of being a ruler, but not every ruler has the right of 
being a Bishop. From the assertion that they could give 
him the ofiBice of a ruler, it does not follow that they could 
make him a Bishop. . . . One thing is to confer Orders 
and another to give domination. Orders are given by a 
Bishop only. ... It appears, then, that it is a falsehood 
to say that Waldesius received Orders, and that he could 
give them to others. He had no Orders, and, consequently, 
you have no Orders, and you cannot be the Church of God, 
in which there are three Orders at least. Perhaps (ibid. 
§ V. p. 407) they might say that their congregation and 
the congregation of the Church of Rome are one^ holy and 


contrariiis. Si dicunt quoniam a Deo Ordinem habuit immediate; iUud 
nvllo testimonio Scripturce ostendere jwssuiU, Scietulum auiem quod quidom 
dixerunt quod Valdesius ordinem habuit ah universilaie fratrum suorum. 
Eorum autem qui hoc dixerunt aucior fuit quidam hccresiarcha Faujyerum 
Lombardorum, doctor perversus Thomas nomine. Hoc autem proharo taliter 
nisus est : Quilibet de ilia congregalione potuil dare Valdesio jus suum, scilicet 
regere seipsum ; et sic tota congregatio ilia potuit conferre et contidit Valdesio 
regimett omnium^ et sic creaverunt ilium omnium pontijicem et jmelatum. Si 
autem heresiarcha ille intellexisset quam fatuum istud esset, neqtiaquam ex 
ore suo istud procedere permisisset. Omnis enim pontificcUus est regimen, 
sod non omne regimen est pontificcd^is, Quomodo ergo sequitur ; potuerunt 
ei dare regimen sui, ergo pontificatum. . . . Aliud est conferre Ordinem, et 
aliud conferre regimen ; primvm enim ta/nium Episcoporum est .. . Unde 
palam est quia fabnlosnm est dicero quod Valdesius Ordinem habuit, et quod 
aliis conferre potuerit. Sic ergo ordine caruii: ergo et vos, ergo non estis 
Ecclesia Dei, quoe in tribus Ordinibus ad mimis consistit, (Ibid. § v. p. 407.) 
Forte dicerent quod eorum congregaiio et congregatio Romance Eedesice est 
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Catholic^ though they arc divided into two parts : one part 
malignant, which now is called the Roman Church; one 
part benignant, which is the Waldensian congregation. 
But against this assertion there is the fact that the latter 
(namely, the Waldensian congregation) had no existence 
from the time of Silvester to the time of Waldesius, which 
you cannot disprove. Therefore the Church failed with 
Silvester, and it is shown to be false in the third chapter. . . 
These heretics (chap. iii. § i. p. 412) say that the Church 
of God failed at the time of blessed Silvester . . . and that 
it has been restored in these times by themselves, the first 
of whom Waldesius was. Let us then ask from whence 
they know that the Church failed. And, as they have no 
testimony to confirm it, they will be reduced to silence. 
Let us show {V)id. § ii. p. 413) that the Church of the New 
Testament, from the time of her beginning, did not fail to 
exist: ‘ The Lord God (Luke i. 32, 33) shall give Him (to 
Jesus Christ) the scat of David His father, . . . and of His 
kingdom there shall be no end.’ And Daniel (chap. ii. 44) : 
‘ In the days of those kingdoms God will raise the kingdom 
of heaven, which shall never be destroyed, and His kingdom 
shall not be delivered up to another people, . . . and itself 
shall stand for ever.’ {Ibid. § iii.) ‘A bad life does not 
take away the power attached to the ministry.’ Hence, 


tmo, sancta et catholica, licet diuB sint rjus pa/rtee : una est pars maligna qua 
dicitur modo Romana Ecclesia, alia henigna qua est cotigregaiia Valdensium. 
8ed contra. Illaj^arrs a tem]>orc Silvestri tionfuit usque ad tempus VaUlesii^ 
quod tu jwssis ostendere ; Ergo Ecclesia defecit in Silvestro ; quod falsum 
esse ostenditur in tertio capite. (Ibid. Lib. V. Cap. iii § i p. 412.) Isti 
haretici dicuni., Ecclesiam Dei, tempore bcati Silvestri defecisse . ... in 
temjwribus auiemistis restitutam esse per ipsos, qttorum primus fuU Valdcsius, 
Quaramus ergo, undo habent quod defccerit ? Et cum inde testimonium non 
haheant, ohmutescent. Ostendamua (Ibid. § xi. p. 413) qttod Ecclesia Novi 
Tesiamenti postquam esse ceepii, non desierit esse : ‘ Dabit illi Domimts Deus 
sedem David patris ejus . . , et regni ejus non erit finis (Lac. i. 82, 33.). 
In diehm arUem regtiorum iilortim suscilabit Deus cadi regnum, quod in 
Oitemum non dissipabifur, et regnum ejus alteri popido non tradetiir . . . et 
ipsum stabit in atemum' (Dan. ii. 44). (Ibid. § iii.) Mala vita non 
tollit effectum suvm- ministorio. Ergo, posito quod Silvester peccavit (which 
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though we should admit that Silvester sinned and became 
wicked (which is false), yet the Church did not fail with 
Silvester. The minister does not lose his Orders for his 
sin. ‘Many (Matt. vii. 22) will say to me in that day: 
Lord, Lord, have not we prophesied in Thy name, and cast 
out devils in Thy name, and done many miracles in Thy 
name?’ They did so, not in virtue of their lives, but in 
virtue of their ministry.” 



Section III. 

F. STEVAN BORBONE D£ BELLAVILLA’s TESTIMONY. 

|E take the third document from the writings of 
F. Stevan de Borbone, called also De Bellavilla, 
from the name of a castle in Burgundy, where he 
was born, towards the end of the twelfth century. After 
finishing his studies in Paris he entered into the Order of 
St. Dominic, and about 1228 he was already preaching in 
Lyons, and in many other places; and also on the Alps. 
Famous for his virtuous life, liis zeal and learning, he, 
during the fourth of a century, discharged the office of a 
defender of the faith in Clairmont and in Lyons. He wrote 
a great volume on the Gifts of the Holy Ghost, and ended 
his life in Lyons in the year 1261. {See Quetif and Echard, 
“ Scriptores Ordinum Pr®dicatorum,” vol. i. Luteti® 
Parisiorum, 1719, sac. xiii. p. 184 et seq.) Before giving 
Bella villa’s document on the Origin of the Waldenses, it 
will not be useless to state a few particulars related by him 
in the above-mentioned work bearing on our argument. He 
says that he heard (Sorb. MS. fol. 391) from a man, who 


is denied hy Vie auVior aftencards), et malus foetus fuerif^ non tamen defeeit 
Ecclesia in 8ilvestro. Ergo non amitiitur {ordo) per peccaium. ^ Multi 
dicent mihi in ilia die: Domine, Domine: nonne in nomine tuo prophetavimus, 
et in nomine tuo dxemonia ejecimus et in nomine tuo virtutes midias fecimus 
(Matth. vii. 22.) ? Non per vitem sedper ministerium." 
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assured him that he was present on the occasion, that in a 
town of Lombardy there were seven chiefs of different sects, 
opposed to each other, who, at a meeting held by them, tried 
each one to establish his own doctrine, and to show the false- 
hood of the others ; and that everyone concluded his speech 
by excommunicating everybody else, if they should propose 
or accept anything contrary to his belief. He also relates 
that in the town called Joinville {super Sagonam in Duecesi 
Bisuntinensi {Bisayizon) appeared a man in disguise, who, 
being summoned before a magistrate and obliged to give an 
account of himself, admitted that for eighteen years he had 
been absent from the place in order to study in Milan the 
tenets of the Waldensian sect; that there were seventeen 
sects, everyone contrary to the others, which sects were also 
condemned by those of his sect (and he gave the names of 
them all); and that he was of the sect of those called the 
Poor of Lyons,, who also call themselves Poor of Spirit, who, 
from the name of their chief, are called Waldenses, who, 
amongst other errors, condemn every person possessing 
earthly goods. Prima, de qua ipse erat, dicebantur Pauperes 
de Lugduno, qui se etiam vocant Pauperes Spiritu, qui dicuntur 
Valdenses a suo hceresiarcha, qui cum aliis erroribus suis 
damnant omnes terrena possidentes (L. C.). But let us hear 
on the subject F. Steven Borbone de Bellavilla in the thirty- 
first chapter of his work already quoted. 

“ Fourthly, we ought to speak of the heretics of our time, 
namely of the Waldenses, whence they had their beginning, 
and from whom and why and how they are so called. From 
the author of this heresy named Waldensis, they are called 
Waldenses. They are also called Poor of Lyons, because 
they began to profess poverty there. They call themselves 


“Qwir/o dicendum est de Juereticte nostri temporie scilicet Waldensibus . . . 
unde ortum habtterunt, et unde et quare et quomodo appeUentur. W eddemes 
autem dicti sunt a primo hujus hceresis ametore qui nominatus fuit Waldensis. 
Dicuntur etiam Pauperes de Lugduno, quia ibi incceperunt in professions 
paujyeriatis. Vocant autem se “ Pauperes Spiritu," jyropter quod Dominvs 
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Poor of Spirit, because our Lord said (Matt, v.) ‘Blessed 
are the poor of spirit.’ Truly poor in their spirit, without 
any spiritual good and without the Holy Ghost. That sect 
took its origin in the following way, as I have been told by 
many who knew their elders, and by that Priest who was 
much respected and rich in the town of Lyons, and was a 
friend of our brethren, Bernard Ydros by name, who, when 
he was young and a transcriber,® wrote for money for the 
said Waldensis the first books possessed by the Waldenses 
in the old Proven5al language. The translator, under whose 
dictation the books were written, was Steven de Ansa (or 
de Emsa, MS. Rotom.), whom I have often seen. He after- 
wards obtained an Ecclesiastical benefice in the Cathedral 
of Lyons, and falling from the roof of a house, which he was 
building, he was suddenly killed. A rich man in the said 
town, called Waldensis, hearing the Gospels, and having a 
little learning, desirous to know their contents, made a bar- 
gain with these Priests, that the one should translate the 
Gospels into the vernacular language, and the other should 
write under the dictation of the first. They did so ; and with 
the Gospels they also translated many other books of the Bible, 
and many authorities of Saints united under titles which they 


(licit (Matt. V.) ‘ DeaU panj)cre$ sjnritu.' Et verc pauperes in spirit a 

a spiritualibus h(»iis et a Spiritu Saoicto. huxepit aut»m ilia scctajHsr hum 
modum, secundum quod eqo a qduribus qui priores eorum vidcrunt, et a 
Sacerdote illo qui satis honoratus erat et dives in civitate Lugdunejisi, et 
amicus fratrum nostrorum, qui dictus fail Bernardos Ydros : qui, cum esset 
juvenis et scriptor, scripsit dicto Wal-densi priores libros pro qKcunia in 
Romano (quos ipsi habucrunt, transferente et dictante ei Stepham de Ansa 
(Cod. Rotomag. de Emsa), qui postea beneficintus in Ecclcsia majore 
Lugdunensi (Cod. Rotom. qrromotus est in Sacerdoiem ei), de solario domus 
quam (edificahat corruens, morte subifa vii(vm Jinivif, quern ego vidi scope. 
Quidam dives rebus in dicta urbe dictus Waldensis audiens Evangelic, cum 
non esset multum litferatus, euriosus intelUgere quid dicorent, fecit pactum 
cum dictis sacerdotibus, altcri ut iransferet ei in mdgari, alieri ut scriberot 
quee ille dictaret : quod fecerunt. Similiter midtos libros Bibline, et auctori- 
tates Sanctorum multas per titulos cougregatas, quae Sententias apqiellcbcuni. 


* In tlsat age, in which the art of printing was unknown, it was a rcspcctcU and useful 
profession to be a good transcriber. 
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called Sentences. Now the same citizen, often reading those 
writings and learning them by heart, resolved to keep Evan- 
gelical perfection as the Apostles did. He sold every thing 
he had, and through contempt of this world threw his money 
into the streets to the poor : and preaching the Gospels and 
what he had learned by heart, presumptuously assumed the 
office of the Apostles. So he succeeded in gathering to- 
gether men and women: and teaching them the Gospels, 
induced them to do the same : and though they were of a 
very low state and profession, he sent them to preach 
through the surrounding villages. They, men and women, 
silly and illiterate, going here and there through the country, 
entering into the houses, and preaching in the squares and 
also in the Churches, induced others to do the same. But 
as by their temerity and ignorance, they spread many errors 
and scandals all around, they were called to account by the 
Bishop of Lyons, named John, who commanded them not to 
dare to explain the Scriptures nor to preach any more. 
They defended themselves with the answer of the Apostles 
( Act. V. ) ; and their master assuming to himself the ministry 
of St. Peter, answered, as St. Peter did to the chief Priests : 
It is necessary to obey God rather than men : God commanded 
the Apostles to preach the Gospel to every creature. As if our 


Qwb cum dictus civU ^<17)0 Ugerct cl corde ienus fimw/ret, proposnit i^cnare 
perfeclioncm Evcuigelicam, ut Aposfoli scrvaiwranf. Qui rebus suis omnibus 
venditiSf in contenijdum mwuU, per httum pauporibus pecuniam suam pro- 
jiciebat ; et officium Aposlolorum usurjiat'il cl pnesumpsit ; EvangeUa el ea 
quas corde rciinuerat per vicos et jdafeas pnedicando, midfos homines et 
mulicrcs ad idem faciendum ad se convocando, firmans cis Evangclia. Qnos 
etiam per villas circurnjacenies mUtebat ad proedicandum vilissimorum 
quonimcnmquc ojflciorum, Qui etiam tam homines quam mulicrcs idioUe et 
illitcraii per villas discurrentes et domos peneirantes et in plateis jmedicanles 
et etiam in Ecclesiis, ad idem alios provocabanl. Cum autem ex temeritate 
sua et iqnoraniia multos errores et scandala eircumquaque diffunderentvocati 
ab episcopo Luqdunensi^ qui Joannes vocabatur, prohibuit cis ne intromitfo- 
rent se do Scriptnris erjxmendis vcl jneedicamlis. Tpsi autem rcrurrenies 
et responsionem Ajwstolorum fAct. et magister corum usurpam Petri 
officium ; sicui ipse respondii prineipdbus sacerdotum ; ait ; Obedirc oportet 
magis Deo quam hominibus qui jmveeperat Ajwstolis, jyrfedicare Evangelium 
omni crcaiuro (Marci m fine). Quasi hoc dirisset Dominus eis quod dixerat 
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Lord had said to them what he said to the Apostles ; who 
notwithstanding did not dare to preach till they received 
virtue from on High, till they were gifted with perfect wis- 
dom, and had the gift of speaking every language. They 
then, namely Waldensis and his followers, through pre^ 
sumption and the assumption of the office of the Apostles, 
became at first disobedient, afterwards obstinate, and finally 
were excommunicated. Exiled from that place they were 
then cited to appear at the Council, which was held in Rome 
before the Lateran. As they were obstinate, they were ad- 
judged schismatic. Afterwards mixing with other heretics, 
and imbibing and spreading their errors in the land of Pro- 
vence and in Lombardy, they were pronounced heretics. 
They are hostile and noxious to the Church in the highest 
degree, they spread everywhere, appearing to have holiness 
and faith without professing its truth ; so much more dan- 
gerous because they are concealed, because they cunningly 
disguise themselves in different ways and disguises. It 
happened sometimes that one of their chiefs was imprisoned, 
who had in his possession many means of fictions disguises, 
with which he assumed different forms like Protheus. If 
he was persecuted as wearing a particular form of dress, and 
it was reported to him, he appeared transformed. Now he 
had a dress and the usual attire of a pilgrim, now he had 


AjyostolU ; qui tmien praidicare non pnesumpserunt^ unqueqtto tnduti virtute 
ex alto fuerunt, nsquequo perfectissinie et plentssime acieniid perlustrati 
fuerunt, et donum linguarum omnium emceperunt. It ergo, Waldensis 
scilicet et sui, primo ex jn-aisumptione et officii Apostolici usurpatione, ceci- 
derunt in inebedientioan, demum in contumaciam, demum in excommunica- 
tiottis sententiam. Post ezpulsi (d> ilia terra, ad concilium quod fuit Romm 
ante Laieranense vocati et pertinaces, fuerunt schismatici postea jwlicati. 
Postea in Provincim terra et Lombardia) cum aliis hmreticis se admiscentes, 
et errorom eorum hibentes et serentes hoeretid sunt judicaii. Ecclesim infes- 
tissimi et periculosissimi, ubique discurrentes, speciem sa^tetitatis etfideiproe- 
tendenies, veriiatem autem ejits rum habenies ; tanio perietdosiores quanto 
ocodtiores, se sub diversis hominum habitibus et artificiis tranffigurantes. 
Aliquando quidammaximm inter eosfuit captusqui secum ferebat multorum 
artificiorum indicia, in qum quasi Proteus se transfigurabat. 8i qumreretur 
in una similitudine et ei innotesceret, in aliam se iransmutabat. Aliqua/ndo 
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the stick and the iron of a penitent man ; now he had the 
fictitious habit of a shoemaker, noAv of a barber, now of a 
mower, &c. The others are doing the same. This sect 
began in the year of our Lord 1 170, or (as it is in MS. Rotom. ) 
1180" under John Bolesmanis or Belesmanis, Archbishop of 
Lyons.” 


Section IV. 

ABBOT Bernard’s evidence. 




ite 


URTHER evidence relating to the time in which 
the Waldenses made their first appearance, is 
given to us by an old Abbot who had his title 
from the Abbey called Chaud Fountain (Fontis Calidi). His 
manuscripts were published by Jacob Gretzer, S. J. and are 
printed in the Great Library of the Fathers (“ Bibliotheca 
Veterum Patrum,” &c. vol. xxv. p. 1585, et seq. Lugduni, 
1677). It is supposed that he wrote his book towards 
the end of the twelfth century. His work bears this title, 
“ Bernard us Abbas Fontis Calidi ad versus Valdensium sec- 
tam.” In twelve chapters he relates and confutes the errors 
for which the Waldenses were condemned by Bernard Arch- 
bishop of Narbonne after a discussion which took place under 
the presidency of Raymundus de Deventria a Priest of high 


ferebat hdbitum et si^nacula peregrini, aliqua/ndo haculam ptEniteniiarii et 
fe7ramenta,aUquaiulo sejingebat eutorem, aliquandobarbitomorem, aliquando 
mess&rem ac alii similiter ulem faciunt." ^^hicapit autem hcec secta ah 
incamaiione Domini UCLXX sub Joanne dicto Bolesmanis Archiejnscopo 
Lugdunensi (in Cod. Rotom. hclxxx sub Joanne dicto Belesmanis), §*o. 


* John Bclcsmiuiig, or Do BclliamnnibuR, 
being Biahop of Poitiers in the year 1181, 
waa e)cctc4l Archbiahop of Narbonne. How- 
ercr, nben he went to Rome to obtain tlic 
aanction of the Pope, the clergy of Lyons 
choee him to be their Archbiahop and Primate. 
Pope Lucius III., newly rai!>e<i to the Pope- 
dom, confirmed tliis aecond election in the 
year 1182, and made him I.egate of the 
Apostolical Chair in the kingdom of France. 


John, in 1195, renounced spontaneously his 
seat, and retired to the monastery of Clair 
Valle, Ubt usque ad mortem cum maxima 
pietate et doctrina perseverarit, (See 
“Qallia Christiana,” yoI. ir. p. 130, et teq. 
Paris, 1728). From this notice it appears 
that Bellcsmania could not pronounce, in 
Lyons, his sentence against the Waldenses 
before the year 1182 or 1183. 
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respectability. He, after ha\ing heard the allegations of the 
two parties, gave his final sentence in writing and pronounced 
the Waldenscs to be heretics, under the heads of which 
they were accused. Auditis igitur partium allegationibtis, 
prwfatus judex per scriptum dejinitivam dedit sententiam^ et 
• fuEreticos esse^ in capitidvi de quihus accusati fuerant, pronun- 
davit (ibid.). In reading his statement it will be observed 
that he, having called the Waldenses by the name by which 
they were called by all contemporaries who wrote in Latin, 
he assumes the liberty of deriving its signification from a 
dense valley a voile densa^ in order to have an opportunity 
of making a moral allusion to their errors. The same obser- 
vation is applicable to Eberardus Flandrensis of Betunia (an- 
other author of the same century) who in the xxvth chapter 
of his book, entitled “ Antihajreseos,” says that they called 
themselves Vallenses eo quod in voile lacrpmarum maneant (see 
Bibl. PP. L. C. p. 152.5). And as we have here related 
the mystical etymology given to the name Wcddensis by 
these writers, let us bear in mind what is stated by the best 
historians about the surname of Peter the wealthy merchant 
of Lyons (see “ Helyot, Histoire Complete des Ordres 
Monastiques,” vol. ii. p. 283, et seq. Guingamp. 1839). 
He was a native of a village called Vaud or Vaux in Dau- 
phiny, on the river Rh6ne near Lyons. Thence in his lan- 
guage he was called Peter de Vaud or Vaudois, and his fol- 
lowers arc equally called Vaudois in the vernacular language 
from the name of their founder ; and from thence most of the 
Latin writers gave to Peter the name of Valdensis from the 
Latin name of his native place, Valdurn^ and to his partisans 
that of Valdetises^ changing the original “m” of Vaud into 
and giving to the word the Latin termination ensis." 
It is not surprising then that the two above-mentioned 
writers, dividing the name Valdensis into two parts Val and 
denais, and adding two letters to the first part, and changing 
is into a at the end of the second, in order to moralize on 
the supposed etymology of the name, took the liberty of 
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deriving it from Valle densa. Y et it must be confessed that 
this derivation is only a fantastical one. Let us see now and 
mark well the expressions of the Abbot on our subject. 
They are short and conclusive. 

“Pope LuciusJ of happy memory, was the president of 
the Holy Roman Church, when new heretics suddenly raised * 
their heads. As if it were a presage of future events, they 
were called Waldenses, namely, from a dense valley, because 
they are enveloped in the deep and dense darkness of errors. 
Though condemned by the said Pontiff,* with their rash 
daring, they spread throughout the earth the poison of their 
perfidiousness.” 


Section V. 



BEINERIUS SACCO S STATEMENT. 

)HE fifth document is from Reinerius Sacco, of 
whom Quetif and E chard, in their able work 
on the Dominican writers (“Scriptorcs Ordinis 
Praedicatorum.” Luteti® Parisior. 1719), say, according to 
Leander (fol. 148) and Antony Senensis (in Bibl. Dom.), 
that he was born in that part of upper Italy called Gallia 
Togata, in the town of Piacenza; that he was at first, for 
seventeen years, a chief and bishop of heretics, and caused 


“ Sancta RomantB EccUsicb prcesidente Domino Lucio indlito! recordationis, 
gubilo extultrunt caput novi haretia, qui quodam prasaffio fiUurorum dicti sunt 
Valdcnses, nindrum a vaUe densa, eo quod profundis et densis errorum tenebris 
involvantur. Hi (ptamvis a prafato Pontifice oondemnati, virus sues perjidue huge 
lateque per orbem temerario ausu evomuerunt” (^Id ib. in Prcpf.). 


’’ Pope LaciuB III. sat on the Pontifical 
Chair from 28 August, 1181, to 23 No- 
vember, 118fi. 

* The Waldensce were condemned, in fact, 
bjr Pope Lucius III., at a Council held in 
Verona, in the presence of many Bishops 
and of the Emperor Frederick, in the year 
1184, with these words: “By Apostolical 
Authority, and by means of this Consti- 
tution, wo do condemn every heresy, what- 
ever name it bears, and principally the 


Catharites and the Patherinca, and those 
who, with a wrong name, call themselves, 
with deception, tho Humbled or the Poor of 
Lyons,” Omnem haresim quocumque no- 
mine censeatur per hujus Constitutionis 
seriem Auctoritate Apostolica condemnamus. 
In primis ergo Catharos et Patherinos, et eos 
qui se Humiliatos eel Pauperes de Lugduno 
falso nomine mentiunlur. (Sacr. Concil. 
Nora, et A CoUectio, tom. xxii. Venoliis, 
1778.) 
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a great many evils to the Catholic faith in the province of 
Emilia; but that, after his conversion, having entered the 
Dominican Order, he defended, during the remainder of his 
life, the revealed doctrine against the false principles of the 
heretics with all his might, and wrote a book to the same 
purpose. According to the same Dominican writers, besides 
the manuscript published by Jacob Gretzer (“ Ingolstadii,” 
1614, in 4to.), and reprinted in the “Library of the Fathers” 
(“Bibliotheca Patrum,” tom. xxv. p. 262 t’t seq. Lugduni, 
1677), there are two other manuscripts of the same work 
of Reinerius. One of them existed in their Convent at 
Rouen, and was afterwards brought to Paris; the other 
in the library of Trinity College, Dublin (t. ii. p. ii. 273, 
133), both on parchment.® These last two manuscripts are 
nearly identical; but Gretzer’s differs from them both in 
the order of the chapters and in the disposition and ex- 
pressions of some sentences, though it is admitted that this 
also is a genuine work of the same author, excepting the 
German words interpolated here and there in the text by the 
German publisher ; and, we may add, excepting the mistakes 
generally unavoidable when the manuscripts are very badly 
written and incorrect, as Gretzer confesses is the case with 
his te.xt. Hear him in his preface (L. C.): ^'‘Remerii Corn- 
mentarium ex papijraceo quodam codice admodum vitiose exarato 
exscribendum curavvrms. . . . Utinam codex emendatior et 
emaculatior obtiginset ! And, in fact, the title of the book 
in Gretzer’s publication, “ Reinerii Ordinis Prmdicatorum 
contra Valdenscs Iljereticos Liber,” does not comprehend 
the argument of the author, as the greater part of the work 


• Tlio tillc of tilt* work there is: Summa 
Fr. Jieiiierti de Ordine Fralrum Pradica- 
tnrum, De Calharia et Leoniatis, aive Pati- 
peribtis de Lugduno. The preface is : In 
nomine D. N. J, C., cum aeclce kareti- 
enrum dim fuerint muUie qua omnino fere 
destructa aunt per gratiam J. C, tamen 
duo principalea mode inveniunliir, quorum 
ultrra rocatur Cathari aive Paterini, et altera 


Leoniata aice Pauperea de Lugduno, quorum 
opinionea praaenti pagina annotantur In 
the same two manuscripts in the Hfth chapter, 
De Falaa Poenitentia Catkarorum, the au- 
thor states what he was: iiyo autem F, 
Reineriua dim kttreaiarcka, nunc Dei gratia 
Sacerdoa licet indignua, etc., dico indubi- 
tanter, quod in annia X VII. qgtibua conver- 
aatua aum cum eia, etc. 
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is n^ainst tlia Catharites. So it is with the title of the 
fourth chapter, “De Sectis Antiquorum Haereticorum,” which 
does not agree with all the names subjoined there, as there 
is a mixture of old and new heresies. The same Gretzer, in 
along catalogue of various readings (Bibl Patr., ibid. p. 
264), makes this addition to chapter iv. : Prwter sectas 

Manichivoruv} et Patherinonim qme ocaipant Loml)ardiam, 
et pra'icr sectas Ortlilniriorum, Runearionim" &c. ; and, line 61 
of the said page, chapter v., at the words *‘*’Eornm et rancor^ 
is said instead, “ Eomm et RuncariiP So, again, in chapter 
vi. {il)id. p. 269), amongst the Catharites a certain Joannes 
de lAtgduno is named ; yet, in the two other MSS. above- 
mentioned, this John is more than once called de Lugio : 
propriU opinionilms Joamm de Lugio ; dicius Joannes de 
Lugio lurresiarcha," &c. I mention this in order to show the 
leanied rc'ader that, since the Gretzerian text is so corrupt, 
although under the title “ De Sectis Antiquorum Ha3reti- 
corum ” there may be found some mention of the Poor of 
Lyons, that is no proof of their being of a greater antiquity 
than appears from the evidence of all other documents; 
and also from the following Chapter V. of the same text 
of Gretzer. Perhaps the adjective antifjuomm is also a 
mistake. 

Before reading the document, observe that in the fourth 
chapter of Gretzer’s MS. there are the following expres.sions : 
“Amongst all these sects which now are, or have been, there 
is none more dangerous to the Church than that of the 
Leonists, and this for three reasons. First, because it has 
lasted longer; some people say that it h.as endured from the 
time of Silvester, and some say from the time of the 
Apostles.” '‘’‘Inter omnes has sectas gme adhuc sunt vel 
fuerimt, non est peruiciosior Ecdcsiai quam I^eonistannn^ et hoc 
tribus de causis. Prima est quia diuturnior; aliqui cnim 
dicunt quod duravei'it a tempore Silvestri; aliqui a tempore 
Apostolorum." I am fully persuaded that nolmdy will 
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agree with those writers,*® who, on the strength of the pas- 
sage quoted, endeavour to establish the pretended antiquity 
of the Waldenses. First, because the author simply relates 
here what some people say, aliqui dicunt^ without giving any 
approval to that assertion. Secondly, because in the next 
chapter, in which Reinerius speaks for himself, he gives a 
downright denial to that oj)inion, as we shall presently see. 
The time at which the document was written is given at the 
end of the manuscripts mentioned by Echard (L. C.) : “ The 
above work was faithfully completed by the said brother 
Reinerius, the year of our Lord twelve hundred and fifty.” 
“ A.D. MCCL. coinpilatum est jldeliter per dictum Reinerium opus 
superius annotatum." 

“Chapter V. ‘Of the Sects of Modern Heretics’ (Bibl. 
Patr. L. C., p. 2G4). Observe that the sect of the Poor of 
Lyons, who also are called Leonists, had its origin after 
this manner: The principal citizens in Lyons being as- 
sembled, it happened that one of their number died sud- 
denly” in their presence. By this event one of them was 
so much frightened that he immediately gave a great 
amount of money to the poor; in consequence of which a 
great multitude of poor gathered around him, and he taught 
them to observe voluntary [)overty, and to be followers of 
Christ and of the Apostles. And, as he was to some extent 
learned, he made them acquainted with the New Testament 


Chnp. V. — Dc sectis modirnorum h/vrel'ic >rum. Xola qiml sectn Puuperum de 
Lugduno, qni et'utin LeonisOs dicnntur, tali modo orta e<st. Cum cices majores 
pariter esseiit in Lugduno, conligit quidam ex eis tnori subito corain eis. Unde 
quidam inter eos tnntnm fuit ierritns quod slatini nvignuin tbesauruin pauperihiu* 
trogavit ; et ex hoc maxima midf itudo puupentm ad enin conflnxit ; guns ijtse dneuit 
habere voluntariam /laujnrtatem, et e-Hse imitatores Chridi et Ajiodnhrum. Cum 
autem esset aliquantulam litteratus, Novi Testamenti textum dveuit eos vufgaritcr. 


** Morlund, “Tlic Ilistorv of the Evan- 
gelical Church of the Valievs of Pieinont," 
I>on<Ion, l6o8, pap* 28; John Ixger, " Ilis- 
toire clcs Eglises Evangcliquea de Piemont,” 
Ainslcrdnm, 1680, pap-s 16, 126, 169; and 
a score of their imitators, copyists, and fol- 
lowers. 


*' Rubvs, in hia “ Hiatoiro do Lyon," 
conSrma this atatoment, saying (page 268) 
that Peter Valdo iioinmc grand riche, lo <)ual 
eatant uno aoir anr aa portc avee sea voisins 
pnr prandor 1« frair. . . , un de la troiip)>o 
turaba siulain raide mort aur la place, etc. 
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in their vernacular language.” (Supply here what we know 
from other contemporaries, that Peter had the Gospels trans- 
lated by the two Priests Bernard Ydrosand Steven de Ansa, 
and that he and his followers went about preaching and 
spreading errors.) “ Being reproved for this act of temerity, 
he treated the admonition with contempt, and obstinately 
continued teaching, saying to his disciples that the Clergy, 
living a wicked life, envied their holy life and doctrine. 
The Pope then pronounced a sentence of excommunication 
against them, but they stubbornly disregarded it. And 
thus, to the present time, in every way they go on with 
their doctrine and with their rancour.” 


Section VI. 

PETER DE PILICHDORFF’S AUTHORITY. 

ETER DE PILICHDORFF, S.T.P., wrote his 
book against the AValdenses at the end of the four- 
teenth century, as appears from the thirtieth chap- 
ter of his treatise, where he says, that it was then the year of 
our Lord thirteen hundred and ninety-five : “ Jam sicui sen- 
biUir anno Domini mcccxcv.” There are three manuscripts 
of his work. The first'* is entitled, “ Oblationes contra Hoere- 
ticos Valdcnsium.” The second,'* “ Obviationes Sacrae Scrip- 
tune contra Errores Baldenses.” The third'^ has the full 
title, “ Petri de Pilichdorf Saerm Thcologim Professoris 
contra Haeresim Valdensium Tractatus.” (See Bibl. Patr. 
tom. XXV. p. 277, et scq.) John Leger, in his “ Ilistoire 

Pro qua temeritute cum fuisset repreheimis, coutempsit ct capit insistcre doctrime 
sme, diccus disc'ipulis suis, quod Clems, quando imlte vita esset, invideret sancta 
vita ipsoriiin et doctrina. Cum atdem Papa excommumcalionis sententiam tulisset 
in eos, peiiinaciier contempserunt. Et sic usque hodie in omnibus termitds illis 
proficit doctrina ipsorum et rancor. 



” DioraendiR MS. 


” NirnlainuR MS. 


* Topenioiwis MS. 
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Geuerftle ties Eglises Evangeliques de Piemont,” at pages 20 
and 175, and many other writers on the AValdenses, quote a 
passage from a fragment of PilichdorfF detached from its 
context, in order to confirm by it the fabulous antiquity of 
the Waldenses ; as the same Leger and some of his followers 
are in the habit of doing with the authorities of several old 
writers on the same subject. The time at which the Wal- 
densian sect began is already undoubtedly proved by the 
contemporaries in the first five articles, and in the fourteenth 
article of this part will be established by an unanswerable 
evidence from the ancient Waldensian manuscripts. I shall, 
however, state here and in the next sections some of the 
principal passages unfaithfully (juoted by Morland, Leger 
and their folloAvers, to show that the historical truth is 
actually confirmed by the authority of these very writers, 
who, either through ignorance or malice, have been too often 
quoted against it. Let us first read the whole text of 
the PilichdorfF fragment as it is printed. (“ Eibl. Patr.” L. C. 
p. 300). 

“ If the Waldenses should say that they are sent, let them 
bring forward some proof of their mission, and say if they 
have been sent by God or by any man. They are not sent by 
God, because, in order to prove their mission, they say that 
a companion of Silvester in the time of Constantine would 
not consent that the Church be enriched in those times, and 
that he for this reason separated from Silvester, keeping the 
path of poverty; and that the Church remained with him 
and his followers who lived in ix)verty ; and that Silvester 
and his followers apostatized from the Church. Again, they 

Vtihlemes dicant se missus, dicant suar missionis testimonium, et an sint missi 
a Deo vel ab homiue. Non a Deo ; qui pro suw missionis initto (alibi indicia) diaiut 
quod socius SUrestri, teinjmre C'onstantini, noluit consentire quod Eedesia Constan- 
tini temporibus ditaretur : et ex hoc a Siluestro recessit, vuiin pauj^rtatis tenendo : 
apud quern etiam, stiis <ulh/crentibus in jmupertate degentibus, Eerhsia permansit ; 
et Sihestnim cum sibi adhwrentibus ab Ecclesuc dicit cecidisse. Item <piod post 


'* Mark this well, "they say.” 
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say that three” (say eight)"* “ hundred years after Constan- 
tine some one came out from the country of Waldis,” called 
Peter, Avho equally taught the path of poverty, from -whence 
the AValdensian sect sprung up. But what kind of Avonder- 
ful signs arc there to give testimony to these assertions? 
While on the contrarv, the most famous actions and wonders 
of Silvester are knoAvn throughout the Avorld.” (Bibl. Patr, 
L. C. p. 278.) 

Chapter the First. “The birth and Origin of the Wal- 
densian heretics is this. XotAnthstanding that the sons of 
iniquity are spreading falsehoods among simple people, 
saying that their sect lasted from the time of Pope Silvester, 
namely, when the Church began to have possessions of her 
own. The heretics think that this is not lawful, as the 
Apostles of Christ Avere commanded to live Avithout any 
possession of their oavu. ‘ Do not possess gold or silver,’ &c. 
The Church answers, that the same Lord Jesus Christ who 
Avhilst in his mortal body said so to his Disciples, yet at the 
time of his going out and parting from them, he said (Luke 
xxii.), ‘ But noAv he that has a purse, let him take it, and like- 
Avise a scrip.’ What he forbade at first, hcdidalloAv them aftcr- 
Avards. It is therefore alloAvcd to the Prelates of the Church 

to have pos.sessions of their own to defend the Church, &c. 

* 

annos*^ trtceutos a Cotislantino surre.rU (fuidum e reijhme Wuhlis Petrus nominatus, 
qni similiter viam /iaujKTttiiis (locuii, a quibus secta Waldeiisis est orta. Sed quee 
signa virtulum pnedictis perhibent testimonium? cum tumcn facta ceUberrima el 
miraculu Silvestri totum mundum non latuerunt. 

Caput ] . — Ortus et ori<jo hrreticorum Waldensium talk est. Licet iniquitatk 
flii airam simplicibus mentiantur dicentes, sectam eorum durasse a temix>ribus 
Silvestri Pajuv, quando vitUlkd Pkclesia co'pit habere proprias possessiones. Hoc 
htpresiarcha; reputant non lierre, cum Ajfostoli Christi sine proprio Jussi sint vivere. 
(Miitth. X.): NoUte possidere aurum ne/pte arjentum, etc. Resjtondet Ecclesiu, 
quod Ub m Hominus Jesus Christus, qni quamdin niansit in cor/>or€ mortali dirit ad 
dkcipulos verbum jtra'missnm ; ij>se temjmre recessus et separatianis ab eis dirit 
(Lucfc xxii.): Sed nunc qui habet sacculum tollat similiter et juram.. Quod prius 
prohibuit, postea concessit. Idea licet Pnrlaiis Ecclesiasticis habere proprium ad 


'* This three is a misluko of the trnn- (leiiHinn manu-cripls. 
a 'l ibcr. It niii8t be eight hundred years, ns VaiiJ or Vnux, iu [.atlu Viddutn, bv the 

•bo snmo nnlbor a»yi», in the next pan^nge. Kbonc, nc.ir Lyons, 
lind wc shall see it also statisl in the Will- 
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Then they (the Waldenses) state a falsehood when they say 
that their sect lasted from the time of Pope Silvester. 
Wherefore, it is to be marked, that about eight hundred years 
after Pope Silvester, at the time of Innocent in the 

town of Walden, which is situated on the frontier of France, 
there was a certain rich citizen, who either read himself, or 
heard that the Lord said to a youth (Matth. xix.), ‘If thou 
wilt be perfect, go sell what thou luist, and give it to the 
poor.’ And as he went away sad, because he was rich and 
possessing much property, the Lord said, that ‘ A rich man 
shall hardly enter into the Kingdom of Heaven.’ And again, 
‘ It is easier for a camel to pass through the eye of a needle 
than for a rich man to enter into the Kingdom of Heaven,’ 
And lifter a few words, Peter said to the Lord, ‘ Behold, we 
have left all things and have followed thee.’ Hearing or 
reading this passage of Scripture, that Peter Waldensis 
taught that the Apostolic life was no more on earth, and 
resolved to renew it; and selling everything he had and 
giving it to the poor, began to lead a life of poverty. Some 
other persons seeing this, were touched in their hearts, and 

did the same Having been a length of time in 

poverty, they began to consider that the Apostles were not 


ihfeiuhmUtm Ecdmam, . . . McuiluHtur er<jo qiunl extemiMireSUvestri Papee 
aecta eoruin diiraucrit. Unde uoUmdum quod fere wtiiu/eidis annis jwat 
Papain Sdvestrnm, tempore I nnocentn Piqxv 1 1., in clvitate Walden, qiuv injinibits 
Francice situ eat, fuh quidam civis divee, qui vel i[m lefit vel aiidivit Dominuin 
dixisse ciiulain udulcscenti (JIatth. xix.): Si vis peifedus esse, vade, vends omnia 
qwt habes et da pauperibns, Et cum die (risiis abiisset, eo quod dives fuerat mulbis 
jwssessiones habens, dixit Dominiis : Quia dives difficile intrabit in 7'eynuin cwlorum. 
Et iterum : Multo facilius est camelum per foramen ucus transire quam divihm 
inirare in reynuin calorum. Et jxist fuiuca dixit Petrus Domino : Ecce nos 
relupiimus omnia et secuti sumus te. Putabat ills Petrus Watilensis, cum banc 
audiret aut leyeret scripturam, qiwd vita Ajiostolica Jam non esset in terra. Unde 
cwjitabat earn inmivare ; et omnibus venditui et piniperibus datis, capit litam pnu- 
perem ducere. Quod videntes quidam alii, Corde compuncti sunt et feceriint simi- 
liter . . . Cum autem diu i/i jniujnrtate J'uissent, incaperuut coyhare quod etiam 


'* A» Innocent II. wiui I’u|m‘ from tlieyenr 
1130 till 1113, wo miml sayeitlior timt tlie 
author «])oak« here of the time in which 


Peter Wahicnsis waa a youth, or that tho 
manuscript was incorrect, or badly copied. 
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only poor, but preachers also. And they too began to 
preach the Word of God. Their manner of acting being 
reported to the Apostolic See, the Apostolic Lord com- 
manded them to desist, because the preaching of the 
Word of God was not becoming for ignorant and unlearned 
people. They refused to obey, under the pretext that the 
Roman Court issued that prohibition moved by envy. As 
soon as it was known, the Church excommunicated them. 
And as they resisted with stubbornness, they were con- 
demned by the Church; and as they did not venture to 
preach publicly, they preached privately. Then in hatred 
of the Clergy and of the true Priesthood, assuming the errors 
of old heretics, and adding new and dangerous articles, they 
began to destroy everything, except the Sacraments only; 
and to condemn and blame those practices by which the 
Clergy, as a pious mother, unite their children, as the hen 

gathers her little ones under her wings And having 

so preached secretly for a long time, and under the appear- 
ance of fictitious godliness having detached many from the 
communion of the luithful, and brought them to their sect ; 
they thought their preaching ineffectual, unless they also 
scrutinized the consciences of their followers, through hear- 
ing their Confessions. And after a time, they began at last 
to hear Confessions, to enjoin penances, and absolve from 


Apoftoli Chriiiii non solum ernnt pnujvrcs, into etiam jtrwdicatores ; ccpptrunt et 
ipsi prmiiaire Verbum Dei. Quo<l jtostqttam ad Sedan AjmtoUcani peirenisset, 
mandat Domit.us Apostolicus quo<l cessnrent, cum prmlicatio verhi Dei rudibus et 
Ulitrralis non conveniat, Ipsi noluerunt ohedire, quasi hoc Homana Curia &r invidia 
prohibirct. Quo cfimjterto Eccle.da excommunicavit eos. Et ipsi resistentes con- 
tumacitcr, ab J-Icclesia coiidannati sunt. Et quia jam in palain prtedicare non 
pra-.dimebant, occulte sedtem proedicahant . Unde, in odium CUriconim et veri 

Sact rdofii, ex antiquis ertvribus veteranorum hwreticonim et superadditis noris et 
damnosis articulis, incaperunt, solis exceptis &icramenti.s, omnia de.itruere et ron- 
demnare et reprobate, per qua; Clerus, velut pin mater, JUios contp-eqat, siait gidlina 
confp-ei/at pullos suos sub alis. . . Cum autem Imijo tempore furtive preedicarent 
talitrr, et multos, .mb prerten.m sanctitath appimnti snmulaiione, a fidelium commu- 
n'ume ad suani sectam adducerent ; coijitabant inutiles esse ijtsrriim prerdicntioncs, 
nisi etiam sci~utarentur conscieutias credentium suortim jter Con 'essiones, Tandan 
jto.d succcssum tanporis, ine.<rperunt Con/essumes audirc, pxniten ins injungire, et a 
peccatis absolvere. Et quia a’edentes ipsorum vidcrunt ct qvotidie vidint eos 
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sins.'* And because their followers saw and daily see them 
endowed with an e.xterior godliness, and a good many Priests 
of the Church (0 shame!) entangled with vices, chiefly of 
lust, they believe that they are better absolved from sins 
through them than through the Priests of the Church. And 
if the Mercy of God be not pleased to inspire the Prelates of 
the Church to be more vigilant, there is fear that they may 
usurp for themselves still greater power.” 


Section VII. 

AKCIIBISHOP SEYSSELL’s EVIDENCE. 

)HX LEGER, in his history of the Evangelical 
Churches, quotes (at pages 15 and 171) amongst 
others a passage of the Rev. Claudius SeysseU, 
Archbishop of Turin, endeavouring to prove the fabulous 
Origin of the AValdcnsian sect by the authority of so good a 
witness; and making him say, that it arose in the time of 
the Great Constantine, from a very holy man called Leo. I 
shall jjive here the full te.xt of Sevssell alluded to, from 
which it will appear, that if Leger be not a deceiver, certainly 
he was grossly deceived. Archbishop SeysseU had the 
people of the valleys of Piemont under his pastoral jurisdic- 
tion, and visited them carefully in their villages and houses. 
It cannot be imagined then that he knew less of the Wal- 
denses of his time and their history than Perrin, Morland, 
Leger, and others, who spoke of them at a later age. 
SeysseU wrote his forcible and elegant disputations “Ad- 



exlei'iori sanctitate poUere, SocerdoUs vero Eedesus qmmjtlnrum$ riliis, pmh dolor ! 
et majcime carmdibus insistere, creduiU se melius per eos a pecentie ubsolvi 
qiuim per Stwerdotes EccUAte. Et nm Divina dementia dujnata fuerit Pnvlatis 
Ecdeme mnjorem inepirare riijdantiam, timendum eet ne fotie majorein sibi adhuc 
vsurpeiit potef totem . 


'* Though this l.-uit part of the <locimient I liavc innerted it here to ahow the reader how 

does not bear directly- on the |irc»cnt subject, far so fair a writer is to bo trusted. 
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versus errorcs et sectam Valdensiiim,” at the beginning of 
the sixteentli century. I shall produce a few passages from 
the edition of Paris, md.xx., hoping that the reader will not 
be tired with seeing the same facts repeated many times, 
and in so many documents. The Origin of the Waldenses 
has been for more than two centuries so much darkened 
with clouds of artificial misstatements by a great many 
writers, that, in order to establish the truth, it is necessary 
to bring forward many more witnesses than would be the 
case with regard to an ordinary historical fact. 

“ (Sheet I.) The weed of which we have resolved to speak, 
is the heresy of the Waldenses, who by the Roman Church 
are commonly called The Poor of Lyons. (Sheet II.) There 
is confided to me the country in which the infection of this 
plague either began or has obstinately endured from the 
beginning of the sect to this time. It is more than two 
hundred years*® since this heresy has been propagated in 
our diocese of Turin, principally in its extreme parts and 
amongst the gorges of those Alps, which divide France 
from Italy, both in the royal dominions of Dauphiny and 
those of Savoy : and the same sect has also in our age been 


(Fol, I.) HiK auttfin, de quo decrevimus zUaiiia, est Valdcnshim, 

qvos Pauperes de Lwjduno Eedesin Rumuna vuhjo appellat . . . (Fol. II.) Eet 
ea mUii reqio credita in qua pedis hiijus lues vel initium fecit, vd ab ipm sect(c 
oriqine ud luce usque temporu obstinatissime jjersei'crovit. Quippe in hoc Taurin- 
ensi iJh'cesi nostra, in extremis pncsertiin ejus partibus et inter ijxsas Alpium qme 
Gallium ab Italia determinant fauces, tain in reepa Delpbinalique quam in .Sabiiu- 
diensi ditiune, supra annus ducenlos luec haresis invaluit, jxdunupte nonnunuptam 


” Mnrk tlie words ; It is more than tiro 
hundred years since this heresy has bten pro- 
payated in our diocese of Turin, amonyst the 
gorges of those Alps which diride France 
from Italy. This statoim-nt baffles the ns- 
sertors of the immemorial existence of the 
Vamluis in Tiemont. Archbisho|) St-ysjsell 
wrote his disputations certainly not later 
than the year 1519, when he died. Is-t ns 
allow that the wonis, more than two hundred 
years, niity mean any additional period of 
years leas than onehnndn'd, because the ex- 
jiressiun, more than two hundred years, could 


not then b<! exact ; the author ou);ht to have 
said, in this case, it is now about three hun- 
dred years. Yet let us allow, for the sake 
of argument, that the timo meant by tho 
said expression W thre-e hundred years before 
the death of Si-_\ssell. Now, deducting 300 
from 1519, we have 1219 as the furthest ap- 
proximate year in which the Wahlcnsian 
heresy coidd have existetl in Pieinont. In 
Section .\II. of tliis first part the reader will 
find a more positiec proof on the ainie 
|H)int. 
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not unfrequeutly defended by the inhabitants, both by arms 
and by public disputatious aud preaching. (Sheet V.) Now 
in order to come to the point, it is pro[>er to mention the 
Origin of this sect, in order that everybody may know that 
it did not proceed from a man in any way famous; because 
its author, whosoever he was, had so low an extraction, and 
so little learning and reputation, that his very disciples do 
not dare to mention his name publicly ; and as regards either 
holiness of life, or literary pursuits and virtues and miracles, 
he had no renown at all. He was celebrated on this account 
only, that he gave his name to a very dangerous and im- 
pious sect. It is said that he was called Waldensis, and 
that he had the freedom of the town of L\ ons, from whence 
the infection of this plague spread. Nevertheless,®* some 
patrons of this heresy, in order to obtain favour with 
common persons ignorant of histor}', tell the story, that 
this sect had its beginning at the time of Constantine the 
Great, from a certain Leo, a man of very great sanctity, 
who holding in abhorrence the covetousness of Silvester, 
then the Pontiff of the city of Rome, and the boundless 
prodigality of the same Constantine, preferred following 
poverty in the simplicity of his faith to being defiled with 


ftb incolis et arniis et piiblicis (liiceptatwiiibits conciunibusque, nostra ctuirn cetate, 
drfensa fuit. . . (Fol. V.) Prlimm ujUur (ut ad rem ipsam accedaniiis) Orhjinem 
tecta htijiis ea ratione commemorare concenit, ut hitellu/aitt omnes, non ab alicujus 
nominis viro processisss. Hie denim qualisamque J'uerit, tain obscuro loco luitus, 
tamqnc mdlius diK'trina nidHiisqtie eJ.-istimationis fuit, ut tie ipsi qnidem ejus 
disciptdi judain pru/erre audeant : ut/xite qui neque viUc stmetitate neqiie litcraruin 
tek’iitia neque virtutum et miraetdorum t/loria clurus, hoc solo nomine famosus extitit, 
quoil pernieiosissima; iinpiissima’que secUe ex suo nomine vocabulum indulit. Val- 
densis quippe ( ut ajiint ) appellabatur, d Lutjdunensis urhis municeps fuit, unde et 
prima hujus jiestis contwjlo pullulavit, {Confunditur J'abula Jicti auctoris.) Quamvis 
nonnuUi hujus hivresis assirtores. ad blandiendum apud vuhjares et historiarum 
itjnaros favirrem, hnne corum sectam Constantini Mmjni tr.mporibus, a Leone quodam 
viro rcliqiosissimo, initium sunipsisse fabulantur, qui, execrata SHvestii liomance 
urbis tunc Pontificis aearitia, et Constantini ijisius inmoderata lariptione ; jXiupir- 
totem in Jidei simjdicitate se>jui maluit, quam cum Silrestri pinqui opulentoqiie 
Saardotio eyjutaminari. Cut cum omnes, qui de Christiana retujione recte sentie- 


>1 


1I«T0, tlic ni.ii'gin, is priiitcil, '* Tho faiilc of tlic forgoil autliur is refut«i." 
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the rich and earthly Priesthood of Silvester; (Sheet VI.) 
and that all those who were rightly affected to the Christian 
Religion, having united with Leo, and living according to 
the rule of the Apostles, transmitted this rule of true 
Religion to posterity. What can he more fabulous than this 
falsehood? Amongst so many approved Greek and Latin 
writers, who lived at that time or afterwards, who is there 
that has mentioned this man (Leo)? while there is left an 
everlasting memory of Antony, of Hilary and other ancho- 
rites, who, besides abandoning all worldly goods, passed their 
lives in the vast wilderness. From this single argument it 
is made clear that this heresy had its Origin not from that 
Leo, or from any other man famous for doctrine and holi- 
ness, but from that very citizen of Lyons, called Waldensis. 
He with perverted te.xts of the Holy Scriptures, and with 
sanctity simulated under the garb of povert}', having per- 
suaded simple and unlearned men and women to adopt his 
own opinions; spread in that town and the neighbourhood 
errors not a few, under the pretext of teaching a new 
religion. Afterwards (as the inconstancy of men is eager 
for novelties) the number of his followers being greatly 
increased, and the heresy of their opinions having become 
evident, he with his disciples was sent into exile from 
Lyons. The greatest number of them took refuge in the 
neighbouring mountains, hoping, not without reason as the 


btvit, adhasij^iil, sub AjMstohniin rr{/uht viventes (Fol. VI.) fuinc per m/tniis 
ad posteros vertt relu/umis normnm tninsmiseruni. Quo s<me coinmento quid 
esse /abxdosius f Quis eniin est niter tot probeitns auctnres Grrreos et Latinos, qui 

per id tenipus vel deinceps e.i’titcre, qui hujus hominis fecerit inentionem f Quuni 
tauten Antonii, IfiJnrii, certerorumque. anachoritnrum, qui pnvtcr rerum omnium 
humamu’um rontemptum, arctissiinam in vasta soliiudine. vitam deijerunt, memoria 
rdicta est sempitrrna. Quo uno nrqumenfo Jit jierspicuum, non a I^ne iUo atiove 
uUius nominis doctriiue sinwtitatmpte viro ; sed ab ipso Lwjdunensi cive Vtddensi 
nomine, hceresim banc inilium sumpsisse. Hie nempe, simpHcibus et indoctis turn 
viiis turn etiam mulierculis, adulterinis Saenr Srriptuixe doctrinis et simulata sub 
paupertatis specie sanctitate, in suam sententiam persuasis, eiTores nomndlos sub 
nuro rcliijionis pnrtertu, in ea urbe vicinisque locis dissaninare co'pit. Deinde ( id 
est humana inconstantia novarum rerum citpiela ) aucto majorem in modum assreta- 
torum ntimero et patej'acta hiirrsi, Lugduno cum suis seepiacihus pulsus, in prorima 
montana loca pars maxima sunt delapsi, baud incogitanter sjierantes, quoel eventus 
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event showed, that amongst countiy j)eople labouring under 
the want of worldly goods, and still more of learning and 
Religion, it would be easy to persuade them to adopt prin- 
ciples, which, besides being pleasant in themselves, could 
without trouble be accei)ted by ignorant persons, when con- 
firmed by some kind of reasons and some authority of the Holy 
Scripture. . . . The poison began to spread gently . . . and 
by-and-by some persons of some learning, but already badly 
disposed against our Religion, or for some cause enemies to 
the Priests, through opiwsition and en\y, began to be united 
to the sect. . . . (Sheet LXXXIX.) At last, to put an end 
to our volume, I pray you, 0 simple and unlearned men, 
whosoever have been deceived bv these barbas and heretics, 
I pray you by the power of Almighty God . . . and for 
the salvation of your souls, I exhort and conjure you to be 
on your guard against these false prophets, who approach 
you in the dress of sheep, but inwardly are ravening wolves. 
. . . Who forged some genealogies of that holy Leo, who 
never existed, from whom as we have said, they falsely 
state that in the age of the Great Constantine their sect had 
its origin, and that in subsequent times others succeeded 
him.” 


docuit, fore ut nisticanfe pUbis, inop'ui rerum multoque magis imjeuiorum et doctritux 
Rel'ujionifque laboranii, ea facile persuaderet qwv, prcpterquam quod concupiscibilia 
esseitt pro sese, raiione insiqyer aliqua et auctoritate Sacrce Scriptunr, apud imperi- 
tum vult/us approbari baud grarate jx»ssetit. . . Venenum paulatim diffundi coepit. 
JJonec jxiulatim jionindli alicujus literaturee viri, sed aut jampridem de nostra 
Rrliipone male sentientes, aut ixwerdotibus aliqua ex causa infensi, ad ecmulationem 
invidiainque illorum, huic sectee adheerere caq)erunt. (Fol. LXXXIX.) Denique, 
ut fnem imponamus operi, ros o simplices et igiiari litterarum, quicumque ab his 
barbis et hfrreticis dccepti estis, per Omnijmtentis Dei virtutein . . . et per sedutem 
animarum vestrannn, hortamur et obsecramus, ut ab idis falsis prophetis caveatis, 
qui veniunt ad vos in vestimeutis ovium, intrinsecus autem sunt lupi rajxices. . . . 
Qui genealugias quasdam confingunt illius s. Jxonis, qui numquam fait, a quo 
tempore Comtantini Magni sectam ham, ut pradirimus, initium habuisse et alios 
ilii j>er tempora successisse, mentiuntur. 
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Section VIII. 

ENEAS SYLVIUS I’lCCOLOMINl’S STATEMENT. 

HERE are some other authors to be quoted, not 
because tlieir authority is necessary to confirm 
what is already proved by the testimony of so 
many contemporaries, but because they are brought forward 
by John Leger, as holding the fabulous antiquity' of the 
Waldenses, whilst it evidently apjicars that they' are all 
against it. Eneas Sylvius Piccolomini, afterwards Pius II. 
(1458) is the first in order of time. His authority' quoted 
by Leger (L. C. page 172) does not prove anything for him. 
Piccolimini, speaking of the Waldenses, says that they' were 
a pestUe7it faction long ago cotnlenmed. Une faction pesti- 
lente et de long terns condemnee. Considering the date at 
which the Waldenses were first condemned, namely about 
sixteen y'ears“ before the end of the twelfth century'; and 
the time in which Eneas Sylvius w’rote his Bohemian His- 
tory', namely' about the middle of the fifteenth century, every 
body' will perceive that the expression “ lo?ig ago" can- 
not be used to prove for the Wuldensian sect any' greater 
antiquity than the real one of about two centuries and a 
half before the time in which Piccolomini wrote his history. 
The passage (/Enere Sylvii “ Opera quae extant omnia.” 
“ Historia Bohemica,” cap. 35, p. 103, Basileae, 1571) is this: 
“ They (the followers of Wickliff) broke forth into blas- 
phemies, and began to clamour against all Priests ; and re- 
tiring from the Catholic Church, gave their names to the im- 
pious and foolish Waldensian sect. The doctrines of this 
pestilent faction long ago condemned are these,” &c. 



“ Fi'ot'uj}emti( in bhs]>hentiitg et . . . in omnes latrnre Sacenloles enrperunt, et 
ab Ecvlceia Catholica reeedentes. iinpimn Vahtensium sectmn atque iimmiam ampb'ji 
sunt, ffujus pestiferee acjnm pridem damnata; fartionis dogmata sunt, etc. 


" Dv PojK) Lucius III., tlio year 11R4. (Seo our note 8.) 
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Section IX. 

S.\MUEL CASINl’s EVIDENCE. 



,IIE second in order of time is Samuel Casini or de 
Casinis, who by the same J. Leger (L. C. p. 1.5) 
is made to sav that the Waldenses arc as old us 
the Christian Church: and the same Leger (L, C. 172) 
assures us that Ca.sini says that he for his part cannot deny 
that the M aldetises alivays had been and still xcere ni embers of 
the. Christian Church. I could not find in the principal 
libraries of England or Italy Casini’s Vittoria Trionfale 
quoted by Leger (L. C.). But I have found in the King’s 
Library of Turin, a little Latin volume of the same author, 
printed in the same year 1550, and at the same place (Cuneo) 
as mentioned by Leger, in Avhich the same argument is 
treated; but the expressions arc quite contrary to those 
stated by I.,egcr. The book begins thus : De statu Dccicsice^ 
De Purgatorio, De Su^’ragiis Defunctorum., De Corpore 
Christi. Lihellus feliciter incipit contra Valdenses qui luvc 
omnia negant. At the end of the volume there is [>rinted : 
Perfeetus est iste tractatulus per me Fratrem Samuelexn de 
Casinis die 26 Octobris \h\{) die Sabhati in mane. Impres- 
sinn autem per me Simonern Bevilaqua Papiensem vi egregio 
oppido Cunei anno nostne salutis 1510. Let us hear what he 
says on the |X)int. 

“ These (pp. 2, 3) are the arguments of the Waldenses, in 
their substance extracted by myself from their sayings, from 
which it clearly appears, that they conclude.^ that they are the 
Church of God, and that the real Pope is amongst them. 
The truth is manifestly the reverse ; because what they say 
cannot be proved by any direct or indirect authority of the 


Isla sunt nrijumcntn VitMensiiim virttuililer ex suk (tictis a me e.rcei'pin, ex quihus 
dare paUt ipsas inferre quod ipsi sunt Ee.desiaDd, et quod in ipsis est vents Papa. In 
contrarium jwlet veritns, eo quod ex nulla aiietoritate .icriptunp, ueque directe neque 
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Holy Scripture, and besides it is repugnant to all reason. 
. . . . From what pages before the end) has been said, 
after a sufficient division, it folloAvs that the barbarians and 
the Jews, who evidently are infidels, or the Valdenses who 
do not know the Church of God, and who deny the practices 
of the Church of God, which she now holds, and has received 
from the primitive Church, arc not the Church of God.” 



Section X. 

REV. EDMUND CIIAMPIOn’s ASSERTION. 

)HE third, in order of time, is the famous Edmund 
Champion, S. I., who towards the end of his life 
in London, gave in his little pamphlet an eloquent 
and forcible account of his own Catholic persuasion to the 
English “ Academicians.” A passage of his also is grossly 
misrepresented by John Legcr, who says (L. C. p. 15), 
that Champion calls the Waldenses Majores nostros^ and 
from this appellation argues that Champion means to say 
that the Waldenses are more ancient than the Church of 
Rome. And the same Leger repeating again (L. C. p. 171) 
the Majores nostros as said by Edmond Champion, adds sati- 
rically: “Yes your Majors, from whom you have much 
degenerated,” Dotit vous avez bien degenerL Now let us 
read the only passage in the Address of Champion*® to which 
Leger can possibly have alluded, and mark either the igno- 
rance or the impudence of this undeservedly celebrated 
historian of the Waldenses. 


indirecte potest hoc elici, into repitgnat omni rationi. . . Ex dictis ergo (^probatur) 
a sufficienti divisione, tion esse Ecciesiam Dei barbaros et J udeeos qiii expresse sunt 
itifideles, tiec Valdaises qui ignorant E< clesiam Dei, et qtti negant modum Ecclesice 
Dei, quern nunc tenet et habet a priinitiva Ecclesia.*’ 


Prascnplionesaiii'ersushitredcos: Ed- min's Ang/itt — Seeunda ralio," pa^s 670, 
mtindi Oampiani Itationrs rrddiitt Acade- 671, Mofftintiw, anno MDCII. 
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“ If tlie heretics should wish to have a Ohurcli, tliey are 
obliged to establish one in the darkness, and call by the 
name of their fathers those whom they had not known, and 
no mortal man had ever seen. If perchance they would not 
glory to acknoAvledge for their ancestors those who were 
evidently heretics, as Aerius, Jovinianus, Vigilantius, Hel- 
vidius, the Iconoclasts, Berengarius, the Waldenses, Lo- 
thardus, Wickleff, Huss, from whom they have begged 
some fragments of doctrine.” 



Section XI. 

PRIOR ROREXGO’s TESTIMONY. 

ill ERE are two other Catholic writers of the 
middle of the seventeenth century, quoted by 
Morland, Leger, and a great number of their 
abettors, in order to confirm by some detached passages 
stolen from them the immemorial antiquity of the Wal- 
densian sect. The first is the Reverend Mark Aurelius 
Rorengo, or Rorenco, of the Counts of Lucerna, one of the 
Waldensian valleys. Sir James Morland (“History of the 
Evangelical Churches of the Valleys of Piemont.” London, 
1658, pp. 13 to 28,) and principally John Leger (“llistoire 
Generale.” Amsterdam, 1680, pp. 14, 163, 173,) quoting 
Rorengo with praise, makes him say generally that “ There 
is no certainty of the time in which the Waldenses first 
appeared, that in the ninth and tenth century they were 
not a new sect,” &c. We only observe that Rorengo 8])cak- 
ing of the different sects of the eighth, ninth, tenth and 


“ Hi {H(erelid) coffuntur Ecclesimn, si quam voieiit, in laUbris venditare, et eos 
parentes asso’ere, qiios nec ipsi novennt, ncque moiiolium qttisqmm aspexerit. 
Eisi forte gamlent majonbtis iltis quos htrvrticos fiiisse liquet, lit Aerio, Joviniano, 
Vojdantio, Ihlvidio, Icononutchis, Binnijimo, Waldensibus, Txithardo, }Vicle/o, 
Hussio, a quibiis pestifira qiiirdam frogmeiita doijinatum emcndicarunt." 

TJ 
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eleventh centuries, makes no mention of the Waldenses, or 
the Poor of Lyons, ^^'hen he mentions the twelfth century, 
he points out that the Waldenses were condemned in that 
centurj'. But let us hear the Reverend Prior speaking for 
himself, and destroying the castle built in the air.** 

“ They of the valleys, in order to show that they are 
of an ancient source, put forward and boast to be the 
descendants of Waldus. . . . Now, Boterus relates, that 
from the year 1159, Waldus began to form a new doctrine 
in Lyons, and that he retired with his disciples into the 
valleys and Alps of the Dauphiny and Provence, and that 
some others went to Picardy. Gualterius says, that this fact 
happened in the year 1160, and that Waldus was con- 
demned at the Council of the Lateran under Pope Alex- 
ander.*® . . . Now there are persons who say that out of 
those who were exiled from Lyons, there were some who 
from that very time retired to the valley of Angrogna. 
But I believe that they only stopped within the mountains 
of Dauphiny, because there is no proof either that they 


Quej'ti ilelle valli si vagHono e si onomno di esscre delli disemuUnti di Veddo 
. . . Ora U Butero rifensce die del 1159 comindh Vtddo a fonnarsi una nuova 
dottrim in JAinie, e die in ]x>co temjw sia stato caedato da Lione, e~ rilirahsi con i 
suoi nelle valli e A! pi del Delfinato e Provema, altri In Piccardia, Giialterio dice 
die fosse nel 11(50, e die sia stato condannato nel condlio Lateranese sotto jnijia 
Alessandrv . . . Ora ri i chi vnule cite di quest! scacciati da Lione, chiamati 
Voided o Poveri di Lione, se ne fossero dno in qiielli tempi ritirati nella valle di 
Angroijna. Ma credo che solamente si deno trattenuti neili inonti del Delfinato ; 
jHjidd non si trova die albino testimonio di alcun suo progresso, ni di gastigo : ma 


** “ Brevo nurnizione <leH’ introJuBiono 
degli crctici nelle Valli del Piemonte,” Torino 
1632, pages 67, 69, 60. And “ Memorio 
istoriclie dell* introdusionc dcH’cresic nelle 
Valli di Lucerna &c." Torino, 1649. And 
also ” Ksanic intomo alia nuova Confessiune 
di fede delle Chiesc rifonnate di Piemonte,” 
Torino, 1668. 

“ This is Ale.xander the Third, who, ex- 
alted to the Popedom in 1169, held the third 
CV>uncil of I.ateran, which was the eleventh 
generd, in the year 1179, and dicil in 11?1. 
The assertion of Gualterius, that the Wnl- 
dcnscs wero condemned at the said Council, 
is not ronfirnicd, to my knnwle<lge, hy any 
document. That some delegates of their 


bo<ly went then to Home in onlcr to be au- 
thorised in their proceedings, and that they 
went b.ack with a refusal, is the only fact 
ascertained by the English Franciscan Walter 
Jilapes or Mapeus, who saw, and had some 
conversation with two of them in Rome, and 
has led a very interestingaccount about them 
in his work, Dc Xiigis Curialium,” kept 
among tho MSS. of the Bodleian Library, 
Oxfonl. Tho part of the MS. in which is 
relnU-d his conversation with two of the am- 
bassy has been published by Archbishop 
Ushcr.in his work ••DeChriafianar. Kcclesiar. 
. . . Continua succcssione,” &c. lK)ndini, 
1087, f. 112. 
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came here, or that they suffered any punishment; but that 
many years afterwards, having much increased in numbers, 
they spread into different parts of the world. ... So we 
cannot state with certainty the time in which they first 
came here. It is not very easy (“Mem. Istor.” pp. 6 and 
7) to find out precisely the time at which the Waldensian 
sect was introduced here, and what their belief was. Some 
persons thought that they were Albigenses already confuted 
in the time of Saint Dominic. . . . Others were of opinion 
that they were followers of John Huss and of Jerom of 
Praga. . . . But the common opinion is that they are dis- 
ciples of Waldus, called Waldenses, or Poor of Lyons, who 
exiled from F ranee, retired part into the corners of Provence, 
part into those Alps which stand between France and Pie- 
mont. They had this peculiarity, namely, to live in common, 
and to be very secret in their doctrines. . . . Besides, in 
order that their errors might not be there knoAvn, each one 
of them was ordered to attend publicly the Divine Services 
of the Catholics. . . . Now, without going from the proofs 
(Esamc, p. 9), from the very assertions of your own writers, 
it is manifest that the opinion, of your ancestors having 
professed the Thirty-three Articles from the Apostles to our 
own time, is a false one. . . . Because though from that 
time to the present hour, there have been many sects, or, as 
you say, churches, adverse and rebellious to the Catholic 


che molli anni doj)o, avendo assai popolato, ni sieiio sjxirsi in moltf. jxtrti del mondo 
. , . e co.«i non si pno avere contezza del principio del suo inpresso. 

II fopere precisamente il tempo che fu introdotta la setta dei Voided in tpiesd 
}»]X)li, e che com abhiano crednto,non i tanto facile. Alcuni sono sfati di parere che 
fossero Allngesi confutati Jino al tetnjw di San Domenico . . . Altri li stimnrono seguaci 
di Giovanni Huss e di Girolamo di Praga . , . Perb la comune opinione i che siano dei 
sepuaci di Valdo, chiamati Valded o Poveri di Lione, qiiali scacciati da Erancia, si 
ritirarono parte in alcuni angoli della Pivvenza, ed altri fra queste Alpi tra Francia 
e Piemonte, Ebbero questi in jHtrticolare il vivere in comune, e segretissimi nella 
dottrina. And per non palesare allora i loro errori, cu/scuno era esortato di andare 
publicamente alii Divini Officii Cattolici. . . . Ora, senza juirtire dalle pruove, con 
vostri proprii scrittori consta che falsa sia V opinione, cioi avere li vostri antenati pni- 
fessata la Confessione dei 33 articoli dalli Ajtostoli sino ai nostri ultimi tempi . . . 
Che sebbene cUi quel tempo sinora vi sieno state sette, o chiese, come voi elite, op- 
ponenti ossia ribelU dalla Chie.m Oattoliai, tuttavia non si trova espressamente che 
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Churcli; yet tliere is nowhere distinctly to be found in 
them the confession of the Thirty-three Articles published 
by you. . . . (L. C. pp, 14 and 15.) I have represented 
all these facts in order to prove clearly that it is untrue 
that your confession of faith has been professed from the 
Apostles to this present age; because, there would have 
been found different practices, different orders, different 
articles, without making these new ones in the year 1564. 
. . . To endeavour to send a date a thousand years and 
centuries back, is a malice deserving to be severely cor- 
rected. . . . According (L. C, p. 47) to Saint Augustin, 
the true Church is that which communicates with the Roman 
Pontiff, whose succession to Alexander VII. we are pre- 
pared to hear you sa}* is not as well proved, as the succession 
of your Barba Martini from the Apostles is proved by the 
chronicles and the synods of the valleys : the catalogues of 
which we are always expecting with great desire that you 
should show to us : because to the present time we could not 
obtain from you even one authentic proof of your continued 
succession in your beautiful Waldensian nobleness.” 


sia aUiia in essere la confefsione (li 33 articoH che (Into aveie alia luce. . . . Tutti 
quesli succeesi lio ra/yprejftntato per far vedere evidentemente non esser vero che la 
rostra confe.sstone di fede nuova sin staia pw/essata (higli A/mtoU sino 7ios(ri 
secoU, ]>erchi stti'ebbiro ful ritrovate altre discipline, altre ordinanze, altri arliadi 
senza fare ijuesti nuovi nd 1 564 . . . Voter far passerre vn’ antidata di mille e 
centinaja (T anni . . . i tnalizia da esser corretta con sercriU. Vera i la Ckiesa che 
comunica col Pontefice liomano, dice Sanf Ae/ostino; Ut di cui sttccessione sino ad 
Alessundm VII. stairino as]>ettaiuh che mi alletjh'mte essere men prorata che qudla 
daffli Ai>ostoli sino alii wstri Barba Matiini, per le cronichc e dnodi delle valli; 
delle quail starano con gran de.siderio altendeiido che roi facciate vedere i cataloghi, 
mrntre sino ad oiri non abbiamo da roi potato 7'icarare una 2>ruora autentica della 
continuata rostra bella nobiltd Valdese. 
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Section XII. 

REV. THEODOKUS BELVEDERE’S EVIDENCE. 

HE Reverend Theodorus Belvedere is the other 
% 

author alluded to in Sect. xL Morland (I. c. pp. 


28, 37), Leger (1. c. pp. 14, 1G9), and others, 
quote the following passage from Belvedere’s “ Relazione 
uir Ema Congregazione di Propaganda Fedc” (Torino, 
1636) : “ The valley of Angrogna always and in every time 
had heretics.” And the reader is directed by them hence to 
conclude, that this “famous missionary” (as Leger calls 
him) confirms the supposed immemorial antiquity of the 
Waldensian sect. Now, let us read the full text of Theo- 
dorus, and it will be evident that his assertion does not 
extend the antiquity of the sect further than the time of 
Peter Waldensis. Besides the passages from the “ Rela- 
zione,” I shall give some other extracts from the same 
author out of his “Turris contra Damascum,” also printed 
at Turin in the same year, 1636, which will confirm the 
same point. 

“ (‘ Relazione,’ p. 37.) Further to the North, facing the 
West, there is the valley of Angrogna, which at one time or 
another always had heretics, either Albigcnses or Waldenses, 
as is gathered from the chronicle of the Dominican Fathers, 
where it is stated that the holy Vincent Ferreri had been 
preacliing there.”“® (P. 242, se^.) “ The unhappy valleys 

of Lucerna, Angrogna, Saint Martin, and Perosa .... 
always have been subject to various plagues of heretical 


P'lii, verso il settentrione al meileshito aspetto oevidenUde i /« voile di Ani/ro<jna, 
la quale sempre in un tempo o in un altro ha avtdo cretici o Alhhjesi o Voidest, 
sccondo cite si rncaMjlie dalle croniche dei Padri Domeniconi, inemnrando essvrvi 
slato a predicat e il Santo Vincenzo Fa'reri. . , Le sfortiiiiate valli di Lucerna, 
Ainjrotjna, San Mortitio e Ptivsa . . . semjne sono sUde sojgctte a vurii Jlatjelli o 


** Saint Dominic, the founder of the Dominican Order, died in the year and 

•St. Vincent Ferreri much later, in tlio year 1419. 
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locusts, or of unfaitliful caterpillars, mildew and grass- 
hoppers. Wherefore the most illustrious and most reverend 
Prior of Lucema says, in his Narrative of the introduction 
of the heretics into the valleys of Pieraont, that it was the 
opinion of some persons that the first heretics introduced 
into the valleys had been the Albigeijses, who came out 
from the mouth of Cerberus about the year 1160.” .... 
{Ibvi. p. 249, et seq.) “And since the same Prior concludes, 
that he thinks it probable that the heretics now living in the 
said valleys are the descendants of Wald us, I may be allowed 
to explain in a few words the time at which they arose, who 
was their founder, and how they came into the valleys, and 
how they changed their sect, adopting the reformation of 
Calvin. According to Guido, they arose about the year of our 
Lord 1170, from Waldus merchant of Lyons, who, excited 
by the heresy of the Catharites, which was spreading at that 
time, rose up and caused a schism against the Roman 
Church.” . . . 

It would be useless to quote everything Belvedere says 
about the Waldenses in his Narrative, as the present point is 
to show that this ■writer, by the expression that “ those 
valleys always had heretics,” does not mean a time prior, 
but posterior, to the existence of Peter Waldensis. This 
clearly appears, not only from the reported passages, but is 
further shown from his quoting an order, dated the 28th 
November, 1474, “against the heretics of the valley of 
Lucerna, called Poor of Lyons,” bearing the signature of 
John Campesio, Bishop of Turin, and of Father Andrew 

d\ ertticfili Ivcuste, o (V injidi bruchi, rubhjini e cavallette. Onde narra il mollo II- 
lugtre e motto Reverendo Siffiior Priore di Lucerna nella sua norrazione della in- 
hvdnzlone deijli eretici netle valli di Piemonte, essere stato jmrere ili aland che i 
primi ereiid in queste mlli introdotti sieno staii Albiqesi, i quali usdrono dalle faud 
di Cerbero Vanno 1 160 »n drea. . . E pcrchi il meiUdmo Signor Priore conclude, 
jHtrere a ltd vcrisindle die gli ereiid che ora in dette valli dimorano siano discendenti 
da Valdo, mi sut ledto con due parole esplicare il tempo che quesH prindpiarono ; 
Vautore, e come vennero nelle valli, e come abbiano mutato setta col pigliare la riforma 
Caldniana. Questi, secondo Guido, ebbero prindpio drea I anno del Signore 1170 
<la Valdo mercante di Lione, il quale comincib a sollevarsi e fare sdsma contra la 
('■hiesu Romana, eccitato dalla eresia dd Cottad, che a quel tempo si promulgava. 
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John of Acquapendente, Under-delegate of the Holy Office, 
as well as from a proclamation of the Most Serene Duchess 
Jane of Savoy, dated Rivoli, 23rd January, 1416, “against 
the heretics, poor of Lyons or Waldenses,” in order to prove 
that the "Waldenses were then in the valleys. But let us 
hear Belvedere again in his “ Turris contra Damascum ” (pp. 
26, 27, 30), where, besides reixjating the fact of their being 
founded by Peter Waldensis, he reproaches the sectarians 
for having abandoned their mother the Catholic Church : 
“The Waldenses arc those who, being the followers of 
Peter Waldone of Lyons, in France, were called at first the 
Poor of Lyons. . . Since that Waldus of Lyons, their father 
and founder, being a cunning and rich merchant, desiring to 
found and assemble a new sect through the persuasion of 
Satan, in order to comply with his licentiousness, resolved 
to renew the old Church of the Apostles, in which every- 
thing was in common, principally the wealth. And so he 
gave his riches in common, and a great many poor, who 
Avere starving, gathered around him. From thence the sect 
of the Poor of Lyons began. . . That the Waldenses after- 
wards had corroded the bosom of their mother, when, like 
the dog Cerberus, they bark so badly against the Roman 
Church, endeavouring to pluck out of her her soul and 
bowels, as Nero Avith Agrippina his mother, I think that it 
cannot be reasonably disputed. And that the Roman Church 
Avas to them a A'ery kind mother, it is not only true in some 


“ C(rterum VaUletiaeit sunt qui a Petro VtiUloue in Gallia Luijdunsi trvrti, 
pritnum Puuptres de Linjduiio sunt appellnti. . . Quoniam Valdtis ills Linjdu- 
fiensis, eoritm parens et auctor, cum caUidus esset locujdesque mercator, intendens 
(suasu deemonis') noram sectam, ut su(e libidini satisfaceret, instituere et coadunare; 
vetustam Aiwslolicamque Eedesiam, in qua omnia communia, prersertim facultates, 
suppeditarentur, renovandam consuluit, Sicque opibus suis in commune erogatis, 
quamplurimi pauperes qui inedia conjiciebantur, coufwjerunt ad euin . . . hineque 
secta Pauperum de Lwjdum inchoavit. , . Quo<l deinceps Valdenses corroserint 
inscera matins, dum adeo contra Romanam Ecclesiam instar canis Cerberi oblaterant, 
eidem viscera simtd et animarn, Neronis iiistar aya suam matrem Agrippinam, 
eruere; arlntror non posse oppositum jure deducL At vero quod Ecclesia Romana 
exRterit eis humanissiuut parens, est adeo verum quam quoil verissimum ; nam ejc ea 
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measure, but in the very highest degree. Because Waldus 
was iier son, and he and his first followers were fed and 
nourished with the milk of her Evangelical Doctrine, and 
he in the yetvr of our Lord 1170 drew his impious sword 
against his own nurse.” 


Section XIII. 

EXTKACTS FROM SOME MANUSCRIPTS IN THE KING’s 
LIBRARY OF TURIN. 

g X the library of King Victor Emanuel in Turin, 
there is an impublished manuscript in folio, num- 
bered 1()9; which appears to have been written 
a little after the time at which John Leger published his 
“ Ilistoire Generale.” The title of the manuscript is : “ liis- 
toire veritable dcs Vaudois,” without the name of the writer. 
'I’hat part of the MS. which relates the facts which happened 
in the second half of the seventeenth century, is very in- 
teresting, and we shall make use of it in our second part. 
Here we shall only give a faithful summary of what the dili- 
gent and truthful writer says about the Origin of the Wal- 
denscs in Piemont. And in order that every body be able 
to compare our abridgment with the original, the numbers 
of the pages of the said MS. shall be quoted. 

(Pp. 4, 5.) “ Peter Waldensis from being a rich merchant, 
changed his manners of living, and followed poverty at the 
sudden death of one of his companions in the year IIGO 
under Louis VII. king of France, and Pope Alexander 111.“’ 
That Peter AValdensis was the founder of the sect of the 

ortus esl Vuhlus, ejusque lacte Evaiujeiicce Doctrina iiutrUus niitt cum priiius suis 
Sfctariis cl alitus, anno Domini 1170, yladiiim iniqtium contra propriam nutricem 
arripuit'* 



” He «al in the Pontilicul Chair from 11-59 to llSl, as wc have btfure reiiiaiki.'vi 
(note 25). 
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Vaudois is stated also b}' John Diibravius, bishop of Olinutz 
in his fourteenth book of the Bohemian history (‘ Prestannaj 
ex Oflicina Gualterii an. 1552’), where he says: The author 
of the sect is Peter Waldensis, a Gaulois by nation, of the 
town of Lyons, a silly, ignorant and unlearned man, who is 
not worthy to be numbered amongst the serious heretics. 
‘ Auct&r ejm Petrus cognomine WaldeusVf^ natione Gallm^ civi- 
tate Lugdunus^ vir idiota, indoctus illiteratus, nec dignus inter 
seinos hcereticos numerari.' (P. y.) At the time of the said 
Alexander III. a Gallican Council was held in the year 1176, 
under the presidency of Guilbert, Bishop of Lyons, who with 
the approbation of a great number of Bishops and Prelates 
•condemned Peter Waldensis as a false prophet, hyjx)crite 
and enemy of God.” 

Here I would call attention to what is reported by some 
other contemporaries of Peter Waldensis, and is also asserted 
by the Rev. G. B. Semeria (“Storia della Chiesa Metrojx)- 
litana di Torino,” 18 10), namely that another Archbishop of 
Lyons, called Bolismanis or Belismanus, condemned Peter 
Waldensis, and even exiled him with his I'ollowcrs from his 
diocese. Belismanis ruled the diocese of Lyons from the 
year 1182 to the year 1195.* 

(Pp. 32, 33.) “ It seems that the first coming of the Wal- 
denses into Piemont was at the time of Philip Augustus 
King of France. They, after retiring to the mountains of 
Douphiny, multiplied to such an extent that in order to pro- 
cure for themselves the necessaries of life, by degrees they 
crossed the mountains of Piemont and descended into the 
valleys of St. Martin and Lucerna in the commons of An- 
grogna, Villar, and Bobbio. This hap|xjned when Thomas I. 
Count of Savoy and Prince of Piemont was yet a minor, 
under the gmirdianship of the Marquis of Monferrato; and 
the Savoyards adhered to Pope Alexander III. and were 
against the Emperor Frederick surnamed Redbear. Thomas 

* Sif our iKitc G. 
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having attained his majority was obliged to take part in 
the wars of his time, and could not attend to what was 
taking place in the mountains and valleys of Piemont, where 
the Counts of laicerna still exercised a great power. It then 
so happened that the AValdenses had time to settle there and 
to multiply with their families ; and they were not molested 
at that time by the Catholic inhabitants of the places. The 
fact is that at the beginning the Waldenses; keeping their 
religious opinions to themselves alone, and holding their 
secret meetings now on the very tops of the mountains, now 
in the grottoes, now in their low and dark huts ; gave no out- 
ward sign of their disagreeing in any way from the Catholic 
Doctrines. Besides, they appeared of a good moral and tem- 
perate life, and lovers of hard work ; and at the same time 
they frequented the Catholic Churches and occasionally 
approached to the Sacraments with the Catholics. And in 
order not to give rise to any suspicion that they were under 
the spiritual guidance of their own religious chiefs, they 
gave them the not suspicious name of Barba ; which in Pie- 
montese tongue means uncle, and is given to the elders also 
as a mark of respect ; and they thus disguised the honour 
shown to them under the pretext of relationship or of old age.” 
(P. 42.) “But at last, James, Bishop of Turin, perceiving that 
the bad Waldensian and heretical grass had grown in the 
middle of his Catholic field, wrote to, and also called on the 
Emperor Otto, in order to obtain his imperial aid in exter- 
minating the Waldenses from his diocese, as the Bishop of 
Lyons had done.® This happened in the year 1209 or 1210. 
J^mes obtained his petition and was fully authorized to em- 
ploy for the purjK)se even the imperial assistance. But, as 
immediately afterwards disagreements arose between the 
Emperor and Pope Innocent III., it seems that the Bishop of 


” John Semcria, in his “Storia dolla 
Chiesa iletropolitana di Torino,” 1840, adds, 
from old documents, (hat the Bishop, in his 
application to the Bmperor, said: That 


heretics going astral/ icith errors, and inflex- 
ible tenth obstinacy had recently crept into his 
diocese, JIark the word recently. 
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Turin was unable to employ the means promised to him, and 
in consequence the Waldeuses remained unmolested ” (Pp. 
48, 50.) “ Under the same Innocent III. the Waldenses, with 
other heretics were condemned in the Council of Lateran.” ” 

Here Ave shall subjoin some other particulars relating to 
the first Waldensian existence in Piemont, abridged from 
another manuscript, also existing in the King’s Library of 
Turin, amongst 2 Miscdl(inea Patria^ Volume cxxii. The 
author of the MS. is Monsieur Vegezzi, a very exact and 
careful writer. 

“ The oldest public document in which the Waldenses are 
mentioned who came into the district of Pinerolo, is con- 
tained m the book of the Statutes of that town of the year 
1220. There is set a fine of ten soldi ujAon any person who 
should give shelter or harbour to any of those innovators. 
Observe that according to the opinion of antiquarians, ten 
soldi of the money of that time are equal to about 280 francs 
or lire of the present French and Italian coins, a very heavy 
fine indeed. The said book of Statutes Avas published in 
Turin in the year 1602, with this title : ‘ Statutes and Orders 
given by the most illustrious Count, and by the Wisemen of 
Pinerolo during the year twelve hundred and tAventy.’ 
Statuta et ardinanienta facta per Ultistrissimum Dominuni 
Comitem et Sapientes Pinerolii currente inillesimo ducentesimo 
vigesimo. ‘ Again it is ordained that if any man or woman 
shall knowingly give harbour to any Waldensis man or 
Avoman within the district of Pinerolo, he or she shall pay the 
fine of ten soldi every time he or she shall so harbour them.’ 
Item statutum est quod siquis vel si qua hospitaretur aliquem vel 
aliquam Valdensem vel Valdensam^ se sciente^ in posse Pinerolii^ 
dabit bannum solidorum decern quotiescumque hospitabitur" 

From the said document it is plain that in the year 1220 
the Waldenses were not resident or established in the dis- 
trict of Pinerolo, and that they brought with themselves the 


^ It was tl)v twciah General Council and tlio fourth of Lateran bold in the year VZ15. 
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name of Waldenses, with which they were already called 
before entering there. This is a proof against those partial 
writers, who, being forced by the historical evidence to admit 
that Peter Waldensis is the author of the Waldensian sect; 
nevertheless, without any foundation, state and endeavour to 
make us to believe that the followers of Peter, coming into 
Piemont, united themselves with the Vaudois already from 
time immemorial supposed to exist there.*® Idle tale of 
story tellers! 

The same MS. continues : “ P rom the said year 1220 the 
Waldenses are not mentioned in any way in the Piemontese 
documents till the year 1334 in which the Prince William of 
Acaja gave an order to Belangerus of Rorengo, and to Uretto 
his nephew, who were the masters of Della Torre, and to the 
other feudatories of the valleys of Pellice and Chisone. The 
order directed them to put a stop to the preachers of those new 
doctrines already excommunicated in the year 1332 by Pope John 
XXII. ; because the said preachers would not cease nor deswt 
from preaching. After this order, there is a long silence 
about the Waldenses in the State Memorials for nearly a 
century and a half. Then comes a Rescript of Duchess Io- 
lanta, dated the 23rd January, 1476, and an order of Duke 
Charles I. issued in the year 1484 for the purpose of re- 
pressing the Waldenses, who would not desist from spreading 
their new principles. And it was necessary that the Prince 
should send a good number of soldiers to subdue them. 
At that time the Waldenses would have been scattered alto- 
gether, if the clement Sovereign had not, upon their humili- 
ation and begging pardon, been moved to compassion. He 
was satisfied Avith only levying a fine to defray the expenses 
of the war. From this year 1484 there is no public act in 
the Piemontese Annals having relation to the Waldenses, 
till the year 1535.” 

See Morlond’s “ History of the Evan- London, 1827, page 18; Alexis Muston.D.D., 
gelical Church;” Willinin Jones's “History “The Isrmid of the Alpe," Glasgow, 1867 — 
oftlie Waldenses,” Is)mlon, 1812, pge 843 ; Introtiuction ; and many others. 

W. H. Gilly, M.A., Narrative,” &c.. 
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Section XIV. 


OTHER AUTHORITIES NOT LIABLE TO SUSPICION, PRINCIPALLY 
THAT OF THE WALDENSIAN MANUSCRIPTS. 








T may be objected against most of the documents 
already quoted, that nearly all the authors, con- 
temporary or near to the time of Peter Waldensis, 
arc Catholics by profession, and some of them very bitter 
enemies of the Waldenses : and of course it may be supposed 
that they have not published what tlicy knew al)out the 
antiquity of the Origin of the sect, at least from the time of 
the Great Constantine, or at the very latest at the time of 
that famous Claudius of Turin in the beginning of the ninth 


century. 

I answer, first. By those who make this objection no proof 
is alleged of the existence of this sect, either at the time of 
Constantine or of Claudius of Turin; their statements are 
not confirmed by any document or historical fact ; they are 
merely gratuitous suppositions. In consequence we may 
here apply that old sentence of the schools : what is asserted 
without proof, we have the right to deny without bringing 
forth any proof : Quod ffratui asseritur^ gratis negatur. 

I answer, secondly, that Father Moneta at Section ii., 
Reinerius Sacco at Sect, v., Pilichdorff at Sect, vi., and Arch- 
bishop Seyssell, quoted at Sect, vii., have already dispelled 
the first supposition that the Waldenses are the successors of 
that holy man called Leo, who separated from Pope Silves- 
ter at the time of Constantine. It is not proved that this 
good holy man existed at all, and if he had been in existence 
then, he had no reason for separating himself from Pope 
Silvester on account of the prodigality of Constantine 
towards him : because it is a clear falsehood that Constantine 
had given to the Pope the Italian States, or even the crown 
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of the Western Empire. This is as great a lie in history as 
would be the assertion that the Great Constantine Avas one 
of the Popes of Rome. About the Spaniard Claudius, Avho 
in the first part of the ninth century was Bishop, not Arch- 
bishop, of Turin under Louis, son and successor of Charles 
the Great, I only say that he had no followers in his hatred 
against the Cross and the holy Images. Louis the Pious, 
who caused him to be made a Bishop, not knowing that 
Claudius Avas an Iconoclast; Avhen he afterwards learned of 
his destroying the sacred pictures and figures, directed 
Jona.s, Bishop of Orleans, Agobert, Bishop of Lyons, and 
Wilfridus, called Strabon, to write against and to condemn 
the error and the doings of Claudius. Dungalius also, an 
eloquent Deacon of the time, confuted his false opinions. I 
cannot refrain from quoting a fcAv lines of the last-mentioned 
writer. (See Bibl. Patr. tom. xiv. p. 197, et seq.): “ QualtJi et 
quanta est msana elatio et vana temeritaa, lit quod a prirncpvo 
tempore Christiamtatis per annos ferrne dcccxx. et eo ampliufi a 
sanctis et beatissimis Patribus et reliqiosisswm postea Principi- 
bus . . . m Ecclesiis et m quibusdam Christianorum domibus 
fieri conceesum^ co?istitutum et fitestoji est; unius homo blas- 
phemare^ reprehendere^ co?ictdcare, projicere ac sufflare proe- 
sumatP . . . Mark the AA^ords unus homo^ hinting at his not 
having imitators in his diocese. Claudius himself in his 
letters admits that his people Avere against him, when he 
relates their saying to him that they did not belieA^e that 
there Avas any divine thing in the Images, and that they 
venerated and honoured them in relation to the originals 
represented by them. The fact is, that his subjects were so 
badly disposed towards him for his destroying the holy 
Figures, that, when he died, the people of Turin were so 
furious against him that they gave no rest even to his mortal 
remains, and Crosses and holy Images Avere immediately 
restored with applause by the Bishop his successor. 

I answer, thirdly, that there are authors in no way favour- 
able to Catholics Avho confess the historical truth that the 
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Waldenses were founded by Peter Valdo. It would be too 
long to quote them all here, but I refer the reader to ihe 
“ Encyclopedie Metodique-Histoire,” tom. 5“®, p. 431, Paris, 
1791; the “Cabinet Cyclopedia,” History, vol. ii. p. 247, 
London, 1834; the “English Cyclopedia,” by Ch. Knight, 
Biography, vol. v. p. 479, London, 1857; the “ Popular En- 
cyclopedia,” vol. VI. p. 861, London and Glasgow, 1862. Mr. 
Schmidt, the author of the “History of the Catharites;” 
and Mr. Gieseler, of Gottingen, in his letters quoted by 
Alexis Muston, D.D., in the introduction to his “Israel of 
the Alps,” Glasgow, 1857. The reader will be satisfied if I 
quote here only four authors. First, Mr. Perrin, amongst a 
great many mis-statements inserted in his “ Histoire des 
Vaudois,” Geneve, 1619, in order to please his Calvinists; 
(p. 1, ch. ix.) admits that “ Valdo cot)imenc^a a enseigner les 
peuples les qmds de son nome. fnrent appelle Vatidois en 
Vannie de noire Seigneur J. C. Mille cent soivante." Second, 
Alexander Ross, in his “I1AN2EBEIA,” London, 1653, in the 
catalogue of the twelfth century, says (p. 219), “The Wal- 
denses so called from Waldo of Lyons, who having distri- 
buted his wealth professed poverty.” Third, Mosheim, 
“ Histoire Ecclesiastique, traduit en Francois sur la second 
edition Anglois,” Yverdon, 1776, tome iii. part ii., ch. v. § 
xi. ; “Origine et Histoire des Vaudois,” clearly says. That 
the sect of the Vaudois is so called from the name of its 
author Peter, sumamed Wahlensis or Valdisius, of Vaux or 
Valdum, in the Marquisat of Lyons, who employed a Priest 
to translate the Gospels, &c. into his vernacular language in 
the year 1160; and that in the year 1180 he stood out as a 
doctor teaching publicly the doctrine of Christianity in the 
way in which he understood it,” &c. To this passage there 
is a note saying, “The Vaudois, according to the historians, 
came from Lyons, and received their name from Peter 
Waldus, their founder.” No one who reads the documents 
I have here collected concerning the historical Origin of the 
Waldenses will give any weight to the opposite opinion of 
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the English translator, who in another note, with some 
unauthorized quotations of Heza, Leger, and others, blames 
Mosheim for his having written the historical truth against 
their unfounded assertion. Fourth, Dr. Augustus Neander, 
in his “General History of the Christian Religion and 
Church,” written in German, and translated by Joseph 
Terry, London, 1852, vol. viii. pp. 352, 353, writes: “ It was 
quite a mistake to think of deriving this sect (of the Wal- 
denses)from an outward connection with the reforming spirit 
consequent to the time of Claudius of Turin. . . . All the 
accounts which go back to the ( )rigin of the sect agree in 
this, that it started with a rich citizen of Lvons bv the name 
of Peter Waldus (Pierre de Vaux),” &c. 

I answer, fourthly and histly, that the very oldest Wal- 
densian manuscripts, when read in their genuine orig'nals, 
and when sifted from some unwarranted accounts (which 
are mere legends), confirm the fact that Peter Walde)isk is- 
the true author of the sect which beyan and took hi^ name in the 
latter part of the twelfth ceritury. Gentle reader, be slow in 
condemning this my absolute proposition, but read first the 
following document, which is not published by Morland or 
by Leger, and in the next chapter my remarks upon the 
Waldensian documents, particularly “ The Xoble Leysson,” 
translated and published by them under false dates : and I 
am convinced that this point of history, called by Bergier 
(“ Dictionnaire de Theologic, Vaudois) one of the most de- 
bated, will then be settled indisputably and for ever. 

(Waldensian Manuscripts in the library of the Universit}' 
of Cambridge, Vol. A, fols. 36, 37, 38.) 

“ Now this holy Church, also at the time of the Apostles, 
grew to many thousands, and in a saintl}' order, through the 
vastness of the earth, and remained for a long time in the 
verdure of holy Religion; and the rulers of the Church perse- 


” 11 n’osl pcut-ctre aucunc aecto Jont I'oripinc nit M |)I«» contestio . . . quo In «octo 
VaudoiiH.'. 
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vered in ix>verty and humility, according to the old histories, 
for about three hundred years, namely, to the time of the 
Emperor Constantine Cmsar. But reigning Constantine 
leprous there was a ruler in the Church, who was called 
Silvester, a Roman. He was living on the Mount Soratte, 
near Rome, as wc read, on account of the persecution, and 
was living the life of a poor man with his own people. As 
Constantine received an answer in a dream, as it is related, 
he went to Silvester, and was baptized by him in the name 
of Jesus Christ, and he was cured from his leprosy.®* Then, 
Constantine, seeing that he, in the name of Jesus Christ, 
was cured from so miserable an illness, thought to honour 
him who had cleansed him, and left to him the crown and 
the dignity of the empire ; and Silvester accepted it.*® But 
his companion, as I have it related, parted from him, and 
gave not his consent to those things, and kept the way of 
poverty.** Now Constantine went with a multitude of 
Romans into the countries beyond the sea, and then built 
Constantinople, as it is called from his name. Then from 
that time the heresiarch rose up in honour and dignity, and 


Fol. 236. iBas a queeta aancta elrara ac' al temp te appoatol crtrae m moti 
mi[|nei0 e en Mint ome per la lePonTieca He (a terra e prrma^ per moti temp en ber> 
Dor ue Bantta telieion ; e li reoinor He la olerea permaseron en patoreta e en ^umilita, 
eeaont Ibb anriquao btocUui, encerque tre? tent ans to eo entro a eTonocantin emperi 
e 00 ar > ma 0 teqnant Co 0 tamin (ebroo un teeibot eta en fa oleraa lo cal era apella 
^IbCBtre (fol. 237) roman. 3 queot iotaba al mont be oerapbio io 0 ta I&oma, 
enarma eo leqe, pet ca;0on be perBceuttion, e menata btta be pauree cum li 0co. 
iBa 0 €o 0 tantin receopu reapoat en li eogme, enapma e retonta, anne a ftilbeatre, 
e fo babteia al nom be 1“ X‘ e fo monba be fa febroaia. iBa Coatamin beaent 
ae aana af nom be X* be tanta miaetioaa enfermeta prnae bontat fui lo cal labia 
monba, e liorea lui la corona e la beaneta bel emperi. iBaa el la teceop, maa lo 
tompasnon, enarma a; anni recontar, ae bepartie be lui e non conacntic en a queataa 
coaaa, maa rene la bia be pabteta. iBaa eConatantin ae bepartie cum mooteca be 
romana en laa part baurra lo mar, e aqui btbifique Conatantinopoli enapma ea e 
apelle ler bel aio nom. Donea ba quel temp la teaiatcba monte in bonore e en 
beqneta, e li mal foron mulciplica aobre la terra, /boa non cteaarn alpoatot que la 


^ The two fiicta are denied by the most 
accurate historians. 

” This statement is so gross a falsehood 
that wc are rcliered from writing against it ; 


it was invented for the first time in the 
eighth centuiy. 

** It is not known that the supposed vir- 
tuous man ever existed. 
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evils were multiplied upon the earth. We do not believe 
after all that the Church of God, on the whole, went out of 
the path of truth. But a part failed, and the greater part, 
as it commonly happens, was hurled into evil. But the part 
which remained, persisted a long time in the truth which 
they had received. Thus, by little and little, the sanctity of 
the Church failed. Y et, about eight hundred years after Con- 
stantine,®® rose one, whose proper name was Peter, as I have 
heard, and he was of a country called Vaudia. He, how- 
ever, was rich and wise and very good, as our predecessors 
say. Then, either by reading it himself or hearing it from 
others, he received the word of the Gospel, and sold the 
possessions he had, and distributed them to the poor, and 
took the path of poverty, and preached, and gathered dis- 
ciples. ... He entered then into the city of Rome,®* and dis- 
puted in the presence of the heresiarch on faith and religion. 
There was there at that time a Cardinal of Puglia, who was 
his friend, and praised his manner of liv-ing and his words, 
and loved him. Yet at the end he (Peter de Vaudia) 
received the answer at the court, that the Roman Church 
could not endure his words, and ■would not abandon the 
path she was engaged with. And thus, the sentence being 


oUf 0 a Dt Hio BIB urpatna macatnent ne la bia be beiita bai tot, mao una partia tacit 
r la maiot pan, ena^na eo uoanca, tiabuetje en mal. ^ao la part pnmaoa pennao 
per moti temp en aquela beriia la tal ii|> abia teceupu, dEnarci la oanctita be la 
Clepoa manque pot a pot. ^Bbb enapieo 8 cent anc le Cootamin oe lebe un lo 
propi nom bel cal era ikiero, enarma to aubic, mao el era buna reoion bitta tQaubia. 
^ao aqueot, enaema bion li noonre betant anabor, era ric e oabi e bon fortment. 
S)onca 0 el leoent, o aubent be li autre, leceop lao p irollao bel ebangeli, e benbe a 
quellao cooao lao el abia e lao bepartie a li pabte e ptco la bia be pabreia e piebtcbe 
e fe biocipleo, e intta en la cipta be Boma e bioputa bebant (ful. 238} la reoiaitba 
be la fe e be la relicion. ifiao en aquel temp eta aqui un catbenal be IPulba lo 
cal era amic be lui, e laubaba la bia be lui e la parolla, e amaba lui. 3 la pcifin 
receop teopott en la coit que la cleraa tomana non po^a ponar la parolla be lui, ni 


** Tlio Emperor Constantine the Great 
die<l the year of onr Lord 337, wtiich added 
to 800, makes 1137, the approsimatire time 
of the birth or youth of Peter Waidensis or 
de Vaudia, perfectly in accordance with the 
authors given above. 

All this part, of Peter Waidensis having 


been in Rome, and found a Cardinal friend, 
and disputtnl tliero ptrsonally, is not con- 
firmed by the contemporaries. Some Wal- 
densoa went to Rome to obtain tho Pope’s 
B.mction in the year 1170 as wo have men- 
tioned, Sect, XL 
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given, he was cast out of the Synagogue. Nevertheless, he 
himself preaching in the town made many disciples ; and 
going through the Italian provinces, gathered a multitude 
of people, so that, in different places, many adhered to 
their conversation — I mean of him and his successors. And 
they greatly multiplied, because the people heard them 
willingly, on account of the word of truth being in their 
mouths, and of their pointing out the path of salvation. 
And they so multiplied that there were joined to their 
teaching sometimes eight hundred, sometimes a thousand, 
sometimes very few» God worked wonders through them, 
as we are told by many who readily speak the truth. 
However, these fruitful works lasted for the space of two 
hundred years, as we are assured by the elders. At last 
the envy of Satan and the malignity of wicked men rising 
up, not a little persecution took place amongst the servants 
of God, and they were chased from one country to another ; 
and their cruelty against us endures to the present hour.”®® 


non tiolia |?abanlionar {a bia acommea. Soona a oi oentmeia fo fart foia (a 8ina> 
Qoaa. iSmt be mem rl mroerme pieoicant rn la dpta fer pluooro brdplen. 
bcent tamin per lap reoionp ba I’taita fe aiootament enard que en pluooto part 
nuitieion moti m la lot conberpadon, tant el meaernte rant li puceapoi be (ui, e 
foron forment multiplica ; car lo pobte aubia lor bolender, emperco que la parolla be 
bedta foopa en la bocca be lor, e bemoptreoan bia be palu. ® multipliqueron tant 
que pobenbierament paioptepan en li lor conpelb altuna bee, 8 cent, altuna bee mil, 
alcuna bee mot poc. Dio obraba merabilbao per lor, enartna nop atacn be pluporp 
li cal patlan balende bedta. i&ap aqueptap obrap fructuopap bureron per leppad 
be but cent an, enarma ep bemonptia per li brib. 9 la perfin, Icbant pe Imbibia 
bel patanac e fa malieneta be U fellon, perpequedon non peta ep ba rntie li pcrf be 
Dio, e beeiteron lot be reeion en region ; e la crubelleta be lor perpebeta entto ara 
contra nop. 


If this 200 ia added to the 1137 wo 
haro the year 1337 pointed out by the writer 
of the present passage. Consequently this 
piece was written after the year 1337, and 
perhaps much later. Mr. Henry Bradsliaw 


says that the manuscript was written at the 
bi^nning of the Hfteenth century, at tJio 
earliest. (Antiq. Soc., March 10, p. 212, 
Cambridge, 1862.) 

” Sec the .Article XIII. towards the end. 
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Section XV. 

THE DATES WHICH LEQER AND NORLAND HAVE ASSIGNED TO J 

THE WALDENSIAN MANUSCRIPTS ARE COUNTERFEIT. 

GAINST the proofs already quoted for the fact that 
the Waldensian sect did not exist before the time 
of Peter of Valdum, and that he is its real father 
and founder, there might be produced the dates assigned by 
Morland and Leger to the most ancient Waldensian manu- j 

scripts; which dates, if correct, would prove that the sect : 

existed before the time of the said reformer. And in truth I 

John Leger has printed the following dates, fixing 


La Nobla Ley 5 on At the year a.d. 1100 Page 25 


The Catechism „ 


11 

1100 

11 

38 

The Antichrist „ 

11 

11 

1120 

11 

71 

The Purgatory „ 

11 

11 

1126 

11 

83 

The Invocation of Saints „ 

11 

11 

1120 

11 

87 

And, in his Chapter xviii. 

the 

first 




Waldensian Confession at the 

year 

1120. 




Now, if we clearly prove that the recited dates of Leger 
have not any ground of truth, and indeed are against the 
best evidence derived from the same manuscripts, which 
themselves tell the tale that they were written some cen- 
turies after the existence of Peter Waldensis, the last strong- 
l^old in support of the fabulous antiquity of the Waldensian 
sect will be destroyed ; and at the same time the impudence 
of John Leger will be manifested, who so shamefully imposed 
upon the public, and misled nearly all who wrote on the 
subject after him. I have said, the impudence of John 
Leger, because my opinion is that Sir Samuel Morland was 
also misled by the same Leger, both in what concerns the 
history of the Waldensian troubles in Piemont, and in what 
relates to the dates of their manuscripts, given by the same 
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Leger to Morland, and by Morland deposited in the Cam- 
bridge Library, and partly published by him, with an Eng- 
lish translation, in his “ History of the Evangelical Churches,” 
&c., some twenty-two years before the time in which Leger 
published, in French, his work bearing the same title, which 
may be called an enlarged second edition of Morland’s. I 
am persuaded of this, because I cannot be induced to believe 
that Samuel Morland, an English public man, would wilfully 
deceive his readers with false and unwarranted statements, 
had he not been led by Leger to think that they were 
undeniable facts. And what I have said of Morland, I say 
also of those many fair and learned English writers, who, 
not having the means which, after the new discoveries, we 
now have to sift the wheat from the chaff, have been in- 
duced, through the same false statement of Leger, to copy 
and repeat his assertion again and again. About the public 
character of John Leger, I shall produce in the next part 
some historical facts which will show that this my opinion 
of him is too AveU grounded. 

After this short digression, let us see the true dates of 
the Waldensian manuscripts, principally of those in the 
Cambridge Library, because they are the oldest of all, and 
because they are solely quoted by Morland and Leger. On 
this argument I follow Professor J. H. Todd (“The Wal- 
densian Manuscripts,” Dublin, 1865) and Mr. H. Bradshaw 
(“ Recovery of the Long-lost Waldensian Manuscripts,” 
Antiquarian Society, May 10, 1862,Cambridge),two authors of 
unexceptionable authority on the matter. “ Besides the 
Dublin collection” (H. Bradshaw, p. 217), “ all of which seem 
to have been written in the sixteenth century (from 1520 to 
1530), we have two miscellaneous volumes at Geneva and 
four at Cambridge — A, B, C, D, as well as more than one 
copy of the New Testament, all assignable to the fifteenth 
century; and in addition to these, at Cambridge and at 
Grenoble, one incomplete and one complete copy of the New 
Testament, which may be ascribed to the close of the four- 
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teenth centur}\” With regard to the volume existing at 
Geneva, Mr. Bradshaw observes (l. c. p. 204) that it was 
“ attributed by the librarian there to the twelfth century ; 
but from the writing of Dr. Todd and other judges, it is 
assigned, without hesitation, to the middle or latter half of 
the fifteenth.” 

Let us see now more particularly the dates of the Cam- 
bridge manuscripts, in accordance with the order of age, 
under the guidance of the same Mr. Bradshaw (l. c. p. 206, 
et seq.). Volume F, containing the greater part of the 
New Testament and certain chapters of Proverbs and 
Wisdom, is assigned to probably the first half of the fifteenth 
century. Volume B, containing a good many various pieces, 
and “ La Nobla Ley 9 on,” with its date partly scratched out, 
is assigned to probably the same first half of the fifteenth 
century. Volume C, containing some sermons and transla- 
tions from the Vulgate, and in addition, the beginning of 
another copy of “ La Nobla Lcy 9 on,” with its date in full, 
is assigned to the middle of the fifteenth century. Volume 
A, containing translations, sermons, instructions and the 
historical passage partly stated in our last preceding article, 
is assigned to the latter half of the fifteenth century. Volume 
D containing sermons, discourses and instructions, is also 
assigned to the latter half of the fifteenth century. In 
volume E there are different pieces in Latin, and some 
moral metrical compositions, and in one place there is 
marked the year of 0. L. 1521, and in another, 1519. The 
handwriting is perfectly in accordance with the sixteenth 
century. About the date given by Leger to the first Wal- 
densian Confession of Faith, we shall have a better oppor- 
tunity of speaking in our Third Part. Besides the criticism 
of antiquaries on the style, language and handwriting, by 
which the true dates of the manuscripts, as here stated, are 
fixed against those imagined by Leger, we may here touch 
upon some other internal evidence. First, In the treatise 
of the “ Invocation of Saints,” there is quoted the “ Millelo- 
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quiura,” which is not of St. Agostin, but of Fra Bartholo- 
mews of Urbino, and was written about the middle of the 
fourteenth century ; and Leger assigned to it the beginning 
of the twelfth. Second, The Catechism contains quotations 
from the Bible as divided into chapters ; and it is commonly 
admitted that the division of the Bible into chapters was 
introduced more than two centuries after the date assigned 
to it by Leger. For these first observations I am indebted 
to the Rev. P. Allix, D.D. (“Some Remarks,” &c., London, 
1690), who, having given the above reported reasons, con- 
cludes thus (p. 169): “So that it seems these gentlemen 
(Morland and Leger) foimded their judgments of the 
antiquity of these pieces on too weak grounds.” Third, In 
the volume A, there is mentioned Doctor Evangelicus, the 
title given to the English John Wickliff, who flourished in 
the fifteenth century. And in the same volume there is 
also mentioned Peter de Vaudia, who appeared (as it 
is there said) about eight hundred years after the Great 
Constantine ; and facts also are hinted which happened 
two hundred years after P. Waldensis (see Article XIV.) 
Fourth, The sixth verse of “ La Nobla Leyjon,” published 
by Morland and Leger, as saying : “ Ben ha mil e cent anz 
compli entierament*’ — “ There are a thousand and a hundred 
years fully completed” — in fact, has an erasure and an 
empty space, in the manuscript Volume B, between e and cent^ 
and with a magnifying glass Mr. Bradshaw and others saw 
there the number 4 in great part cancelled. If, therefore, this 
number be inserted in the proper place, the reading will rim 
thus: ^^Ben ha mil e 4 cent anz compli entierament" — “There 
are a thousand and four hundred years fully completed.” 
And in this case the stronghold of the miraculous Waldensian 
antiquity is dismantled. Fifth, If the said reading should 
be uncertain, yet the famous verse of “ La Nobla Ley 9 on ” 
could not give any ground for placing the existence of the 
Waldensian sect before the time of its true founder. And 
here praise is due to the Rev. Th. Sims, M.A., who in his 
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appendices to “Peyran” (London, 1826, p. 147), speaking 
of the supposed 1100 years found in “La Nobla Ley 5 on,” 
according to the printing of Morland and Lcger, very wisely 
observes that, even on the supposition that 1100 be the true 
reading of the manuscript, it cannot be taken as the real 
date of the com[X)8ition. This date, he ingeniously says, is 
the time in which the words “ara sen al deiier temps ” — 
“ now wc arc at the last time ” — were uttered. And this is 
plain, if the whole sentence is joined together: Ben ha 

mil e cent anz compli entierament que fu scrita lora : ara sen al 
derier temps ” — “ There are eleven hundred years fully com- 
pleted since the hour was written: now we are at the last 
time.” The meaning, then, of the composition is this : that 
eleven hundred years are fully passed away from the time 
in which the sentence was written : “ Now we are at the 
last time.” Let us ask, then, at what time the words 
alluded to were written? The answer is: that the words 
“We arc at the last time,” or “the last hour come,” — 
“ Ultima hora venit” — were ■written by St John in his 1st 
Ep. chap. ii. v. 18. St. John ■wrote the said Epistle in his 
old age, and at least about seventy years after our Lord’s 
birth. In consequence, these seventy years arc to be added 
to the supposed eleven hundred years written in the com- 
position, which will give the real date of the manuscript, 
namely, the year eleven hundred and seventy : which shows 
that the composition was not written before the time of 
Peter de Vaudia. I have endeavoured to place Rev. Th. 
Sims’ reasoning in the clearest possible light, because it 
gives him credit for his ingenious explanation.®* Yet we 


* Antony Monnsticr, in his scronth chap- 
tor, “ Origin of the name Vnudoie,” in order 
to maintain that the Waldensea existed he- 
furc Peter Valdo, amongst other gratuitous 
HU|i)>ositions, after having qiiote<1 the name 
of \VaUenat3, given to them by Eberard of 
Bethuno, and that of Waldenaa, given to 
them by Abbot Bernard of Koncauld (Fontia 


calidi, from Tvhoao work I have quoted in 
Section IV’.), assures his readers that Abbot 
Bernard dedicated his work to Pope Lucius 
the Third, and that that Pope, who con- 
demned the Waldcnscs, mentioned by the 
Abbot as dead {/elicit recordationis), was 
Lucius tlie Second, who died in the year 
11-14; and hence concludes that the con- 
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do not want this interpretation, as it is now well proved 
that the number 1100 is not the true reading of the manu- 
script: there is no doubt now that it is a composition of 
the fifteenth century. Sixth, This appears also by the best 
possible evidence from the last page of the manuscript, 
Vol. C, in which there are the first fourteen lines of 
another copy of “La Nobla Ley 9 on,” and the fifth verse 
is fully written thus: ^^Ben ha mil e cccc anz compli en- 
tierament" — “There are a thousand and four hundred 
years completed fully.” “There can be no doubt,” says 
Mr. Bradshaw (l. c. p. 211), “that the Geneve and 
Dublin copies are both later than our two; and, however 
we may explain the omission from them, it is at least the 
evidence of two earlier against two later copies; and this 
. . . seems enough to satisfy the most strenuous advocates 
of the antiquity of the poem.” 

After the alleged evidences in confirmation of my present 
argument, it would be a waste of time to add any further 
words. Let us then repeat with emphasis the fact that 
Peter Wcddensis is the true author of the sect which arose 
and was called by his name^ in the latter part of the twelfth 
century. 


demoation of the Waldcnsian horoaj must 
bare taken place before the last mentioned 
year, and in consequence that the heresy of 
the Waldenses existed before the time of 
Peter Waldo. Now ^(onastier shows him- 
self a Tory worthy follower of John Le^ in 
the publication of this new falsehood ; 1st, 
Because Qretzer, who published tho manu- 
script of Abbot BeroaH, which was in the 
College of the Jesuits of Bruges, assures us 
that nothing is known about its writer, ex- 
cept that ho wrote Adetrnu Valdenshim 
sectam ; certainly nothing is said of any 
dedication to any Pope Lucius, either by 
Gretzer or by the same Abbot Bernard. 
2ud, Because the aime Gretser has in the 
mai^n of his publication, in tho Bibliotheca 
PP. Tol. XXT. p. 1686 (quoted also by Mo- 
nastier), a note saying that it was Lucius tho 
Third (not Lucius the Second) who con- 
demned the Waldenses. Srdly, Because it 


is clearly prored that the Waldenses, under 
the name of Pauperea de Lugduno, were 
really condemned by tho same Lucius the 
Third, at a Council held in Verona in 1184 
(see above, Section III. p. 16, and Sacr. 
Concil. Nora et ampliaa. coUectio, tom. xxii. 
Vcnctiis, 1774). 

The documents I am publishing speak for 
themselres, and disprove most absolutely 
the unfounded assertion that the Waldensian 
sect and the name of Waldenses, or Wal- 
lenses, was known before the time of Peter, 
the rich merchant of Lyons ; and, therefore, 
there is no need to refute all the particular 
assertions put forward by many, although 
clever, yet prejudiced writers. I have men- 
tioned hero this misstatement of Monastier, 
in order to show tho learned reader what 
kind of ridiculous assertions are published 
by those who impose upon the public through 
party spirit. 
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The above-mentioned passages of the two copies of “ La 
Nobla Ley9on” are exhibited at the first page of this book, 
both for the fiiller satisfaction of the learned reader and 
for a visible evidence of what has been said. 



Part tiie Second. 

ON THE PERSECUTIONS OF THE 
WALDENSES. 


Section I. 


CHARACTER OF JOHN LEGER. 



ET US begin this Second Part by endeavouring 
to give the real character of John Leger, the 
famous historian of the Vaudois, in order to 
put the reader on his guard about his reports. 
Samuel Guishernon, a writer much respected for his accu- 
racy, and a contemporary of Leger, in his History (“His- 
toire Genealogique de la Royal Maison de Savoje, justifie par 
titres, manuscripts, ancients monuments et autres prouves 
autentiques.” Lyon, 1660), at pp. 1013 and 1014 writes 
thus; “The minister Leger (John), the nephew of that 
(Antony) who was condemned to death and retired to 
Geneve, is a man of malicious and tumultuous spirit, full of 
spite and rancour. He, through his secret agents in Geneve, 
Switzerland, France, Holland, England, Germany and the 
Northern provinces, spread the report that his Royal High- 
ness, the Sovereign of Piemont, attempted to destroy their 
Jerusalem (he calls thus the valleys of Lucema, Angrogna, 
&c.). He exaggerated the origin of those poor despised 
descendants from the Vaudois, or Poor of Lyons, . . . and 
endeavoured to engage in their behalf all the new religions 
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in any way connected with them. He forged tales of 
cruelties so unheard of and extraordinary, that they would 
hardly be perpetrated by barbarians ; asserting that it is as 
true as the Gospel, that they have been practised in their 
valleys by the soldiers of H.R.H. to such an extremity, 
that by order of the Marquis de Pianezza, the executioner 
cut so many throats that the blood of the murdered people 
ran through the streets of La Torre. . . . While the truth is 
this, that, during the war, two persons only were executed 
by the sentence of Senator Parrachin. This trumpet of 
sedition published besides, that new kinds of torments were 
then invented; that little infants were devoured, and the 
brains of the murdered eaten, that the persecution of Dio- 
cletianus against the Christians was milder than that prac- 
tised against the inhabitants of the valleys. And though the 
author of all these calumnies had a very bad repute amongst 
his own people, yet they created so strong an impression 
upon the spirits of the people abroad, that a great sympathy 
towards the inhabitants of the valleys was excited, and a 
great indignation against the Sovereign of Piemont roused. 
Collections were made in their behalf : and in England alone 
more than a million of francs" were gathered; out of which 
the Minister Leger and his agents received the principal 
benefit ; from whence a dissension afterwards grew amongst 
them. Thence it followed that Cromwell sent Morland to 
the Sovereign of Piemont,” &c. 

Let us see now what is said about John Leger, by the 
author of the manuscript (“Histoire veritable”). He thus 
speaks of him (p, 762): “John Leger has filled his large 
volume with calumnies and falsehoods and fables cunningly 
invented. There is no doubt that his uncle Antony was 
condemned to death for his crime of rebellion, as it is said 
in the sentence which I have read. Whilst the Governor- 


^ Samuel iforUod (Thurioc State Papers, that occasion for tlie Waldensea ; and in 
Tol. ir. p. 280, London, 1742) speaks of another letter lie mentions £500 more, 
seven thousand pounds given in England on 
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general of H.R. H. was the chief Magistrate of the valleys, 
and the Counts also represented there the Sovereign, Antony 
Leger, by his own authority, made himself the master and 
supreme ruler over all the people, and kept the valleys in 
an open rebellion against the orders of Amadeus I. and of 
Mary Christina the Regent in the year 1637. (Pp. 783, 784, 
785.) And yet John Leger at page 70 of his volume assures 
his readers, with impudence, that his uncle Antony was 
condemned to death after his having been faithful to his 
Prince in the time of revolution." 

“The Regent Mary Christina on the 16 April 1642 
issued this order : ‘ That when any inhabitant of the valleys 
should become a Catholic, the royal treasurers and re- 
ceivers of the revenues should pay to the Waldensian com- 
mons all the same sums which the convert was used to pay 
to them.’ ’’ 

The following are the very words of the order (p. 815) :♦ 
“In order that this conversion may remain within the limits 
of a mere and simple favour, so that nobody be damaged, 
we command that the treasurers and the revenue officers 
who are now and shall be for the time being, and that all 
others to whom shall befit, should accept and make a return 
of money to the ta.x gatherers of the (Waldensian) commu- 
nities, to the amount of all the impositions and charges due 
by each one of the converts, as if they by themselves should 
pay the amount in cash.” 

Now John Leger has printed (l. c.) the falsehood that 
Christina obliged the Waldenses, who remained heretics, to 
pay to her treasures all the charges from which the new 
converts to Catholicity were exonerated. Which falsehood 


* Affinche quesia conversione resit no’ sitoi termini di pura e mora grasia, 
di modo che nessuno ne setda pregiudizio ; ordiniamo che i tesorieri e rice- 
vitori presenti e d’a/wenire, e a chi sard espediente, di accettare e rimetiere 
agli esatiori delle comunitd-, come se le pagassero in conianti, le somme a 
cite ascenderanno gVimposti e carichi suddetti di cadattno di essi (con- 
veriUi), 
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was also printed before by Morland (p. 274); in accordance 
(I believe) with the deceitful instructions of the same Leger, 
or of his uncle Antony ; in these words : “ Although the 
mystery of all this is . . . that those burdens which are 
taken off the shoulders of the revolters, should be laid 
upon the backs of those who persevere in the true religion, 
the better to break and destroy them.” 

The reader will remember all the misstatements of J. 
Leger, which have been pointed out in the first part, in 
relation to the authorities of Reinerius Sacco, Pilichdorff, 
Champion, Arch. Seyssell, Rorengo,- Belvedere, &c., distorted 
by him, and made to say the very contrary to their plain 
and natural meaning; and also his having given false dates 
to the old Waldensian manuscripts, &c. ; and judge that it 
is right to apply to him that saying of Luther, reported by 
Rorengo (“Esamc,” &c. p. 37): “ Qwe semd mentitur ex 
Deo non est^ et in omnibus suspectus habetur.*^ 

I will conclude this paragraph with another very striking 
document bearing on John Leger’s character. Amongst the 
Afiscellanea Patria of the King’s library of Turin I have 
read a darkened printed paper of the year 1662, of which I 
here subjoin the extract, and a literal translation of the 
principal part. “ The delegates of H. R. H. in criminal 
causes in the valleys of Lucema, St. Martino and Perosa, 
against John Leger, Minister, bom in the Valley of St. 
Martino, declare : That the third summons has been sent to 
the Minister John Legero to appear, in order to make his 
defence in relation to the many atrocious crimes, not con- 
cerning Religious matters, but of high treason against men, 
imputed to him. Namely, for many murders committed by 
his order or with his consent; comprising the murder of 
his servant, to conceal his having got her with child, and so 
not to lose his ministry; and for his having enrolled, and 
paid with money usurped from the commons, brigands, 
authors of misdeeds both against those of his own religion 
and creed, and against the representatives of the King, &c., 
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&c. “ That, as he did not appear under the security offered 

to him, to make his defences, a trial has been instituted, 
and he has been judged guilty of high treason against men 
for crimes committed by him from the beginning of the year 
sixteen hundred and fifty-six and since ; crimes which do not 
relate to matters of Religion : and being guilty, he deserves 
to be condemned, as now he is condemned to be exiled for 
ever, and to have his goods confiscated ; and if he should 
come into the hands of justice, to be publicly hung till his 
soul be separated from his body : then his body to be left 
hanging by one foot for twenty-four hours ; after which it is 
ordered that his head be separated from his body, and ex- 
posed in the square of St. John, in the valley of Lucema, 
upon the infamous column.” The sentence was confirmed 
by the Senate with the following words : • “ By public decree 
of this Senate to be engraved on stone tables, we determine 
that the sentence now recited, and justly pronounced against 
the abominable John Legero, guilty of high treason of the 
first order relating men, be put into execution. The year 
sixteen hundred and sixty -two.” 

This will be enough for the present to show what reliance 
is to be placed on the assertions of the celebrated historian 
of the Waldensian churches of Picmont. 


Section II. 


THE CONDUCT OF THE WALDENSES IN PIEMONT. 



)HE true history of the conduct of the Waldenses 
in Piemont will show that the reason of their 
having been often punished was not precisely 
their religion ; it was their breaking the laws of the country. 


* Senientiam mox recitatam et in nefandum Joannem Legerum, tanquam 
LcescB Majestatis humance in prime capite reum, juste jn’olatauru, executioni 
demandandam esse, publico Senatus Consulto lapideis tabulis consigiMndo, 
decemimus, 1662. 
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We repeatedly read of the poor Waldenses being persecuted 
as well by the rigorous Inquisition, between the years 1206 
and 1228, as by the Piemontese Sovereigns; as, for example, 
in 1400, when, in the depth of winter, they were forced to 
fly to the mountains, and four score of them were frozen to 
death; and also by the sentence of the justices condemning 
them to be burnt to death, as was particularly done in De- 
cember 1475 in Susa, and in Turin, &c. Without denying 
similar facts, which, however, have been often much exag- 
gerated, I think we may trace the reason of this hard 
treatment by examining old documents. I begin with a 
letter of Pope Innocent VIII. dated May 1487, and printed 
by Morland himself (p. 199) : by which the Pontiflf autho- 
rized the Archdeacon of Cremona, Albert de Capitaneis, to 
proceed against the heretics, and to invoke also, if necessary, 
the assistance of the armed hands of the civil power, “ The 
heretics,” the Pope says,* “have endeavoured to draw the 
faithful into their errors, have despised the censures of the 
Church, robbed the goods, and destroyed the house of the 
Inquisitor, killed his servant, made war against their tem- 
poral Masters, and committed a great many other like 
abominations.” No wonder, then, if the Waldenses, being so 
guilty, were punished with such exemplary rigour. 

I continue with the MS. of Vegezzi, founded upon the 
Piemontese annals: “In the year 1535, Francis I. King of 
France, occupied with his army the state of Piemont. The 
Waldenses, on this occasion, springing out of the limits pre- 
scribed to them, sword in hand, invaded the neighbouring 
places, pillaging the castles and wounding the people of the 
feudatories. At this time Francis was using all means to 
destroy the Huguenots in his kingdom; and he issued an 


* Alios Christi fideles in eosdem errores protrahercj Censmas vilip&ndere^ 
domum habiiationis cjusdem {^Inquisitoris) svbveriere, et qua in ea erant 
bona diripero et deruhwre ; cjusdem Inquisitoris famulum interficere ; cer- 
tamen host Hi modo inire, illorum Dominie tempqrcdibus resistere , . . . infinita 
quoquo alia dciestdbilia ac abhorrenda facinora perpetrare veriti non fuerint. 
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order that the Parliament of Turin should also persecute 
the Waldenses. And on this occasion more than one of 
them was burnt, according to the barbarous laws of the 
time, in the public squares. After the death of King 
Francis and the peace of Cambresis (3 April 1559), Em- 
manuel Filibertus was restored to his states. He intended 
to clear his dominion from the heretics, and expelled the 
Waldenses from the places occupied by them out of their 
limits: and perhaps he might have cast them out of the 
valleys altogether, had they not been strengthened by a 
body of French sectariansr Though now left unmolested 
the Waldenses rose again after a short time, and, guided by 
their heretic minister, and helped by four hundred armed 
Frenchmen, fought against the castles of Filibertus. After 
many battles, the Count of Trinity conquered them. And 
also on this occasion many executions took place.” 

Now we shall read the author of the “Veritable Histoire” 
(p. 614): “About 1575 the Waldenses again offended against 
the laws of their Sovereign. The Parish Priest of La Torre, 
named Braide, was murdered by them in his own house. 
They had already denied him the neces.sarics of life in order 
to compel him to go away, which he, faithful to his obliga- 
tions, had refused to do.” (P. 615.) “The Parish Priest of 
Dublon, who, by his good example and zeal, intended to 
keep his Catholic flock in their faith, was also murdered by 
them while exercising his pastoral duties in a poor house. 
The same Waldenses plotted to kill other zealous Priests 
attending to the spiritual welfare of their Catholics. A 
layman, named Vincent Buriasco, a fervent Catholic, who 
was with the Priests, informed them of the plot in good 
time, and the Priests were saved. The sectarians, finding 
that their project was baffled through him, took their ven- 
geance and killed poor Buriasco instead. The heretics, 
being unsuccessful in their design of killing Andrew Tos- 
cani, a notary who lodged the Duke’s soldiers in his own 
house, after the departure of the soldiers, entered into his 
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house, plundered it, and killed the women found there. As 
it was then time of war, no punishment was inflicted on the 
murderers, and, in consequence, they grew every day more 
and more daring in their misdeeds. They robbed the altars, 
burnt on them the most Holy Sacrament and the images of 
the Saints, and (except in Lucema) hindered the performance 
and celebration of the Holy Mysteries throughout the valleys 
in which they were simply tolerated.” (P. 617.) “All these 
bad actions, and a great many more crimes, too long to be 
enumerated, had been perpetrated by the Waldenses during 
the space of thirty years, till 1600, without being duly 
punished, on account of the continual wars of the time. 
We can state with certainty that, in the said period, through 
the treachery and restless violence of the heretic ministers, 
and of their Waldenses, who already had become Calvinists, 
several hundred persons perished in the valleys by violent 
deaths.” (P. 618.) “After this, it cannot be surprising if an 
order was published by the Duke obliging the Protestants 
to retire within five days into the limits already assigned to 
them, or to abjure their errors in case that they chose to 
remain out of their limits amongst Catholics.” (Pp. 619, 
620.) “As the order was not obeyed in any way, and the 
Calvinist ministers continued their persecutions against the 
Catholic Priests who were sent to them, the Duke then 
issued another order, not unjust, but yet more rigorous and 
more strictly binding.” (P. 755.) “Victorius Amedeus I. 
died of a violent illness, and Princess Mary Christina, his 
wife, obtained the Regency of the State. She published a 
new decree (the 19th October 1637) against the ever-dis- 
obedient Waldenses, requiring them to retire within their 
limits in the valleys, according to decrees already published : 
the order to be executed within three days’ time, under 
the threatened penalties. The 9th of November following, 
the order was renewed. Nevertheless, the people of the 
valleys continued in their disobedience, nay, sword in 
hand, stood against the Princess. Antony Deger, the 
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uncle of John Leger, the false historian of the valleys, was 
their leader.” 

(P. 797.) “It is to be remarked that there were, from 
the ancient times, Catholic Churches in the valleys, and John 
Leger himself allows it in some parts of his volume, though 
in other places he denies it, in accordance with his fashion 
of contradicting himself. In our time also {at the latte?' pai't 
of the seventeenth ce?itu?'y) the miserable ruins of those old 
buildings may be seen. They were consecrated to our Lord 
with the names of the Saints, after whom they were named, 
as to our powerful intercessors with God and with Ilia only 
Mediator Jesus Christ. It is also to be remarked that the 
sectarians demolished them, for the most part, after the year 
1550, as up to that time the said Churches were still stand- 
ing. And this act of impiety was executed with the help 
of foreign armies in time of war, when parish Priests, 
Priors, Religious men, and Clergy were cast out of them. 
Besides, it is not to be forgotten that the Waldenses, in 
order to obtain pardon for ha^’ing so destroyed the Churches, 
entered into an obligation with their Sovereign to rebuild 
them at their own expense.” 

I conclude this section by observing that more than 
once the Waldenses confessed that they had been guilty of 
grievous crimes. Among the documents, by which this 
observation may be proved, I choose the following peti- 
tion, signed by twenty-four Waldensian deputies, with the 
rescript of their Prince. 

(P.516.)* “Our most Serene Lord and Prince. Your 
poor and most humble subjects of the Valleys della Perosa, 
Lucerna, Angrogna, Roccapiatta, San Bartolomeo, and Pra 
Rustino, approach with very deep respect to humble our- 
selves at the feet of your most Serene Highness, and to beg 


• Serenissimo Sujttore e Principe Nostro. 

Li 8uoi poveri ed umilissimi siuldUi delle valli della Porosa, Lucernci, 
Angrogna, Roccapiatta, San Bartolomeo e Prd Rustino, vengono con ogni 
riverema ad umiliarsi aipiedi di V. A, Serenissima tntti a chiederli perdono 
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pardon with halters on our necks, supplicating that you be 
pleased to show your usual benignity and mercy towards 
us, and that you would not keep before your eyes our great 
faults and our great misdeeds, because tee have not kept that 
loyalty which was due to yon from ?«, who are your most 
humble subjects and servants,” &c. 

(P. 538.) The rescript, dated 21st November 1594, con- 
tains the following expressions : 

• “ Both for having taken arms against His Highness, and 
for having caused many damages, many destructions, and 
conflagrations, both in particular and in general, both against 
His Highness and against His Ministers and other particular 
persons of the State,” &c. 


Section III. 

.SKETCH OF EVENTS CONNECTED WITH THE SUPPOSED 
WALDENSIAN MASSACRE OF 1655. 

EFORE entering into the particular accounts re- 
lating the catalogue of the supposed barbarous 
murders described by John Leger, I think it ad- 
visable to recall to the reader’s mind the substance of the 
general facts connected with the said particular details. 
Finding these facts faithfully reported by Lingard (“History 
of England,” vol. xi. chap, i.), I will endeavour to give here 
his narrative, as shortly as possible, in his own words. 

“ The Duke of Savoy often confirmed to the native Wal- 



col laccio al collo ; 8ujq)lica/ndola di volere usare della solita henignild e 
clemema sua verso tioi, e non risguarda/re ai gran faXli e mancamenti iiostri 
in non avere osservata quella fedeltd che gli devevamo, come umilissimi snd- 
diii e servitori sitoi, etc. etc. 

• Si per aver tolto le armi conlro sua Altezza, quanto per aver cammessi 
molii danni., molte mine e incendii ri in particolare quanto in genorale, e 
tanto contro Sua Altezza quanto suoi Signori Ministri e altri pariicolari 
dello Stato. 21 Novembre, 1594. 
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(lenses the free exercise of their Religion, on condition that 
they should confine themselves within their ancient limits. 
Complaints were made that several of them had formed 
settlements and established their worship without their 
borders. The Court of Turin referred the decision of the 
dispute to the civilian Andrea Gastaldo. After a long and 
patient hearing, he pronounced a definitive judgment, that 
Lucema and some other places lay without the original 
boundaries, and that the intruders should withdraw, under 
the penalties of forfeiture and death. Permission, however, 
was given to them to sell for their own profit the lands 
which they had planted. At first they submitted sullenly 
and sent deputies to Turin to remonstrate. But a few days 
afterwards a fast was proclaimed ; their ministers excommu- 
nicated every individual who should sell his lands in the 
disputed territory. The natives of the French valleys 
united with the natives of those belonging to the Duke of 
Savoy, bound themselves by an oath to stand by each other 
in their common defence : and messages were despatched to 
solicit aid from Geneva and the other Protestant cantons of 
Switzerland. The Marquis Pianezze, the chief minister of 
the Duke, alarmed by the intelligence, marched from Turin 
with an armed force to suppress the nascent confederacy : 
reduced La Torre, where the insurgents had a garrison of 
six hundred men, oflTered pardon to all who should submit, 
and fixed his quarters in Bobbio, Villar, and lower An- 
grogna. The insurgents promised that the soldiers should 
be peaceably received. But the Duke’s soldiers found the 
bare walls, the inhabitants having already retired to the 
mountains with their cattle and provisions. Quarrels ensued 
between the parties, and the desire of vengeance provoked a 
war of extermination. But the military were in general 
successful. 

“ Accounts teeming with exaggerations and improbabilities 
were transmitted to the different Protestant states. The 
Duke of Savoy Avas represented as a bigoted and intolerant 


70 


ON THE PEBSECUTIONS 


prince, the Vaudois as an innocent race, whose only crime 
was their attachment to the reformed faith. The Protestant 
powers were implored to assume their defence; pecuniary 
contributions were called for to save from destruction by 
famine the remnant which had escaped the edge of the 
sword. In England the cause was advocated in print and 
from the pulpit ; a solemn fast was kept, and the passions of 
the people were roused to enthusiasm. The ministers in a 
body waited on Cromwell to recommend the Vaudois to his 
protection. And he first, through Stouppe, the minister of 
the French Church in London, oflfered them his support, 
and to transplant them to Ireland.** The first was accepted, 
the other declined. Next, he solicited the King of France 
to join with him in mediating for them, and received in 
answer that Louis had already interposed his good oflSces, 
and expected a favourable result : and, lastly, he sent Mor- 
land as ambassador to Turin, where he was honourably re- 
ceived and entertained at the Duke’s expense. It was in 
August in the year 1655 when Morland was authorized to 
announce that the Duke, at the request of the King of France, 
had granted an amnesty to the Vaudois, and confirmed their 
ancient privileges; that the boon had been gratefully re- 
ceived by the insurgents; and the natives of the valleys, 
Protestant and Catholic, had met, embraced each other with 
tears, and sworn to live in perpetual amity together.” 

I conclude this true sketch of facts related by Lingard, by 
transcribing a document from the papers of Thurloe, the sec- 
retary of Cromwell, given by the same author in a foot-note. 
It relates to the supposition that a regiment of Irish Papists, 
commanded by Prince Thomas of Savoy, was with Pianezza : 
and to them were attributed, of course, the most horrible 


Amongst the State Papera of Thurloe 
quoted above, there are (vol. iii. pp. 459-4G1) 
extracts of letters written to Stouppe hr 
Mr. Leger (Antony, the uncle of John, sec 
the first section of this part) : in which the 
fact is confirmed that his highness, tlie Ix>rd 
Protector, had really offerc<i to g/re in Ire- 


land some lands to the poor exiled ; and that 
the Waldonsian Ministers did not accept the 
offering on the ground that they oii^ht not 
to Jbrsalce those churches, which can prore 
their succession from the time of the Apostles, 
&c. We have shown the falsehood of this 
last assertion in the first part. 


OF THE WALBENSES. 


71 


barbarities. On inquiry, it was discovered that these sup- 
posed Irishmen were English (Thurloe, paper iii. 50) : “The 
Irish regiment, said to be there, was the Earl of Bristol’s 
regiment, a small and weak one, most of them being Eng- 
lish. I hear not such complaints of them as you set forth.” 


Section IV. 

THE PARTICULAR MURDERS OF THE YEAR 1655 DESCRIBED 
BY LEGER, CONFRONTED WITH THE LEGAL STATEMENTS 
OF THE SAME FACTS. 



)N accordance with the statement of the often- 
quoted manuscript, “ Histoire Veritable des Vau- 
dois,” I will now relate the true details of the 
supposed cruel Waldensian massacre of the year 1655, 
described by John Leger (liv. ii. chap, ix.), and shamefully 
misrepresented by him, with indecent engraved figures : the 
very identical engravings and descriptions published more 
than twenty years before in Morland’s history, which, as we 
have before said, there is every reason to think, is almost 
entirely an inspiration of the same Leger, and may be 
reckoned to be his first edition. 

Leger says, first (l. c.), that “the particulars of the 
massacre have been confirmed through the evidence of 
more than 150 persons of irreproachable honesty and cre- 
dibility, who made their depositions at the office of two 
notaries, Bianchi and Mondonis.” (MS. pp. 182-184.) “We 
may forgive John Leger for not mentioning the names 
of these 150 respectable persons ; it would have made his 
volume too thick. Nevertheless, we are entitled to know 
that their evidences were given at the office of persons to 
be trusted. Unhappily for Leger, this is not the case. The 


72 


ON THE PERSECUTIONS 


notary Bianchi was his right hand in every bad enterprise, 
and a criminal on account of his misdeeds, and therefore 
condemned to death by public sentence the 23rd May, 1655. 
Mondone was not a notary in the year 1 655, when it is sup- 
posed that the depositions were made. Mondone obtained 
the office of notary four years afterwards, in 1659; and, 
besides, in 1663 and 1664, he declared that he had received 
no depositions of the kind. This fact of the two notaries of 
Leger is enough by itself to prove in general that the mas- 
sacres detailed by him arc not authentic.” {See Art. I. of 
this part.) 

As Leger says that he gave the original of the deposi- 
tions, signed by the notaries Bianchi and Mondone, to 
Samuel Morland, the Commissary of Cromwell in Italy, 
and that he (Leger) published the same depositions, trans- 
lated from an Italian copy kept by himself ; * the intelligent 
reader will understand that the narrative of these facts, 
published by Morland more than twenty years previously 
to the publication of Leger’s, is really the fictftious narra- 
tive of Leger himself ; and that the manuscript of the depo- 
sitions, placed by Sir Samuel Morland in the Cambridge 
Library, is the original manuscript of the fictitious narrative 
given by Leger to Morland. 

We will now examine the particular stories. To avoid 
confusion, the matter will be divided into two columns. 
That at the left of the reader containing the assertions of 
Leger, that at the right giving the true statement of the 
facts which Leger has distorted. 


* {Uisloire, Part li. pp. 116, 117.) J'en ay remts Voriyinal signe des 
Notairen Ji tnticki et Motulonis enlro las mains de Moiiseur Morland^, com- 
missairti extraordinaire du Mon Lord Protecteur de la Grande Bretagne, 
comme il le coufesse au 6 Chapitre du secottd livre de son histoire ; me con- 
tentant d'en avoir conservi la fidele cegne. Void done le contenu des 
dits depositions fideloment traduit de Vltalia/nP 
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John Leger's Assertions and 
Representations. 

Sara Rostagnol is described as 
tormented, having her belly cut 
open, because she refused to invoke 
the Virgin Mary ; at last beheaded 
by a soldier. 


Martha Costantina, wife of James 
Barrel, had her belly ripped open ; 
her private parts and breasts cut 
out^ which the Duke’s soldiers 
cooked, made a stew of them, and 
then eat them. 


James Michel in, of Bobbio, a Gen- 
tleman, stabbed in his feet, hand, 
and ears ; his private parts cut off, 
and a lighted candle put to the 
wound ; the nails extracted with 
pincers, and his head bound with 
cords so tightly as to force his eyes 
out of their sockets, and his brains 
out of his head : and all these tor- 
ments were inflicted on him in order 
to oblige him to abjure his religion. 


The true legal Statements. 

(MS. p. 1085.) 

Sara Rostagnol was stabbed twice 
and wounded grievously in the head, 
while she was handing weapons to 
the rebels. Xo other injury. And 
she died afterwards in a place called 
La Maddalcna delle Vigne, as is 
deposed by six persons of her own 
religion : — 

David Allieta, David Graimer, 
James Chiaror, Joseph Crespin, 
Daniel Pavarin, James Berger, 
the 16th February, 18th and 19th 
March, 1674, at the oflice of Bou- 
dino, a notary of known respecta- 
bility, and esteemed also by the 
Vaudois. 

Martha Costantina, wife of Bar- 
rel, died before the year 1655, as is 
proved at the oflice of Baudino by 
six of her own religion : 

David Allieta, David Graimer, 

^ John Rossel, John H. Allier, 

Antony Prasciut, Daniel Massen, 
the 15th February, and 3rd, 6th, 
28th March, 1674. 

(MS. p. 1086.) 

J araes M ichel in, of Bobbio, aV alct, 
not a Gentleman, bom in Frassinier, 
was simply wounded in one of the 
combats of 1655, and then carried 
to Dauphiny : ho seven years after- 
wards was seen in good health in 
the valley of Lnceraa, as is cou- 
flrmed at the office of Baudino, the 
23rd December, 1673, by John 
Michelin, a Vaudois of Bobbio, 
having his dwelling-house at Villar; 
and also by John Martinet, of Bob- 
bio, a catholic, at the office of Simon- 
detti, a notary, the 10th March the 
same year. 
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John Legor'e Assortiom and 
Representations. 

An old man precipitaiod from a 
very high rock. 


Isaias Gfrand of Angrogna, ninety 
years of ago, beheaded, and then 
ent into pieces ; his bowels spread 
on the streets, and his limbs hong 
on trees. 


The wife of Daniel Armand also 
cruelly tormented. 


The true Legal Statements. 

(MS. p. 1086.) 

About the supposed old man so 
precipitated, as Leger tells us that 
he himself is the only witness of 
this incredible fact, there is no need 
of any proof to contradict it. 


(MS. p. 1087.) 

No man named Isaias Grand ex* 
isted in Angrogna at that time, or 
long before that time. This is 
proved by the depositions of Jovenal 
Jacoma, of La Torre, of John Ytalliet 
and Antony Prescint, of Angrogna, 
made on the 1st February, and 3rd 
and Gth March, 1674, at the Bau- 
dino’s office : and of Michael Gonin, 
of St. Giovanni, made on the 28th 
March, 1674, at the office of Simon- 
detti. 


The wife of Daniel Armand was 
simply killed through a stab, in a 
place called Cogno, while she was 
handing arms to the rebels fighting 
against the Duke’s soldiers. 

Moyses Yiaimor, Antony Simond, 
James Chabriel, and Peter Nicollet, 
of La Torre, confirmed this fact at 
the officoof Baudino the 1st February 
and the 5th, 6th March ; and the 
same was done by David Dalmezzo, 
of Yillar, at the office of Simondetti, 
the 10th March, 1674. 

(The names of all the witnesses 
are always given in the MS., but 1 
intend to omit them on the follow- 
ing depositions, both for brevity 
and not to weary the reader.) 
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Jolvn Leger'a Asseriiona and 
Rejrresentalions. 

Two women, at a place called La 
Sarsena had their bellies ripped 
open, and their bowels thrown out, 
bj Paul do Ponealier, a captain, the 
22nd April, 1655. 


Maria Rajmond, the widow of 
James Coin, was fonud in a cave, 
her bones on one side and her flesh 
picked ofi* on the other side. 


2746 true Legal Sialemetiia. 
(MS. p. 1087.) 

There are depositions of five wit- 
nesses, all Vaudois, made at the 
Baudino's office, dated the 9th and 
20th February, and the 6th and 6th 
March, 1674, stating that no woman 
was killed at that time at the Sar- 
sena; and that Captain Panl de 
Penealier was not seen in the men- 
tioned place during the whole of the 
year 1656. 

There is besides one deposition 
at the same office, dated the 6th 
March, 1674, saying that some w'o- 
man fell into a precipice near I^a 
Sarsena, and that she was not in- 
jured by any body. 


(MS. p. 1088.) 

Unhappily for the calumniator, 
Maria Raymond died many years 
before 1655. Witnesses, three 
Waldenses and two Catholics. The 
depositions at the office of Baudino 
are on the 7 th of January, and 2nd, 
6th, and 25th Maroh, 1674. 


“This wicked author” (says the author of the MS. l. c.) 
“ thus iru[)08es upon the credulity of the Protestant people ; 
and believes that they will be amused with this kind of 
execrable stories. He supposes them to be wild beasts, and 
black souls longing to be nourished with the poison of 
slander.” * 


• “ (Test ainsi que cet escrivant scelerat abuse impudemmani de la credtdiie 
dcs peuples Protestans qu^il crois prendre plaisir a ce sort dcs fables ezecror- 
hies ; les preno/ns pour bestes et pour des ames nolres qui aimeu,t a se nwrrir 
du venin de la mediaancoT 
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John Leger'a Assertions and 
Representations. 

Magdalen, worn out with age, the 
widow of Peter Pilon, of Villar, was 
found cut into pieces in a cave. 


Anna, daughter of John Car* 
bonier, was violated, a pike driven 
through her private parts, and then 
impaled, and raised up and carried 
hj the soldiers through the principal 
streets as a sort of cross*standard, 
in order to inspire terror into the 
passengers. 


The true Legal Statements. 

(MS. p. 1088.) 

About this Magdalen, widow of 
Peter Pilon, it has been legally 
proved by seven witnesses, all Wal- 
densos, in the presence of two no- 
taries, Simondetti and Baudino, that 
neither such a widow nor such a hus- 
band were at a/ny time at Villa/r. 
The depositions bear the dates of 
26th December, 1673, 23rd February, 
and 2nd, 5th, 9th, 10th Mareh, 
1674. 


(MS. p. 1089.) 

This daughter of Carbonier, na- 
turally crippled and stupid, was 
simply found dead in a place called 
La Grand Ruil, without any wound 
or mark of outrage on her body. 
Thus says the deposition of five 
Waldenses at the office of Baudino, 
the 2nd, 5th, 6th, and 9th of March, 
1674. 


The author of the manuscript here reproaches John Leger 
for his shameless indecency and scandalous falsehoods. 


John Leger' 8 Assertions and 
Representations. 

Many little children tormented, 
lacerated whilst alive, and precipi- 
tated from the top of the rocks. 


TAe true Legal Statements. 

(MS. p. 1092.) 

It is proved by five Waldenses 
and by two Catholics, who made their 
depositions the 6th and 9th March, 
1673, and the 7 th February, 1674, 
that out of the children of John 
Andrew Michelin, of La Torre, sup- 
posed to bo so killed, one died in 
the year 1656, and the other two, a 
male and a female, were still alive 
in 1674. The same is confirmed of 
the other children. 
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John Leger's Assertions a/nd 
Representations. 

James Prm and John Gronnot 
were cruelly tormented in different 
manners, and thus killed. 


John Pellanchon tied to the tail 
of a mole, and dragged along, and 
indecently and cruelly tormented. 


Magdalene Fontaine, only ten 
years old, killed while the brutal 
soldiers attempted to violate her. 


A mother, flying from the pur- 
suers with her baby on her head, 
left the baby in the snow. Morcior 
Tolosano saw this. The Duke’s sol- 
diers cut the poor baby into four 
quarters. 


The true Legal Statement. 

(MS. p. 1092). 

Prin and Gonnet were made pri- 
soners of war, and died natural 
deaths in the prisons of Lucema 
without suffering any torment. The 
evidence at the office of Simondetti 
and Baudino bears the name of three 
Waldenses, the 24th February, the 
10th and 16th March, 1674. The 
same is conflrmed by the Marquis 
of Angrogna, who procured for them 
charitable assistance in the prison. 

(MS. p. 1093.) 

About John Pellanchon, at the 
office of Simondetti, there are the 
depositions of PriorVallero and of 
David Dalmazzo, a Waldensis, who 
had been present at the fact, and 
ascertained that it is true that an 
insolent soldier had really tied the 
poor Pellanchon to the tail of a 
mule, intending that ho bo thus 
drawn to Lucema; but Matollcs, 
the Commander of the Duke’s sol- 
diers, having caused Pellanchon to 
be immediately untied, punished the 
soldier with imprisonment. 

It has been legally proved by the 
evidence of two Waldenses, the 2nd 
and 16th March, 1674, that Magda- 
lene Fontaine was still alive in the 
said year, 1674. 

'Through the deposition of two 
Waldenses, 20th February, 1674, it 
is proved that the soldiers had the 
baby carried to the nearest village, 
and she was fed and taken care of 
for many years, till she died by 
natural illness in the valley of St. 
Martino. 
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John Lcger'B Assertions anti 
Bejyrcsentations. 

Another girl, also only ton years 
old, was impaled with a pike by the 
soldiers and then roasted and eaten 
by them. 


James Michelin, the father of the 
late Minister of Angpx)gna, and two 
countrymen shamefully bound in 
their private parts, and thus cruelly 
tormented. 


Jane Rostagnol, eighty years old, 
murdered by cutting out her nose, 
ears, and all extremities of her body. 


27m5 true Legal Statements. 

(MS. p. 1094.) 

Three Waldenses of Bobbio ju- 
ridically affirmed, 2Cth December, 
1678, and 20th February and 10th 
March, 1674, that the said girl, 
being foolish, concealed herself in 
a heap of bushes, to which the sol- 
diers, unaware of it, set fire, and 
thus she was burnt accidentally. 


(MS. p. 1095.) 

James Michelin, the father of the 
late Minister, did not suffer any bad 
treatment. He was made a prisoner 
of war in a combat, and died by 
natural illness in the prison of Tu- 
rin. About the two countrymen, 
there is nobody who saw or heard 
anything of them. These are the 
legal depositions of five Waldenses 
at the two notaries’ offices, 30th De- 
cember, 1673, and 6th, 9th, 10th 
March, 1674, besides other five de- 
positions made by Catholics of Bob- 
bio and of La Torre. 


Jane Rostagnol, who was not as 
old as it is said, simply died by a 
gpan-shot during a combat near the 
Alp of Crosenna, as was legally 
stated by four Waldenses and by 
two Catholics, the 26th December, 
1673, and the 10th March, 1674. 
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John Leger's Assertions and 
Itepreseydations. 

Many persons, as Daniel Salvajot, 
Louis Tomo, Bartholomy Durand, 
wore dreadfully killed by having 
gunpowder put into their ears and 
mouths, which, on being set 6re to, 
blew out their brains through their 
split heads. 


Daniel Revel was barbarously 
murdered as the above-named. 


Paul Reinand was also killed in 
the same cruel manner. 


John Rone, a schoolmaster, had 
his nails pulled out with pincers ; 
hands, feet and ears perforated in 
many parts; was asked several times 


Tiie tmte Legal Statements. 

(MS. p. 1096.) 

All these are forgeries. Daniel 
Salvtgot was killed by a gun-shot 
during the war in a place called Ija 
Roche de Pacelas. Louis Turno was 
also killed by a gun-shot and a stab 
received in an attack at a place 
called Casas do Roras; and the 
same was the fate of Bartholomy 
Durand, at Baumes. None died 
having received any of the forged 
injuries. Three Waldenses of Le 
Vigne, near Roras, affirmed this ju- 
ridically, the 26th February, and 
the 18th and 19th March, 1674, 


Daniel Revel was dead long before 
the year 1655. Daniel Paradiso and 
James Bergier proved this fact in a 
legal deposition the same year, 1674. 


Four Waldenses legally proved at 
the offices of the often-mentioned 
notaries,the 6th December, 167 8, and 
the 9th and 20th February, 1674, that 
Paul Reinand was found dead after 
a conflagration, probably suffocated 
by the smoke. His body was found 
without any iigury on his ears or 
mouth, and only with his board and < 
shirt a little burnt. 


(MS. p. 1097.) 

All those cruel details of torments 
are forged by Leger, as is his custom, 
to make the Invocation of Saints and 
the Mass odious to the Protestants, 
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John Leger's ABseriions and 
Representatiom. 

to invoke the Virgin Mary, and to 
go to Maas, and at each of his re- 
fusals, a piece of his flesh was cut 
off with a knife. 


Paul Gamier, of Roras, had his 
eyes forced out of his head, his pri- 
vate parts cut off and put into his 
mouth ; then he was skinned alive, 
and left so to die; while his skin, 
cut into pieces, was hung at four 
windows of the best houses of Lu- 
cema. 


Daniel Garden, of Roccapiatta, 
was beheaded, his brains thrown out 
of the skull and eaten by the soldiers, 
and his heart devoured by them. 


The true Legal Statements, 

(MS. p. 1097.) 

and to insert false motives of Reli- 
gion into the invented cmelties. 
The fact is simply this, that Rone 
was made prisoner of war, and 
ordered to bo transported to Lu- 
cerne. But he resisted the soldiers 
with all his might, and one of them 
shot him dead with a pistol. This 
has been juridically confirmed by 
the Prior, Michael Angel Gallina, 
and by the Signori Benettino and 
Vocero, all men of honour, and as 
such respected by the Waldonses of 
Lncoma themselves. 

There is a juridical statement of 
eight Waldenses, named in the MS. 
bearing the dates of 25th, 2(ith, 28th 
February, and 6th, 18th, 19th, 28th 
March, 1674, asserting unanimously 
that Paul Gamier was killed by a 
gun-shot while he was assaulting 
the town of Lnccma with his com- 
panions; and that, after the brigands 
were driven back, Joseph Baptist 
Bianco, a Catholic, attended to the 
burial of his body. 

(MS. p. 1098.) 

The only tmth about Daniel Car- 
don, of Roccapiatta, is that the sol- 
diers of the Duke shot him dead 
whilst he was fighting with rebels 
against them, near the temple of 
Roccapiatta. Hehad no other injury, 
and was buried by his own people 
after the combat. This is the legal 
deposition made by five of his own 
companions, the 9th and 28th Feb- 
mary, and 6th, 10th, 28th March, 
1674. 
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JoAn Leger's Assertiom and 
Rejire»entaiions. 

Margaret Revel, called La Car- 
tara was burnt by the Duke’s soldiers 
at Lo Vigne, and so they also served 
Mary Praviglielmo. The wife of 
Mathew Giordano is quoted as the 
eye witness of the fact. 


The widow of John Hugon, in- 
firm and bedridden for three years, 
was carried to La Torre on a cart, 
wounded with the sharp end of hal- 
berds, stoned and drowned in the 
river Angrogna. 


P.’ Gilles, of Ija Torre, wounded 
by a gun-shot, had his nose cut off 
and hLs face scarified, and left thus 
to die. 


The true Legal Statevients, 

(MS. p. 1099.) 

Margaret Revel was burnt to 
death, not by the soldiers, but acci- 
dentally ; not at Lo Vigne, but at a 
place called Li Ronchi, near the farm 
of Antony Prasciuto, where she had 
concealed herself, without it being 
known by anybody. Mary Pravig- 
lielmo died a natural death in a 
place called Rocca Cordera. The 
wife of ilathew Giordano, quoted 
as an eye witness, was dead and 
buried long before the year 1656. 
Thus it is stated by three Waldenses 
in their depositions at the two no- 
taries’, 30th December, 1673, and 
28th February and 28th March, 
1674. 

Four Waldenses, the 6th and 10th 
March, 1674, made their legal state- 
ment to this effect : that the widow 
of John Ilngon, who was not, in fact, 
infirm, was killed through being 
stabbed twice by the soldiers, while 
she was helping the rebels during 
an attack on a place called *‘La 
Gran Rui.” 

(MS. p. 1100.) 

It is not stated by Leger whether 
this P. Gilles was named Peter or 
Paul. However, the falsehood of 
the assertion is proved by the legal 
evidence of three Waldenses, of La 
Torre, and of others, as it appears 
from the registers of the 9th, 24th, 
and 28th February, and 6th and 
10th May, 1674. The statements 
say, that no man named Paul Gilles 
was ever known at La Torre ; and 
that there have been known two 
Gilles named Peter : the one died 
before the year 1655, and the other 
died some years after the said date. 
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John Leger's Assertions and The true Legal Statements. 

Representations. (MS. p. 1100). 

At Gracillane, a place at the hot- The whole of the account abont 
tom of the valley of Lucema, a great the furnace of Gracillane, both in ita 
many poor Waldenfics were violent ly substance and in its circumstances, 
cast into an oven already made hot, is another solemn falsehood of a 
and ready to bake bread. They were man of unblushing effronterj', as is 
all forced into the oven and roasted proved at the office of the two nota- 
alive. Some Catholics were wit- ries, by the deposition of eleven per- 
ncsses. sons of the same place. 

“It would be too long and tedious to continue relating 
all the legal evidences registered against the forged ac- 
counts of John Leger. It will be enough to say, that we 
are ready to show them to any person who should be doubt- 
ful of their genuineness.* Yet, before concluding this argu- 
ment, we shall touch cursorily some of the other facts 
misrepresented by J. Leger. 

“John Baptist Andr4 died before the year 1655 (Deposi- 
tion, Febr. and March the 7th, 1674), and it is said that he 
was cut in pieces in the said year 1655. 

“(MS. p. 1102.) Michael Bella, said to have had his head 
rooted out from his shoulders in 1655, was still alive in 
1656. (Deposition of five Waldenses, Febr. and March, 
1674.) 

“ Daniel Pellene, said to have been ignominiously carried 
to Angrogna by the Catholics ; he was really so carried, not 
by the Catholic soldiers, but by his own Waldenses, in order 
to get his money. (Deposition, Febr. and March, 1674, ten 
witnesses. ) 

“ About Michael Perisa, said to have been beheaded at 
Cavour the same year, 1655, it is proved that there were 
two men of this name, one died before the said year, the 
other was still alive in 1674. (Depos. 1674.) 

“ John Donna, Leger said to have been burnt alive. Seven 

* (MS. p. 1101.) “Je ne laisse pas de conserver les pieces originales qui 
jnstijiant incontestMement lafausseti des massacres pariiouUors, qii'ildiorit 
si an long dans ces rolles. Elies safisferont ceux a qui il prendroU envie de 
s'en iclarcir. 
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witnesses stated legally that there were three persons of 
this name. The first, wounded in a combat at San John, 
died of the wound at Angrogna. The second died in 1661, 
after having been stabbed twice in his belly by another 
Waldensis, and the third died in 166J in the moimtain of 
Rubbian. 

“ It is said that the wife of Paul Che vet was beheaded in 
the year 1655, and it is proved that she was dead some years 
previous to that time. (Depos. 1674, four witnesses.) 

“Joseph Claret, who while with the brigands trying to 
take Lucerna by assault, died of a gun-shot, without sufier- 
ing any other injury, as is confirmed by eight witnesses ; is 
yet described by Leger as having his belly ripped open, in 
order to take off his fat before his death. 

“Mary Paul also, it is said, was killed the same year, 
1655 ; and Mathew Thurin is described as dreadfully tor- 
mented, and his body given to the dogs ; and yet, by the 
deposition of three witnesses, it is proved that both were 
already dead previous to the said year.” 


Section V. 



OTHER AUTHORITATIVE STATEMENTS ON THE SAME 

ARGUMENT. 

ET US conclude this second part by simply re- 
marking : — 

1st. That the principal reason for which the 
Waldenses were punished in Piemont was not precisely 
their religious belief, but their having been rebellious 
against the orders of the Sovereign and the laws of the 
country in which they lived : which is proved, not only by 
the many facts herein recorded, and sometimes admitted 
and confessed by the* Waldenses themselves, as we have 
already seen, but also confirmed by the written records of 
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several public men of the time. We are now going to 
quote them. Monsieur Servien, the Ambassador of the 
King of France in Turin writes thus to the Governor and 
Consul of Fragela: “Turin, April 14, 1655. I write to 
you these lines to let you know that his Royal Highness, 
being dissatisfied with some inhabitants of the valley of 
Lucerne, not only for opposing his orders, but also for 
making others directly contrary unto them, by an attempt 
full of insolence, hath resolved to have that obedience that 
is due unto him.” (State Papers of John Thurloe, vol. 
III. p. 416. London, 1742.) Let us see also (l. c. p. 578) 
what De Lionne, the French Ambassador at Rome, wrote to 
Bordeaux, the French Ambassador in England. “Rome, 
July 3, 1655 : I hope that the pretence which the Protector 
(Cromwell) takes to defer the signing of your treaty upon 
the business of the valleys of Savoy, will suddenly cease; 
since Monsieur Servien, Ambassador for the King at Turin, 
hath writ me word, that he hoped to accommodate the same 
in a short time, according to the orders which he had re- 
ceived from the Court : although it is not a War for their Re- 
ligion, but a pirne revolt against the Prince.” Count Brienne 
besides may be heard in his letter written to Bordeaux, the 
French Ambassador in England (l. c. p. 817): “ Soisson, 
July 16, 1655. As for the business of Savoy, . . •. you 
may assure the Protector that we have done all what he 
could desire of us. But we can but entreat and not com- 
mand the Prince of Savoy. Certain it is that his subjects 
had very much forgotten their duty.” It is then to over- 
throw the historical evidence to say that the Waldenses 
were persecuted for their religious opinions. 

Second, That, speaking in particular of the famous year 
1655, if, on the one hand, we must admit that many Wal- 
denses were killed during the combats at the places which 
were attacked or held by the soldiers of the Sovereign ; on 
the other, it is equally certain, in accordance with the depo- 
sitions quoted above, that the catalogue of murders, tedious 
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for their length, and abominable for their indecent and cruel 
details, is nothing else than a malicious dream of the excited 
imagination of a deceiver. Sir Samuel Morland himself, in 
a letter to Thurloe, the Secretary of Cromwell, has the fol- 
lowing striking expressions on the subject (State Papers, 
vol. III. p. 417) : “Geneve, January 1.5, 1056.*^ As to the 
History. ... 1 have not neglected to use my utmost dili- 
gence, since the verie first time you mentioned the same. . . 
The greatest difiiculty I meet with is in relation to the 
matter of fact in the beginning of these troubles and during 
the time of warr. For I find, ujK)!! diligent search, that 
many papers and bookes which have been put out in print 
on this subject, even by some Jlinisters of the valleys, are 
lame in many particulars arid in manie things not conformable 
to truth." Notable expression not to be forgotten ! 

Third, That in the said year 16.5.5, the number of the 
Waldenses in the valleys of Pieraont amounted to about 
16,000, as is also admitted by John Leger, and the killed, 
both by sword and by fire, and also in their flight, did not 
exceed altogether 200 in number, as is stated in the report 
published at that time by the Sardinian Government in 
Italian, French, and Latin; which was printed also in Mor- 
land’s History (p. 398). Too many, if the preciousness of 
• human life is considered ; but very few indeed, if compared 
with the ordinary history of unsuccessful revolutions, and 
with the many thousands of human beings sacrificed on like 
occasions, not to speak of other places and times, especially 
here in England and Ireland, in the same unhappy seven- 
teenth century. 


** I hare ami^ed 1666, because the year 
1666, printed in the State Tapers, i,. c., is a 
mistake. The (acts alluded to in this letter 
happened not in January, 1666, but in the 
following May. 


In the same State Papers, l. c., it is said 
that tJiis Morland’s letter was possessed by 
Lord Ch. Hardwicke, High Chaiiocllor of 
Great Britain. 
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Part the Third. 

THE RELIGIOUS DOCTRINES OF 
THE WALDENSES. 


Section I. 



First. 


A SKETCH OF THE CHANGES IN THE WALDENSIAN DOCTRINES, 
FROM THE EARLIEST PERIOD TO THE TIME OF THE NEW 
REFORMERS. 

|EFORE speaking particularly of the religious 
opinions of the Waldenses, it is advisable to 
touch upon some general points of history on 
this subject: — 

That it was a mistake of some writers to accuse 
the old Waldenses of holding errors which they, as a body, 
had in abomination. For instance, that they admitted two 
gods and two principles, the good and the bad, as the 
Manicheans did ; that they denied Baptism and the other 
Sacraments ; that they rejected the Apostles’ Creed, and 
permitted promiscuous sexual intercourse, &c. These and 
many other tenets, sometimes attributed to the old Wal- 
denses, cannot be said with truth to have been their errors, 
as there is no trace of them in any of the Waldensian manu- 
scripts. I am of opinion that this mistake was caused, either 
by this, that some of the followers of Peter of Vaudia had 
belonged at first to other sects of the time, and previously 
held errors like those, or, that it was the effect of confoimd- 
ing the Waldensian sect with that of the Catharites, or of 
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the Apostolicals, or of the Albigenses. At any rate, we 
must repeat that the Waldenses, as a particular body of 
sectarians, were quite free from those abominable and 
destructive errors. 

Second. That they in their outset held nothing at variance 
with the common doctrines of the Catholic Church, within 
which they were at first educated, except their preaching 
and expounding publicly the Holy Scriptures, in spite of 
the prohibition of the Bishops of the same Church. “ The 
Waldenses ” (I quote the words of Neander, in his “ History 
of the Christian Religion and Church,” vol. viii.) “laboured 
with great zeal, and certainly without any thought at first 
of separating themselves from the Church ; but simply aim- 
ing at a spiritual society like many others in the service of 
the Church.” And this is pretty clear to every one who 
considers the fact that an embassy of their body went to 
Rome in the year 1179, at the time of the Third Council of 
Lateran, in order that Pope Alexander the Third would 
sanction their society, and approve of their book. This 
point of history is confirmed by the English Franciscan, 
Walter ^lapes, who in that very year was in Rome, and had 
a conversation witli two of the Waldensian embassy, as he 
relates in his work “He Nugis Curialium,” existing among 
the manuscripts of the Bodleian Library (851) at Oxford. 
I will quote a few words only of this contemporary : * “ We 
saw Waldensian men in the Roman Council held by Pope 
Alexander the Third. They were simple and unlearned, 
and were thus called from the name of their founder, Valdo, 
who was a citizen of Lyons on the Rhone. They presented 
to the Pope a book written in the old Provencal language, 
in which there were texts and comments of the Psalms, and 


• Vidimus in ConcUio Romam sub Alexandra Papa III. celebraio Valdesios 
homines ydioias illitcratos, a jyritmte ipsorum Valdo dictos, gut fuerat civis Lug- 
dunts super Rodanum ; qui librum domino Papa prwsentm'erunt lingua conscriptum 
Gallica, in quo textus et glosa Psalterii, plurimorumque I^gis Utriusque libr^tm 
conUnebantur. (See note 25). 
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of many books of the Old and New Testament,” ‘«S:c. It is 
true that they were sent back without obtaining what they 
asked, and were forbidden to explain the Scriptures, and to 
preach publicly in their own way ; yet they Averc not con- 
demned at that time as guilty of any error in doctrine. 
Besides, Avhen John a Bcllismanibus, Archbishop of Lyons, 
about the year 1182 or 1183, also forbade them both to 
preach and expound the Scriptures, and finding them dis- 
obedient, expelled them from His diocese; no mention was 
made of their holding any doctrine at variance with the 
teaching of the Church : they Avere simply expelled because, 
being laymen and illiterate, and, of course, frecpiently using 
erroneous expressions, presumed, against the prohibition of 
their superiors, to preach, and exercise an office which was 
confided to the Apostles and to their successors only. And, 
in fact, tAvo of the original folloAvers of the Waldensian sect, 
the one named Dunuidus of Iluesca, Avho had also been a 
master of Waldism in a school at Milan; and the other, Ber- 
nard Primo, and a great number of their Waldensian com- 
panions, haAring shown their desire to be reunited Avith 
the Church, their petition Avas readily granted by Pope 
Innocent the Third ; and they besides received from him 
letters and diplomas authorizing them to establish religious 
orders. The letters to Durandus are of the 18th December, 
1208, those to Bernard are dated 14th June, 1210. The 
tAvo societies, in the year 1256, were united to, and em- 
bodied with, the Hermits of St. Augustin (Helyot, “ Ilis- 
toire des Ordres Monastiques.” Guingamp, 1839, a*o1. ii. 

2S3 et seq.) . 

Third. NotAvithstanding Avhat Ave have said, it cannot be 
denied that the Waldenses in after times admitted and pro- 
fessed many articles of doctrine, against the teaching and 
practices of the Roman Church, as we shall see in separate 
articles. Yet a very broad distinction is to be drawn be- 
tAveen many articles of their religious doctrine in the old 
time, and those adopted by the ncAV Waldenses after the 
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uppeiirance of the reformers Luther uml Calvin. 'J'hc latter 
are very different from the former in many substantial 
])oints ; so that, if the Waldenses who existed in the 
thirteenth and fourteenth centurj^ had risen from their 
graves and mingled with those of the seventeenth and 
eighteenth, they would have judged the latter very un- 
faithful to their old religion. Let us read the often quoted 
^IS. (“ Veritable Histoire,” p. 2) : “ The Waldenses became 
Lutheran on the appearance of Luther, and a little after- 
wards from being Lutheran they became Calvinist. John 
Leger, who took upon himself the task of being the histo- 
rian of the valleys of Piemont, presumed to revive in our 
days the name of Waldenses, whose heresy died away about 
two centuries ago.” {Idem, MS. p. 294) : “The first public 
Waldensian asscmbl}, called together in the valleys, was 
held at Angrogna the 12th September, 1582; at which 
there was proposed some kind of religious union between 
the Waldenses and the Lutherans. The two barbas, George 
Morel and Peter Masson, objected strongly to this proposal, 
on the ground principally that the Lutheran articles were 
more in number than the Waldensian. New letters, how- 
ever, having been received from Germany, some kind of 
union between the two sects was made, in spite of the two 
barbas : and this was done at another assembly held in the 
valley of San Martin, the 15th August, 1533. Neverthe- 
less, through the cunning of Calvin, who, both personally and 
by means of his partizans — principally William Farel — re- 
peatedly addressed the Waldenses, they a few years after- 
wards gave way, and, in 1536, became Calvinists. Not 
totally so, however, at first ; because, being obliged by the 
Senate of Turin to declare their religious belief, they made 
a confession of faith neither in accordance with Luther, 
whom they had already abandoned, nor in accordance with 
Calvin, whom they did not yet profess to foUow' entirely. 
The profession of their faith presented to the Senate was a 
mixture of the two sects. They declared, 1st. That the religion 
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of their ancestors and their own was that which God has 
revealed in the Old and New Testament ; 2nd. That it was 
summarily contained in the twelve articles of the Creed; 
3rd. That they held the Sacraments, not, however, to the 
number of seven ; 4th. That they received the Four First 
General Councils of Nice, Ephesus, Constantinople and 
Calcedon, the Athanasian Creed and the Commandments of 
Our Lord, as they are written in the books of Exodus and 
Deuteronomy ; 5th. That they acknowledged the Princes 
of the earth ; 6th. That after all, they did not consider 
themselves under any obligation to obey the Roman Church, 
nor of observing her decrees.” 

M. A. Rorengo (“ Esame intomo alia nuova Confessione 
di Fede,ecc. Torino, 1658,” p. 33) confirms the same Walden- 
sian changes by addressing them thus: “You allow your 
confession of faith to run like the fashion of our clothes; 
now long, now large, now narrow. Up to the present time 
you hold the rule of the First Councils and of the First 
Doctors of the Church. Now you cast them aside, and then 
place instead the confession of Flanders, Holland, &c. so 
that under such rules we are unable to dispute and to dis- 
cover what your faith is. Observe (l. c. p. 45) that 
St. Augustin acknowledges for a true Church that which 
has the succession of Pontiffs and Priests. And you pre- 
tend that the new confession lasted from the Apostles, from 
St. Peter to barba Martini. How can you exhibit suc- 
cessors both in the hierarchical chair, and in the doctrine ?”• 
What has been noted here will show generally that the 
Waldenses have undergone some great changes in relation 


• Voi fate correre la vostra confessione di fede con la modn dei vesiiti or lunghi 
or largki ora stretii. Prendeste finora la regola dei pritni Condlu e Bottori della. 
Chiesa. Ora gli levaie surrogando la confessione di Fiandra, Olanda ecc. ; afinchi 
con tali regale non si conosca e possa disputare qual sia la vostra fede. Osservate 
che Sant' Agostino truova per vera marca della Chiesa la successione dei Pontefci e 
Sacerdoti. E tw voleie che la confessione nuova abbia durato dagli Apostoli, da 
San Pietro a barba Martini, Come produrrete successori nella cattedra e nella 
dottrinaf 
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to their religious opinions at different epochs, principally 
after Luther and Calvin. Let us now descend to the par- 
ticulars. 


Section II. 


THE RELIGIOUS DOCTRINES OF THE OLD WALDENSES WHICH 
AGREED WITH THOSE OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH AND 
DIFFERED FROM THE TENETS OF THE NEW REFORMERS. 



.OHX LEGER has printed several confessions of 
the AValdensian faith, and assigns the first to the 
year 1120, about sixty or eighty years (he 
wrongly says) before Valdo of Lyons (1st Part, p. 92 and 
following). This confession contains fourteen articles. In 
the third a distinction is made between the Canonical and 
the Apocryphal books, and the Waldenses are made to say 
that they read the Apocrj'phal for the instruction of the 
people, not, however, for proving by them Ecclesiastical Doc- 
trines; and in the thirteenth article it is stated plainly, that 
they have not known of any other Sacrament, except Baptism 
and the Eucharist: “ilDo0 non aben conep autrc isaccament 
que lo bapct0ma e la mcbacf^tfa.” 


Not to say anything now al)Out the other four confessions 
given by this writer, I call the reader’s attention to the two 
recited articles of the first, and remark — First. That no 
Waldensian confession of faith can be older than the Wal- 
denses themselves. Now there is no doubt that this sect 
did not arise before the second half of the twelfth century, 
as has been fully proved in our first part. Second. That, 
in accordance with Professor James Henthom Todd (The 
book of the Vaudois, p. 8 and following), this confession, 
printed by Leger with the false date of 1120, is in substance 
and in many parts verbally the same as that which Morel 
and Masson showed to Oecolampadius and to Bucer in 1530, 
when the two harhns went to consult them on the particulars 
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of their religion, in order to come to some agreement be- 
tween themselves. Third. That the division of the books 
of the Scriptures into Canonical and Apocryphal, there 
stated to have been made by the old Waldenses, and the 
admission of two Sacraments only, are points contradicted 
by the same old Waldenses in their manuscripts. We have 
\)iily to open them and read some passages. 

In relation to the different books of the Bible, there is 
not to be found in any of the old Waldensian texts either 
the word or the signification of the word Apocryphal. They 
admitted the whole of the Bible as it was admitted by the 
Catholics, without excluding from the number of its books 
those which by the new reformers are excluded as not 
Canonical. In volume C of the Waldensian manuscripts, 
in the Cambridge Library, there is a translation of part of 
the second of the Maccabees, chapter vii. from the Vulgate, 
and a translation of some chapters of Job, and the whole 
book of Tobit also from the Vulgate, comprising that 
famous passage of the Angel : “ Prayer is good with fasting 
and alms, more than to lay up treasures of gold ; for alms 
delivereth from death, and the same is that which purged 
away sins, and maketh to find mercy and life everlasting ” • 
(Tob. chap. xii. 8 and 9). In volume E there are extracts 
from Proverbs,* Ecclesiastes, and Ecclesiasticus. In volume 
F, amongst translations of parts of the New Testament, 
there are two chapters of the Book of Wisdom ; and in 
volume B there is a treatise on the Commandments. 
They are not divided in accordance with the new reformers, 
but in accordance with the Catholic Catechism : namely, 
the first and second commandment, according to the division 
adopted by the reformers, are united and called the Jirst 
commandment^ as the Catholics do. And the commandment 
called the tenth by the same reformers, is divided into two, 
also in accordance with the division adopted by the Catholic 

* %ona e0t laucation r lo Ddun r talmoeina maioi bt q resconbTC trasor tor, cai 
Ialmo 0 ina brKrbra be mote tar at! mrania purea K prtta c Ebf a trobat bita rtrtna. 
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Church. Therefore the Waldenses, in their manuscript, 
put as the second commandment : Not to take the name of 
your Lord God in vain — %t sfeffont comanliament non pcen* 
PccasJ lo nomc Del lo feegnor SDio enhan; and put as the ninth, 
Thou shalt not covet thy neighbour’s wife; and as the 
tenth. Not to covet thy neighbour’s goods — lit noDen no 
cubltare la moltjec Del too ppnte— He Decen ejf no cubitac la?‘ 
CO0a$$ Del too ppme* What I have stated concerning the Cam- 
bridge manuscripts as to the distinction of the Apocryphal 
books not being found there, but, on the contrarj’^, every- 
thing in accordance with the Catholic Bible, is also to be 
observed of the Waldensian manuscripts in Trinity College, 
Dublin, of a more recent date ; yet previous to the new 
reformers, in which, according to the i)ositive assertion of 
Dr. Todd (l. c. p. 4), no distinction is to be found between 
the Canonical books of the Bible and those called Apocry- 
phal by the reformers: and every Scriptural book or pas- 
sage is always quoted there in accordance with the Catholic 
Bible, comprising the controverted passage of St. John 
( 1 Ep. V. 7 ), which is also written there : “ There are three 
that give testimony in heaven, the Father, the Word, and 
the Holy Ghost ; and these three are One — ^cei Sfon U qual 
Donan te^tlmoni al cel lo #aire e lo iflll) e lo &anct ^perlt, e a 
qul0Cl' tcel 0OU un»” This will be enough to show that the 
Waldenses, before Luther and Calvin, had their Bible as the 
Catholics have it now ; without excluding the books or the 
passages excluded by the same Waldenses, after having be- 
come Calvinists. It will also demonstrate the falsehood of 
the date of 1120 given by Leger as that of the first con- 
fession of the Waldensian faith. 

In relation now to the Sacraments, of which, in that con- 
fession of faith attributed by Leger to the beginning of the 
twelfth century, it is said that the old Waldenses admitted 
two only. Baptism and the Eucharist ; it will be enough to 
read a few lines of the Cambridge Waldensian MS. In 
volume D, under the title, “ Exix)sition of Christian Doc- 
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trine,” at chapter ii. there are the following words : “ Seven 
are the Sacraments of the Holy Church. The first is 
Baptism given to us in remission of sins. The second is 
Penance. The third is the Communion of the Body and 
the Blood of Christ. The fourth is Matrimony ordered by 
God. The fifth is Holy Oil (Extreme Unction). The sixth 
is the Imposition of Hands (Confirmation). The seventh is 
the Ordination of Priests and Deacons.” * 

In the “ Rerum Bohemicarum Antiqui Scriptores ex 
Bibliotheca Freheri,” &c. (Hanoviaj, 1602), at p. 2BS, et seq. 
there is printed that Waldensian Confession of Faith which 
was sent to Uladislaus, king of Hungary, in the year 1508. 
We find there the following words : “ We equally admit 
that the Sacraments, which are seven in number, are useful 
to the Church of Christ: Similiter^ Sacrametita, Septenario 
numero inclusa, Ecclesice Chruiti utilia esse pajidiynus” And 
in the next pages, namely, from 241 to 252 (which are evi- 
dently cut out in the copy existing in the library of the 
British Museum, but are to be seen in the copy of the 
Cambridge library), there is an enumeration and explana- 
tion of each sacrament. About Baptism, after saying, 
that “ All grown persons are obliged to be baptized in the 
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Ghost,” they profess besides, that also infants must be bap- 
tized, according to a decree of the Apostles, as Dionysius 
writes : ^^Professio nostra etiam in pueros extenditio\ qui decreto 
Apostoloruin^ ut Dionysius scribit, baptizari debent'' About 
the Sacrament of Orders they mention the Major and the 
Minor Orders ; “ De Sacerdotali Ordine . . . Major es et 
Minores Ordines." Express mention is made besides of 
Extreme Unction of the Sick — “ Unctio Extrema Injir- 
morumj' and of the other Sacraments of “ Confirmation, of 

* &ept eon li eaccament oe fa eancta aleesia* Ho piumirr re fo batieine, fo 
qual ee uona a noe en remtoion Dr petca. Ho 2 ro la pntitmda. Ho 3 re fa 
comumon Hrf core e Pd pane pe X|t. Ho 4 te fo matrimoni otPena Pr iDio. Ho 6 
re fob eant. Ho 6 re Irtnpueammt pr tae mane. Ho 7 re orPmammt pr pirpre 
r pr ptaqure. 
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Matrimony, of Penance in the Remission of Sins, and of The 
Eucharist : — De Confirmatione^ De Matnmonioy De Pcenitmtia 
lapsorum in Remissionem Peccatorum^ De Exicharistia'^ In 
explaining the last mentioned Sacrament there are the fol- 
lowing striking expressions : “ Wheresoever a worthy Priest, 
with faithful people, according to his intention and that of 
Christ, and according to the ordination of the Church, will 
in his prayers testify with such words, namely ; ‘ This is my 
body^ This is my bloody' immediately then the present bread 
is the body of Christ, which was offered to death for us; and 
in like manner the present wine is Ilis blood, shed for the 
remission of sins. This profession of our faith is founded 
on the words of Christ, related by the Evangelists and by 
Saint Paul. . . . This body and blood of Christ, under the 
species of bread and wine, ought to be received.” * 

It will not be altogether out of place to note here with 
Dr. Todd (l. c. p. 216), that in the Dublin Waldensian 
manuscripts there is an instruction to the clergy, headed 
thus: ^^Sequitur De Imposicione Poenitentice p' which imposi- 
tion of Penance, according to the Catholic doctrine, is an 
integral part of the Sacrament of like name ; and that some 
of the passages published by Perrin, Morland, and Leger 
from the Waldensian manuscripts, are not translated faith- 
fully by them. To say nothing about Leger, Perrin, in his 
book of the Vaudois, has published the Commandments not 
in accordance with the manuscripts from which he states he 
copied them ; and has divided into two the first, and out of 
the two last Commandments has made one. And, as Dr. Todd 
says (l. c. p. 116), we arc not to consider Perrin’s history 
of the Vaudois the offspring of a single and solitary pasteur 


• Ubicumqite digmus Sttcerdos cum fidn jytptdn, juxtn suam et Christi tiitentionem 
Ecclesi(fque ordinationem, wntionem faclens, hujusmodi verbis, videlicet: lioc est 
corpus menin, Hie ost sanguis mens, testificatus fuerit ; cotifestim pnpsens 
pouts est corpus Christi in mortem pro nobis oblatum : vinum similiter prtrsens est 
songuis ejus i^usus in peccfttorum remissionem. Hmc jtdri nostra- pro/essio verbis 
Christi firmntur ab Kvangeiistis et a Sanctn Paulo cou.ttTiptis. . . . //or corpus 
Christi et sanguis , . . sub panis viuiqur sperirbus . . . siimi debet. 
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of Dftuphiny, but as the work of the French Protestant 
Church; and a very curious work too : us it was examined a 
^^reat many times in many protcstant provinces and in Ge- 
neve, during the space of more tlian ten years before it was 
published in 1619. About Morland we may say that lie, 
besides publishing his histoiy, in accordance with the false 
views and suggestions of Leger, against his own first con- 
viction (see his letter in our Pivrt ii. Sect, v.), and besides 
omitting the publication of passages contained in the manu- 
scripts; which would havm been more than sufficient to cast 
light on the true epoch of the Waldensian sect and doc- 
trines ; has taken the liberty of altering a passage, in which 
the manuscript, commenting upon a text of St. Augustin, 
says : “ Vain fear is it to fear losing the company of father 
and mother, and not to fear the loss of the company of God 
and of the Virgin Mary — %H COilipaQ;nia he SDio e De la (illrr- 
gena 9^an'a.” Now Morland (p. 129) translated it thus: 
“ And not to fear losing the blessed presence of God the 
Father, and of Jesus Christ.” (Todd, l. c. p. 99.) 

I may be alloAved to observe here that the old Waldcnses, 
though they denied the intercession of Saints and of the 
Virgin Mary (as we shall see afterwards), yet they admitted 
that honour and praise is due to them. Hear them in the 
above quoted confession of faith (“ Rerum Bohemicar. Fre- 
heri,” p. 254, 255) :* “ God is to be praised in his Saints, as 
David said, ‘ Praise the Lord in his Saints;’ and we are 
doing so, and praise God in this Virgin, and in the other 
Saints. Because God in his goodness gave to them like 
grace and like benefits, and through them to us. And not 
only we prai.se God in this Blessed Virgin, but besides we 
confess her blessed and holy ; and we love and imitate her 


• In Sanctis Dcus laudari dtbet, siait diail Dm-id — lAUulate Dominum in 
Sanctis ejus — Ei nos hoc ajimus quod in hac Vhyine ct aliis Sunct'is Deuin 
laudamus, qvi talan gratiam et Udia bciujlcia ex sua bonitate cis dedit et nobis per 
ipsos. Et necdum in hac Itenedicta Vir<jineJ)i urn laudamus, sed el earn confilemur 
bcnediclani et beatain, ei diHgimus et seqiiimur pro juisse nostro . . . Nulla ex 

II 
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as we can. ... No woman is as holy as this Virgin is. 
None indeed is full of grace, except her; none should be 
called blessed amongst all generations, except her alone. 
Nor is it true that we despise as profane the holy days of the 
commemoration of the glorious Virgin Mary ; on the con- 
trary we respect them, and sing many canticles concerning 
her to the honour of God.” 

It is therefore beyond doubt that, before the time of 
Luther and Calvin, the Waldenses admitted all the books of 
the Bible and all the Seven Sacraments as the Catholic 
Church did and does now, and that they did not deny the 
Real Presence of our Lord after the consecration of the 
bread and wine, and paid honour to the Virgin and to the 
Saints: and besides (.sc^ Dr. Todd, l. c. p. 19), from the 
doubts proposed in Germany by Morel and IMasson, it seems 
clear that they approved of Religious Celibacy, Auricular 
Confession, Vows of Poverty, &c. 

I conclude this article, relating the doctrines of the old 
Waldism as distinguished from Calvinism, by quoting three 
passages of “La Nobla Ley 9 on,” bearing on the subject. 

In the first passage, the Waldcnsian writer praises the 
sincere Confession of sins, and the works of Penance, fast- 
ing, alms-giving, fervent praying, as means to obtain salva- 
tion : 

“ To make our Confession sincerely without any defect: 

And to do penance during the present life ; 

To fa.st, to give alms, and to pray with fervent heart ; 

Indeed, through these things the soul finds salvation.”* * 

In the second, he commends the Evangelical Counsel to 

mulUribw est benedicia siciU hcec Virgo, nulla quidem alia est gratia plena, 
excejita hoc, nidla didtiir bentdicta inter omnes generationes, excejyta hac sola . . . 
Neque hoc verum est quod sanctos dies commemorationis gloriosee Virginis Maria; 
sicut profanes coutemnimua, se.d colimus ut decet. Multas cantiones de ea in laudein 
Dei canimus. 

* IPurammt at tonfreear alcun mancammt, 

S qu’ il fac^an pmitnuia cn la tita piremt, 

a:)elunat, Eae almonao rt aurar au cor 

Car per a queatao coeae troba {‘anma oaltoament. 
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keep A irgiiiity ; and Mary and Joseph are quoted as an ex- 
ample of this ; 

“ The Old Law cursed the womb which remained barren, 

But the New Law counsolleth to keep Virginity. 

Our Lady was pure and Joseph also.” • 

In the third passage i.s boldly proclaimed that a lawfully 
contracted marriage is indissoluble under the Gospel. 

“ The Old Law gave power to dissolve Marriage, 

And the bill of repudiation was then to be given : 

But the New Law says : Do not marry one that is put away ; 

And what God hath joined together, let no man put asunder.”! 


* La Ir; btllia maubi le tenne qui fiur non a porta, 
iiila la nobtlla coarllia oainar bnseneta. 
iPura na nostra tona e Joeepp atresi. 

t La Up antrnia hi pattit lo matrimont : 

(ZE carta be tefu se beauesan bonar : 

^a fa nobelfa bi non pense la iarsa : 

Q neaeurn non bepatta co que Dio {)a aiosta. 



** The Waldensca held also here the old 
Catholic doctrine, not only about the rir- 
(pnity of Mary, but also about the chastity 
of St. Joseph. The opinion of the Ilclri- 
dians, who professed that Maiy*, after Jesus 
Christ, bad other sons by St. Joseph, was 
condemned amongst other old heresies. (Sec 
St. Aug dc Htercsib. cap. 81 ; see al.so 
Jerome contra Ilelridinra.) But, ns in the 
Gospels are mentioned the brothrrs of Jesus 
Christ called soAa of Mary ; many old writers 
were misled into crroncou.sly asserting that 
the so-called brothers of our Lord, if not 
children of the Virgin Mary, at least were 
children of Joseph, bom to him previously 
by another wife. I hare said erroneouAy, 
because, besides the known custom of the 
Jews, often mentioned in the Bible, to call 
their cousins or other near relations by the 
name of brethren ; that assertion is evidently 
shown to be false by reading the different 
Evangelists. Read, first, St. Matthew (c. xiv. 
T. 66 ) : “ I* tiot this the carpenter* ton f la 
not his mother called Mary, and his brethren 
James and Joseph, and Simon and .Tudei” 
Read now Matthew (c. xxvii. v. 56): “ Was 
Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother cf 
James and Joseph." And see Mark (e. xv. 
V. -10) : “ Amongst ichom was Mary Magda- 


lene and Mary the mother of James the leas 
and of Joseph." Is-t us turn now to St. 
■John (c. xix. V. 2i>): “ Now there stood by 
the cross of Je.rus his mother, and his mo- 
ther’s sister Mary the wife of Cleophus, 
and Mary Magdalene." Now, if the iliffi-r- 
ent passages are considered together, it nill 
a|)|>ear hy the best evidence that Mary, sis- 
ter of the Mother of Jesus, tcife of Cleophas, 
is the mother of James (the less) and of 
Joseph, who, with Simon and Jude, are 
called brethren of our Lord ; but, being tho 
sons of the sister of his mother and of Clo- 
ophas (not of St. Joseph), they were not his 
brethren in fact ; they were his cousins only. 
In support of the present point 1 will n<id 
the authority of St. Jerome (Comm, in c. xii. 
St. Matthew): “ As is contained” (he *ays) 
“ in the book which we have written against 
Helviilius.we understand that the expression, 
brethren of our Ijord, means not the sons of 
Joseph, but the cousins of our Saviour, sons 
of Mary, aunt of our Lord, who is styh-,! the 
mother of .lames and Josephand Jude.” Nos, 
sicut in libro, guem contra Helvidium scrip- 
simus, continetur, fratres Domini, non fitios 
Joseph sed consobrinos Salcatoris, Alariit 
liheros intelligimus matertene. Domini; quet 
esse dicitur mater Jacobi et Joseph et Judet. 
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Section III. 


THE RELIGIOUS TENETS OF THE OLD WALDENSES AGREEING 
WITH THOSE OF THE NEW REFORMERS, AND AT VARIANCE 
WITH THE CATHOLIC DOCTRINES. 


It would take me out of my subject, and oblige me to enter 
into too wide a field. Nevertheless, in fulfilment of the 
task I have undertaken, it is requisite that I should speak 


ticular body of sectarians, before they united and made a 
common profession with the new reformers. It will appear 
from the following particulars, that the new reformers had 
a good reason to regard the old Waldcnses as their ancestors, 
because nearly all the points, in which the Waldenses during 
three centuries disagreed from the Roman Church, were - 
likewise assumed and kept by the new reformers, although 
with a good many additions of their own. 

To proceed on safe ground in this rather perplexing in- 
vestigation, I will take for my guide the Waldensian 
manuscripts, and those old authors who wrote on this 
subject, from the end of the twelfth to the beginning of 
the sixteenth centur}', that is to say, from the first spread- 
ing of the Waldensian sect to nearly the time in which they 
united with Calvin. These authors, in order of time, are 
Jjcrnard, Abbot of Chaude P'ontaine, the Venerable F. 
Moneta, Reinerius Sacco, Peter Pilichdorff’, Eneas Sylvius, 
afterwards Pius II., Seyssell, Archbishop of Turin, and 
Rerum Bohemicarurn Scriptores. In the first part of this 
book they have been quoted, with the dates and places in 
which they were published, or where those in MS. are pre- 
served. Thu.s, without any interruption, I shall be able 



O one will, I think, expect that I should treat 
here of those religious opinions of the Waldenses 
which they adopted after they became Calvinists. 


here of those tenets which the Waldenses held as a par- 


OF THE WALDENSES. 


101 


to recapitulate here the principal WaUlensiati tenets as they 
are expressed by tlie Waldenses themselves, or by the above- 
named authors; and I will subjoin immediately in a few 
words, the Catholic doctrine on the same point, in order to 
show that the Waldensian tenets are contrary to the Catholic 
doctrine, as well as consonant to that of the new reformers. 


§ 1 - 

Waldensian Tenet. 

The Church of God has failed. 

“ The Waldenses say that the Church of God failed at the 
time of Pope Silvester, and that it was restored in their 
time, and that the first restorer was Waldesius.” (Moneta, 
lib. V. ch. iiL)* 

“You quote the words of our Lord (Matth. xx. 16), 
* Many are called but few are chosen,’ where you say that 
the many called express the Catholics, and the few chosen 
express your associates.” (Pilichdorff, chap. xiv.)f 

t “ That part of the Church, which remained faithful ” (at 
the time of Constantine), “persevered for a long time in the 
received truth. Thus little by little, the holiness of the 
Church failed .... And thus we believe, that from the time 
at which the Church was founded, to the end of the world, 


* Isti fuBretid diamt Eccledam Dei tempore Bead Silvestri defecisse : in tem- 
poribus autem istis restitutam earn asserunt jKr ipsos, quorum priinus fuit Val- 
desius. (Monota.) 

t Sed olqicis verbum Domini (Matth. xx. 16) : Multi sunt vocati, paiici 
vero clecti ; ubi per vocafos el multos inteUiqis Catholicos, et per paucos eketos in- 
tellujU complices tuos. (Pilichdorff. ) 

t iflaa la part petmaaa prnnae pri tnoti temp en aqutia tmita ta tal il|> abia 
mrupu. ^narci la aanctita be (a elrsea manque poc a pot. ... (IE ena^oi creeen 
que btl temp al cat la eltEOs fo fonca entto a (a fin bet aeete, fa olepea be Dio non 
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she shall not so fail that some holy man be not left on earth, 
or in some country of the earth. . . . O beloved, consider 
that the Moon, though nearly losing her fulness, yet she 
always is substantially the same Moon. And if she is ob- 
scured through some darkness, and does not appear to the 
eyes of men, yet she continues to be the Moon in her sub- 
stance, as we believe; otherwise God every month should 
create a Moon. And the Moon often is a figure of the 
Church.” (The Waldensian MSS. of Cambridge, vol. a, fol. 
237 , 239 , 240 .) 


Catholic Doctkixe on this Point. 

The Church of the New Testament cannot fail, 
either by disappearing, or by remaining concealed 
with a few followers, or by teaching errors against 
the revealed doctrine in relation to faith and mo- 
rals.*^ 


&cfalf)tre mapoi DrI tot que la non $(a totatia attun He li oant ocn Ian tetrao o r 
atcunao rrciono He la terra. ... 2 ) Uariooime, conoiHera tar la luna ja Hia to quil|t 
aia juota Hrnir amen He la ooa planeta, mao emprreo trtaHia es luna. et[|> te 
Htuitia per alcunaa tenebrae e non aprreroa a li olb He li onte , intperto ilb eo totaHia 
luna en (a ooa oubotantta, en agmas no0 crefisen ; Hautra maniera sDio faria luna 
per ebaocun tnc0. . . . la luna a fieura oebrnHieratnent la ctegea. ( Wald^ymian 
MSS.) 


** Till' CntliolirH support tlii« doctrine by 
that saying in Luke (cli. i. t, 32, 33) : “Tlie 
Lonl Uo<I sliall give to him (to our Ue- 
deemer) tlie throne of Uavid hia father, and 
ho shall reign in the house of Jacob forever; 
and of his kingdom there shall bo no end.’* 
And by that revelation naade to Daniel 
(ch. ii. V. 44): “The God of heaven shall 
set up a kingdom that shall never be de- 
stroyed .... and itself shall stand forever.'' 
Besides, by quoting the words of our Saviour 
to Peter (.M.atth. xvi. 18) : "Upon this rock 
I will huild my Church, and the gates of 


hell shall not prevail against it;” and His 
saying to the A|K>stles (i6. sxviii. 20) : “ I 
am with you always, cron to the end of the 
world;” and the authority of St. Paul 
(I Timothy iii. 15): “The House of God, 
the pillar and ground of truth the 
Catludics, on tho strength of these and 
other authorities, conclude that tho Church 
of Go<l on earth cannot fail either by disap- 
pearing and remaining concealed with a few 
followers, or by teaching errors against faith 
or morals. 
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Waldensian Tenet. 

No other prayer is to be said except the 
Lord’s Prayer, &c. 

“ The Waldenses say, that no other prayer is to be said 
except the ‘ Our Father,’ and that all other prayers, which 
are said or read in the Mass, are not of Divine institution, but 
of men, the words of Consecration and the ‘ Our Father’ 
alone excepted.” ( PilichdorfF, ch. xxix.)* 


Catholic Doctrine. 

If the Waldenses mean to say that we are not 
allowed to utter any other prayer in supplicating 
God, except the identical prayer of the “Our Fa- 
ther” and the words of the Consecration at the 
Mass, they are mistaken.*® 


• Dicunt ValJenses nihil aliud orandum esse qttam Pator Nostcr ; et quod 
omnia alia quce dicuntur et leguntur in Af issa non sint Institutionis Divince sed 
humaiue, salts verbis Consecrationis et Pater Noster ejcceplis. (Pilichdorff). 


** Tho CatRolirs admit that the words 
of Consecration and the Lord’s Pmjrer are 
undoubtedly of Divine institution, yet they 
maintain that thence it docs not follow that 
all other prayers are of no use ; and say that 
there are many other prayers besides to be 
very much respected and used, principally 
tlioeo contained in the Liturgies and Rituals 
of the Church, part of which arc transmitted 


to us from the very time of tho Apostles, or 
their first Disciples; as is the case with tho 
tliree famous Liturgies calle<l of St. Peter 
or Missa Romans, of St. Mark or Alcxan- 
drina, and of St. James the cousin of our 
Lord, called of Jerusalem : which last Liturgy 
is quoted (Catech. 6 Mystagogy) hy St, Cyril 
of Jerusalem, who flourish^ the year 350. 
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§ 3 . 


Waldensian Tenet. 

The Holy Scriptures alone are sufficient to 
guide men to Salvation. 

“ We shall first briefly say that the Law of the true God i.s 
by itself sufficient for the salvation of all the human generation, 
and it is a Law of perfect liberty, which it is not right to add 
any thing to, or to take away any thing from, and that there 
is not any kind of good which is not sufficiently comprised 
in the same His Law.” (Waldensian !MSS. Cambridge, vol. d. 
Prol. of Chr. Doctr.)* 

The Waldenses despise all those approved practices of the 
Church, which they do not see written in the Gospel. Omnes 
consuetiulines Ecclenice approbatas, quas in Evayigdio non legunt^ 
contemmmt. (Reinerius Sacco).^® 


* Donca pruiriercmmt nos tircn breomcnt coma la lop tiel bmp Oio t 
baap borne Xi per si sola es suficiem a la salu be tota la cenriacion bmnana, 
c rs plus bieo e plus tomuna e plus leoiera a complir, e es lep be perfects librcta, a 
la qual non brsoona aiogriec ni metmar alcuna cosa, e non es alcuna cosa be ben la 
qiul non sia suficientment enclusa en aquelta mrsepma soa lep. (Wahlen»ifin 
MSS.) 


** The W itIdcDSct, as irc-II as the old Mnxi- 
mi!i and the PeLagians, grounded this tenet 
on the following passages (Deot. ir. 2): “ You 
f>li dl not add to the word that I speak to 
you, neither shall you take away from it 
(.Matth. XT. 6): '‘And you hare made void 


the commandment of God for the sake of 
your traditions;" and (Coloss. ii. 8): “Be- 
ware, lest any man cheat you by philosophy 
and rain deceit, according to the tradition 
of men." 
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Catholic Doctrine on this Subject. 

Besides the Holy Scriptures, the Traditions of the 
Church are to be admitted, without which both the 
existence and the meaning of the Holy Scriptures 
would be uncertain, and many things necessary to 
salvation would be defective.^^ 


” The Catholics quote the niithority of 
St. Paul, cominamling (2 Thesa. ii. 14) to 
keep tJio Tnulitions riTeive<l either by woril 
or by nriting : “ Brethren, stand fa.it and 
hold the Traditions trhich you haYoh-amed, 
whether by woitl or by our Kpisllc.” And 
with St Basil (who flourisheil the year 350), 
they are pcrsundcil that, “The dogmas which 
are hehl and preached in the Church are de- 
rive<l partly from the written Doctrine, and 
partly from the Ai>oatolical Tradition mys- 
teriously brought to us, and that both hare 
the same claim on our pious resin-ct.” (Juit 
vtraque eamdem ad pietatem vim habent. 
And conclude by saying that, without ad- 
mitting the Tradition of the Church, wo 


could not be certain that the Holy Scriptures 
contain the iinadultcraterl Word of Uo<l, nor 
of their real nu-nning, neither of the articles 
of the Creed, and of many dogmas and prac- 
tices of our Christian belief, which arc either 
expluinetl or detiued simply through Tradi- 
tion. 

In relation to the passages quoted above 
(notc4C). the (^thnlics observe that the Krst 
passage has rchition simply to the legal and 
cereinoiiial oliservances of the Jews : that the 
second tells against the deceitful traditions 
of the chlem opposed to the law of Go<l ; and 
that the third condemns the assertions of 
the Gentiles in oppositiou to the Christian 
religion. 
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Waldensian Tenet. 

The Blessings and Consecrations practised in the 
Church do not confer any particular sanctity 
upon the things or persons blessed or conse- 
crated. 

“ The Waldenses equally condemn the consecration of the 
vestments of the Priests, of water, salt, ashes, candles, palms, 
food ; and also the consecration of Bishops, Priests, churches, 
altars, cemeteries, baptismal water, unctions with chrism 
and oil, &c. ; saying that the objects thus consecrated do not 
receive any particular sanctity from those words, though 
the words by themselves are holy and good.” (Pilichdorff, 

ch. XXIX.)* 


* lii'jnvfHint VaUltnses hceretid consecrations vestium Sacertlotnlium, aqtuc, 
satis, cinerum, catuUlarum, jMtmarum, ciborum et eiiam consecrutiones Episcopo- 
rvm, Sacerdotum, EccUsiarum, Altarium, Caemeteriorum, aqno! Jiaptistnalis, Chris- 
matis el Olii Unctiones etc. ; dicentes, res ittas talitcr consecratas nihil omnino 
sinfftdetris stmclilatis ex illis verbis percijyere, licet verba in se sancia sinl et bona. 
(Pilichdorff.) 


OF 


TUE WALDEXSES. 


107 


Catholic Doctrine. 

To say that the blessings and consecrations used 
in the Church do not confer any particular sanctity, 
is to deny the most clear authority both of Scrip- 
ture and of Tradition.** 


** Tho Catholica confirm their doctrine 
with tho authority, of Exodus (ch. 
xxix. 21): “And when thou (Moses) bast 
taken of the blood that is upon tho altar, and 
of tho oil of unction, tliou shalt sprinkle 
Aaron and his vesture, his sons ami tlieir 
restmenta ; and ailor they and their veet- 
ments arc consocratod.” And (chap. xl. v. 9, 
et »eqq .) : “ Thou slinlt take the oil of unction 
and anoint the tAbcmaele with its vessels, 
that they may be sanctified .... Thou shalt 
consecrate all with the oil of unction, that 
they may bo most holy.” ‘indly, Further, 
with tho fact reUted in the Acts of tho 
Apostles (viii. 17): “Then they t Peter and 
John) laid their hands upon them, and they 
(the newly baptized) receive*! the llolyQ host.” 
And again (ib. xix. 6): “And when Saul 
impose<l his hands upon them, tho Holy 
Ghost camo upon them.” And* with the 


expression of St. Paul (2 Timothy i. 6): “ I 
admonish thee that thou stir up the grace 
of God which is in thee by the imposition of 
my hands.” Equally with the same, St. 
Paul (1 Timothy iv. 4, 5): " Every creature of 
God is good, and nothing is to be rejected 
that is receive*! with tlianksgiving ; for it is 
sanctifie*! by tlio words of G*^ and prayers.” 
And with St. James (v. 14, 16): “ !s any 
man sick among you ? Let him bring in tJie 
Priests of tho Church, and let them pray 
over him, anointing him with oi! in the name 
of tlio Lord, and tho prayer of faith shall 
save the sick man.” 3r*//y, With tho Liturgy 
of the Church, and the sayings of tho 
Fathers of the first centuries of Christianity. 
St. Cyrillus, Catech. iii ; St. Cyprian, Ep. xii. 
lib. i.; St. Augustin in Julian, lib. vi. cap. viii.; 
St. Basil do Sp. S. cap. xxvii., &c. 
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% 5 . 

Waldensian Tenet. 

The Catholic Priests, being all bad, have no autho- 
rity; and the Pope of Rome is the chief of all 
heresiarchs. 

“ The Waldenses are against the Church of Rome and 
the Sovereign Pontiff, and against all Prelates. (Reinerius 
Sacco).* 

“ They say that the Pope is the chief of the heresiarchs.” 
(Pilichdorff, ch. xvi).f 

“ They state openly that no subjection is due to Priests, 
nor to the same Sovereign Pontiff, because, being wicked 
and not imitating the life of the Apostles, they do not 
possess any Divine authority, and that in consequence they 
have no power to absolve from sins.” (Arch. Seyssell, 
sheet VII. 


* Vnliletises eunt contra EccUsiam Romanam et Summum rontijicem et omnts 
Prcelaios. ( Sacco. ) 

t Dicunt Papam esse caput hceres'iarchantm. (Pilich.) 

I Sacerdotibus minime paremlutn esse praediamt, ne Summo Pontifid qui- 
dem; quippe qui, eo quod mnli sunt nec Apostolorum vitam imitantur, nulhm 
habent a Deo auctoritatem. Dimittendorum peccatorum ntdlam Sacerdotes nostros 
potestatem habere. (Soysscll.) 
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Catholic Doctrine. 

The authority of the consecrated Ministers of re- 
ligion depends upon their ordination and the insti- 
tution of our Lord, and not upon their behaviour as 
men : and the Pope of Rome is the successor of 
St. -Peter, and the visible chief and ruler of the 
Universal Church.** 


** The Catholics argue that, as the per- 
sonal goodness of a lawman docs not confer 
on him tlie character of the Priesthood, so 
the personal wickedness of a particular Priest, 
though bringing condemnation to himself, 
yet docs not take away from him tho 
authority of his office: that, if tho Waldcn- 
sian opinion were admitte<l, no one could bo 
certain eren to hare been regcncrate<l through 
Baptism. About the name of lluresiarch 
given to the Roman Pontiff, also in the 
Walilensian MSS. ; on the ground of the 
Tradition of the Church, reported by Ter- 
tullinn (“ De PrB>script.”), Origen (apiid 
“ Kiiseb. Histor.” lih. iii. cap. 3), Saint 
Athanasius (“ Dc fuga sua,” and in “ Ep. ad 
Feliccm Papam"), Cyprian (“Do Unit. 
Eccl.” and lib. i. Ep. viii. ad Plebem), 
Jerome (“ Ep. li. ad l>ama.sum ”), Ambrose 
(in cap. iii. ad Tim.), Chrysostom (“ Ep. ad 
Innocent. Papam ”), Augustin (*‘ Ep. contra 
Msnicb. cap. ziv.,” and “ Ep. clii. ad 
Donat.”); and princi{>ally by Ircncus (Ad- 


rtrsua hetreatt, lib. iii. cap. 1 et 3); the 
Catholics profess tho contrary : and in ac- 
conlance with the General Council of Florence, 
held with tho concurrence of the Eastern 
Church, the year 1439, under Eugenius IV. 
they maintain tlukt tho Pope of Rome is the 
Chief and Primate of the Church all through 
the world ; that he is the successor of Peter and 
the Vicar of Christ, with all power of feeding, 
ruling, and governing tho Universal Cliurch, 
&c. (“Concil.” tom. xsxii., Parisiis, 1644). 
Vefinimus aanctam Apottoliram Sedem et 
Jiomanum Pontifieem, in universum orbem 
tenere primatum, et iprum Pontifieem lio- 
manum succeaaorem ease beati Petri prinri- 
pia Apostolorum et verum Christi Vicanum, 
totiuaque Ecdeaiae caput, et omnium Chria- 
lianorum patrem et doctorem ejeiatere ; et ipai 
in beat o Petro paacendi,regendi et gubernandi 
universalem Ecdeaiam a Domino nostro Jeau 
Christo plenam poteatatrm traditam ease: 
quemadmodum etiam in geatis (Ecumenicorum 
ConcUiorum, et aacria canonibua continetur. 
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Waluensian Tenet. 

Everybody has the right to preach publicly the 

word of God. 

“ The Waldenses say that the preaching of the Word of 
God is freely allowed to everj'body.” (^d^neas Sylvius.)* 

“ They all preach indiscriminately, and without any dis- 
tinction of condition, age or sex.” (Bernard Abbot Fontis 
Calidi.)f 


Catholic Doctrine. 

The public preaching of the Word of God is not 
allowed to persons not duly authorized by the 
Church ; and it is forbidden to women by St. Paul." 


• Dicuni Valdensea liberam atiqne prmjHcationem verb! Dei patere. (i^ncas 
Sylvius.) 

-f Pnedicant onmes passim et sine delechi condiHonis, cetatis et sexus, (Abbas 
Fontis Calidi.) 


The Catbolioa, with Bernard, Abbot of 
Chaudo Fountain, a contemporary of Peter 
Waldensis, obaerre, that the Apoetlce did 
not preach of their own authority, but they 
were lent by our Lord : and that St. Paul 
(Rom. X.) clearly said, that no body is 
flowed to preach unless he be sent by the 
Icfdtimate Prelates of the Church ; respect- 
ing whom he says (ad Hcbr. xiii.), "Obey 


your Prelates and be subject to them.” 
And the same Apostle speaks of the women 
thus (1 Cor. xiv.) : “ Lot women keep silence 
in the Churches .... for it is a shame fora 
woman to speak in the Church.” They ob- 
sorro besides with St. Peter (Epb. ch. i.), 
that “ No prophecy of Scripture is made by 
private interpretation, for the holy men of 
Ood spoke inspired by the Holy Ghost.” 
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§ 7 . 

Waldensian Tenet. 

Every person living, according to the precepts of the 
Apostles, has authority to hear Confessions. 

“ The Waldenses say that all Christians, without any dis- 
tinction, have authority to hear Confessions, provided that 
they live in accordance with the precepts of the Apostles.” 
(Arch. Seyssell.)*®^ 


Catholic Doctbine. 

Nobody has authority to hear Sacramental Con- 
fessions or give Absolution of Sins, except Priests 
who possess lawful jurisdiction." 


* Diamt Valdenses, Confessionum audiendarum auctoritatan Christianis 
passim omnibus, qui seaindum Apostolorum pracepta ambulant, esse concessam. 
(Seyssoll.) 


” This Waldensian tenet was probably 
founded on that passage of St. James 
(t. U, 16): “Confess therefore your sins 
one to another, and pray for one another.” 
*’ The Catholics say, that if the nbore- 
mentioned passage of St. James applies to 
the Sacramental Confession, it is to Im under- 


stood as relating only to the Priests of the 
Church mentioned a little before by the same 
Apostle; and they add, that the power of 
forgiring sins was giren by our Loid, not to 
all his disciples, but to the Apostles, and in 
their persons to their legitimate successors 
only. 
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§ s. 


Waldensian Tenet. 

Every Oath is a mortal sin. 

« 

“ The Waldenses also say that every oath, although taken 
in a court of justice and with truth, is a sin, and to be con- 
demned.” (PilichdorfF.)* 

“ It is another error that they say that every oath is a 
mortal sin.” (Sey8sell.)f “ 

Catholic Doctrine. 

Oaths taken with due deliberation and in the 
interest of truth and justice, are praiseworthy, in 
accordance with Jeremiah (ch. iv.): “Thou shalt 
swear, as the Lord liveth, in truth and in judgment 
and in justice.”** 


* Item dicunt V(ddcnsts quod omne juramcntuin, qttantumcumque judicialiter 
et veridict factum, sit pccc<ttum et reprob<itum. (Pilichdorff.) 

t Alius error quo dicunt omne jurumentum esse peccatum mortale. (Arch, 
Seyssell.) 


This opinion of tho Waldenscs is 
foundc<l on that saying of our Lord (Matdi. 
T.) ; “ But I say to you, Swear not at all 
... let your speech be yea, yea, nay, nay, 
and whatsocrer is more than this, comctli 
of evil.” 

^ The Catholics understand this expres- 
sion of our Ix>rtl in this sense only, that wo 
are not allowed to swear rashly and impru- 
dently; and that our taking oaths by tho 
name of Qud is also blamcablo, when it is to 
a falsehood, or without duo consideration, or 
for an unjust cause. But at the same time, 
the Catholics maintain that it is a mistake to 


say that every oath is absolutely and uncon- 
ditionally forbidden. Because St. Paul says 
(Hob. vi.), that “ An oath tor conhrraation 
is the end of all . . . controversy.” And the 
same A]K>stIo swore saying (ad Rom. i.), 
” Go<l is my witness, whom I serve.” -And 
not only tho angel in the Apocalypse (ch. 
X. 0), " Swore by Him that liveth forever and 
ever ;” but also our Lonl often swears in the 
Gospels. And in Deuteronomy (ch. vi.), is 
thus prescribed: " Thou sh.ilt fear the I^rd 
thy God . . . and thou sludt swear by his 
name.” 
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9 . 


Waldensian Tenet. 

Every lie is a mortal sin. 

“ Another error of the Wuldenses is their saying that every 
lie is a mortal sin.” (Arch. Seyssell).*®® 


Catholic Doctrine. 

Though every lie is a fault, yet there are lies 
which do not make men guilty of a mortal sin.“ 


* Alim error qxio Valtlenses asseruni, omne inendnciiim esse peccatum mor- 
Ude . (Arch. .Soyssell.) 


** The source of this opinion may bo 
trac<-<l to the following passages understood 
by them in an absolute sense : “ Tho mouth 
that lieth killeth tho soul” (Wis<ion) i. 11); 
and, *' Lving lips arc an abomination to the 
Lord”(Pror. xii. Tl). 

’* Tho Catholics understand tho Scriptural 
passages above quoted with some limitation, 
not to follow into an absurtlity If they be 
taken unconditionally. For instance, it 
being written : “ Every man is a liar,” on 
the supposition that every lie is a mortal sin. 


it would follow that every man is an enemy 
of Go»l, deserving everlasting perdition ; as 
it is also written that (lo<l will send into 
perdition all those who speak lies. And 
they quote untrue assertions made by Joseph 
the Patriarch, by the Jewish niidwives, by 
Judith, &c. &c. And on the consideration 
that these persens are not condemned by 
tho Bible as guilty of n mortal sin on that 
account, tho Catholics conclude that this 
Waldensian opinion is untenable. 


I 


lU 


TUE RE L TO 10 US DOCTRINES 


% 10 . 

\y A LI) KXS I A X 'J' KNET , 

Purgatory is a dream, an invention of the sixth 

century. 

“ Tliereforc the Scrij)ture says, and we must believe it, 

That all the men of the world will go through two roads : 

The good will go into glory, the wicked to torments.” 

(La Nohla Leygon )• 

“ As there is not any express mention of such place as 
Purgatory in any passage of the Law, nor have the Apostles 
left to us any express instruction about it, nor has the 
primitive Church, acting in accordance with the Gospel, left 
to us any order or command about the same ; and only after 
the year of our Lord five hundred and fifty-eight Pope 
Pelagius gave an order that a commemoration for the dead 
should be made in the Mass ; it remains that there is not 
any obligation to believe as an article of faith that after this 
life there is such a place as Purgatory'.” (Ho (^tlCQiatori 0Oiina. 
The dream of the Purgatory. Waldensian Treatise).f 

“In this article of Purgatory the Barbas of the Waldenses 
go astray very much, because they say that the departed 
souls are immediately either brought to eternal joy or 


• ifia I'tatrlptuta Di c nos trrprf lo beten 
0ur tutt II borne be! mom pet bui ebamin teturn, 

Hi bon prrn en eioria, It fellon in loimrnt. 

( NfihUi Lfiy^on.) 

t (Horn rn alcun luoc en la le^ non faja alcuna spreia mention b’aital luoc be 
li?uicatoti» ni li 9poo(ol an laisoa a noo alcun apteo enoeienament, ni la eleiaa 
ptimittba conbeteant oeconb I| (Sbangeli . . . non an li ota (belibetcb) a nos alcuna 
cosa per otbenament ne pet commanbament ; ma IPelaai IPapa en aptes li an bel 
fi)eicnor cinq tens ec cinquanta buitt Bt lecis lu^ abet orbena, que en la messa se 
apa recotbania be li mort, la testa que la non es be necessita cteire anaima article 
be JFe, eosa aital luoc be IPuraatori en aptes a questa bita. ( Ijo Twyntori fohna. 
M'n/t/etwirtw Tfcaiite.) 
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plunged into everlasting torments ; and ” that Purgatory 
is a fiction invented by the avarice of the Clergy." (Arch. 
Seyssell).* 


Catholic Doctrink. 

The existence of Purgatory has been always be- 
lieved in the Church of God, and it is an article of 
Christian faith.” 


• In hof: articiih (tie Purgatorh) VtdtlfiisfUiH Hurba-. afieiTunt tmurhne . . . 
munt eiiiin defunctorum anhnns iid tela’na iv/ fjnudin vd .vipfdwut . . . wuJ'fjitim 
reci/ti, eecUdfmticoi»/iie viros cttpuUuUe ej-cwculos Piir</alf>fiitin confU'is.<e. (Arch. 
SoyssoH.) 


*’ While belioing with the Church that 
there are only two eternal placoa, the one 
prepared for the friend*, the other for the 
enemies of Go<l, heaven and hdl ; tlra 
Catlralies hold witli the same Church that 
there is a third place in the next world, called 
Purgatory, where all persons, who die in the 
grace of Uod, but not having yet made suf* 
freient penance for their sins alroarly pardoncl 
in relation to their guilt, are sent to Is' 
punishetl, till they, having perfectly satisfied 
the justice of God, are admitted to heaven. 

“ As to the assertions, that “ No such 
place as Purgatory has been known in the 
primitivo Church,” the Catholics, besides 
mentioning some pnss.nges of Ht. Alatth. 
(chap, xii.), and of St, Paul (1 Cor. chap. iii. 
&c.), quote the twellth chapter of the second 
book of the Maccabees. Tho first and the 
second book of this name arc acknowlerlged ns 
Canonical by the Catholic Cliiirch, though they 
are not in the Canon of the .lews, as it wn-s 
written under Ksdras, namely, long before the 
existenceofthe Maecal,ce8. Now we read there 
that “Judas making a gathering, sent twelve 
thousand drachmas of silver to Jeni.salem for 
sacrifices to be offered for the sins of the 
dead.” And that, “ It is therefore a holy 
and wholesome thought to pray fur the dea<l, 
that they may be loosed from sins.” Upon 
which passage f't. Augustin thu.s renvirks 
(“ De cur* pro Mortuis,” cap. i.): “ We reail 
in the bonks of the Maccabees, that a .sacri- 
fice was offered for tho dead. Yet though 
nothing of the kind could be read in the old 
Scriptures, not light is the authority of tho 
Universal Church, which iso|>enly famous for 
this practice ; where tho commemoration for 
the dead has its place amongst the pnyers 


of tho Priests, which are offered to our Lord 
at his .iltar.” In Marruhitfirtim libri» Ifyinum 
olAalum pro mortuis sacrificium. Srd, etsi 
numipwm in Scripturis veterilms omniito 
leyerttur, non pnura cst Univtrsa EccUin<t, 
tpue in hue ronsnetuilinr. ciiiret auctoritas ; 
uhi in prrrihu.K Sarrrdotis, qutf Domino Deo 
aii eiiis altarc funduntur, locum hahet rtiam 
rommenddlio mortuonim. The Catholics 
quote besides (he old Liturgies and n great 
numln^r of Fathers of the Church, some of 
whom floiirisherl in tho very first centuries of 
Christianity, and nil previous to the time of 
the Popes Pciagius and Gregory the Great. 
They are all siKstking of tlH? suffrages for 
the souls of tlie dead, they mention the 
purging fire, and some of them expressly say, 
that this belief has been taught hy the 
Apostles (sec Tertull. “ De corona Mditis,” 
cap. iii.; Origen, “Horn. 12 in llierem;" 
St. Cyrill of Jems'". “ C.atcch. 8 Mystag. ante 
roofliiim;” St. Cyprian, Kp. Ixvi., and very 
oilen St. Augustin. I will only quote St, 
Chrysostom (Horn. ii. in Ep*". nd Philip.), 
“ It is not without reason, that by thc.\postles 
it has been ptt'seribod that, during the cele- 
bration of the venerable mysteries, a com- 
memoration be made of those who departed 
from us. The Apostles knew that thence 
they should obtain a great emolument, a 
great advantage . . . How should we not 
appease God by praying for them." Aon 
fmstra ah Apostdis sancitum, ut in crlrltra- 
tione venerandomm Mysteriorum memoria 
fiat eorum qui hinc dormierunt. A’orenint, 
illia multum hinc emuiumrntum fieri, multurn 
utilitatia .... Quomodo Drum non jdacare- 
mua pro iatia orantea? 
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§ n. 

Waldensian Tenet. 

The Indulgences of the Church are an invention 
of covetous Priests. 

“ The Waldenses equally condemn the Indulgences of 
the Prelates of the Church.” (Pilichdorfl’) .♦ 

“ They affirm that Indulgences are an invention of bad 
Priests, in order to extort money from the ignorant.” (Arch. 
Seyssell).f 


Catholic Doctrine. 

The power of granting Indulgences is not derived 
from any invention of man, but from the authority 
given by our Lord to the Church.*® 


• Itan ri'probant Viildeiises Indtihjenti/is IValatorum Ecclmce. (Pilich- 
dorff.) 

t affirmant . . . Indulf/entias esse inventus a pst'udnsacmlotihus ad 
extorquendas ah imperitis pecunias. (Arch. Seysscll.) 


The Wahlcnscs enjoy the reputation of 
having made the Hmt attack upon Indul- 
gences. WickliiT, Iluas, Luther, Melancthon, 
and principally Calvin, distinguished tliem- 
^ selves by dwelling on the same doctrine ; but 
wo do not know of any body of reforniors 
who had taken their stand against Indul- 
gences before the Waldenses. Pilichdorff 
(ch. XXX.) admits that the Waldenses and 
many Catholics of his time doubted about 
tho value of Indulgences by reason of the 
indiscreet promises of the collectors of alms ; 
Hoc facit indiacreta pronunciatio quaatuo- 
tontm Sacerdotum, qui indifferenter omnibus 
hominibus hoc et illud Jaaentibus Indul- 
gentias promittunt. However, the same 
author adds that those assertions and pro- 
mises were made against the intention oi the 
Pope and of the Prelates of the Church, 
who <lo not grant Indulgences to every bo<ly, 
but only to those who are truly penitent, 
who confess and are contrite : Et hoc non 
est in menfe Domini Pap<t et (diorum Pr<r- 
latorum, qui non dant ens nisi t'ere pceniUn- 


libus et confessia et contrilia. 

^ The Catholic doctrine about Indulgences 
is this, that when our I/ord mid to His 
Apostles (Mattli. xviii.) : “ Whatsoever you 
shall . . . loose upon earth shall be loosed 
also in heaven;” He gave to tho first Pre- 
lates of tho Church the power of remitting to 
tho penitent man, under some conditions, tho 
temporal penalties due for the sins alreaily 
pardoned in relation to their guilt, but not 
yet atoned by the nt'cessary satisfaction to 
tho justice of God. And beginning with the 
pardon given by St. Paul to the penitont 
man of Corinth (2 Cor. ii.), ami continuing 
with the pardon grantc<l by the Church to 
repentant sinners, at the rc<|ucst and through 
the iutercession of those who ha<l suffered or 
wore suffering for their faith ; the Catholics 
conclude by quoting Indulgences granted 
from ancient times to those who visited on 
some stated days, particular Churches or 
holy places, or pcrformcil some prescribed 
pious works, centuries and centuries before 
the Waldenses rose against them. 
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§ 

Waldexsian Tenet. 

There is no obligation to fast, nor to keep holy 
any day, Sunday excepted. 

“ Another error of the Waldenses is to reprove religious 
abstinence.” (Arch. Seyssell, sheet lxxiii.).* 

“ No day is to be kept holy, except Sunday.” (Eneas 
Sylvius, “Hist. Hohein.”)f 

Remarks: To fast and to keep holy some particular days 
in the week are laws of the Church. Therefore the united 
assertions of the Waldenses may be considered as corollaries 
to that tenet, in which they maintained that the Prelates of 
the Church, being all wicked, have no authority, and that in 
consequence their precepts are not binding. Yet the Wal- 
denses did not condemn voluntary mortifications, &c. as we 
have seen before. 


Catholic Doctrine. 

All Christians are obliged to keep holy, not only 
the Sundays, but also all other particular days 
appointed by the authority of the Church ; and to 
fast and abstain on some other days, according to 
the ordinances of the same Church, if there is no 
good reason to be exempted. There may be quoted 
here St. Augustin, (“Ad Januarium,” Epis. 118. 2), 
saying, that St. Ambrose told him thus : “ When I 
go to Rome I fast on the Sabbath day, when I am 
here (in Milan) I do not fast. You do the same. 
Keep the custom of the Church of that place in 
which you are.” Cum Romam venio jejuno Sabbato, quurn 
hie sum non jejimo. Sic etiam tu, ad quam forte Ecclesiam 
veneris, ejus morem serva. 


* Alius error Valdensiuin quo improhunt jejuim. (Arch. Seyssell.) 
+ Xulld lUe (tb upere cessainluiii, uisi Dominicu, (Enens Sylvius). 
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Waldensiax Tenet. 

The Invocation of Saints cannot be admitted. 

“ Now, it is to be said of the Invoeatiou of Saints, which 
(the Catholics) publish as it were an article of faith, saying 
that the Saints existing in heaven are to be prayed to by us 
who live. . . . And this does not appear worthy of belief.” 
(Waldensian Treatise).* 

“ They hold that the blessed Virgin Mary and the Saints 
of heaven are not to be invoked by us, because they cannot 
pray for us. . . . They do not say the ‘ Hail Mary.’ ” (Pilich- 
dorfF).t 

“ They say that mortals are not in need of their interces- 
sion, Christ alone being more than sufficient to do everything 
for us all ; and the Saints absorbed in the delights of their 
felicity do not know what is pa.ssing here below ” ( Arch. 
Seys.sell).+ 


* 9ra rs a Hire Dr Cintotation Hr li eanct, la qual publican coma pn article 
Hr fr, Hioent qur li oanct rriotent m la patria cdrotial non H’roort preqa Ha non 
Himt. . . . Ct af|o non re Diet teea Hr crepre. ( TreniUe.) 

t Tcnent JJeataia Vin/iiicm tt ,'i(tnctos in potria non tssc invocandos a nobis, 
quin non i>ossun( orare pro nobis . . . Non dicunt ‘ Are Moriu' (Pilichdorff.) 

J Dicunt Sttnetorum . . . stijfra/jio tnortales non indigere, Christo omnibus 
(id omnia nbunde sufficiente. , . . Et Sanctos ea qioe in smcido Jiunt ignorare, tanta 
fdicitalis illius amfrnitate capti. (Arch. Soysaell.) 
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Catholic Doctkine. 

It is good and useful to have recourse to the 
intercession of Saints, and all persons who con- 
demn this practice are out of the pale of the 
Church. 


The Catholic teaching on the inrocation 
of Saints is not prcciselv that expressed by 
the quoted Waldensian tenet. The defini- 
tion of the Church docs not say that the 
Saints of hearen art to be prayed to by us ; 
as though any Christian, who does not pray 
through the Saints, were a trespasser against 
the prescription of the Church. She only 
says that the inrocation of Saints is good and 
useful in accordance with the Tradition and 
the written doctrine of the Old and New 
Tcetamont. The condemnation, therefore, of 
the Catholic Church is only against those 


who say that the Saints arc not to bo in- 
voked; that they do not pray for us; that 
their inrocation is an idolatry against the 
Word of Ood, and against our only Mediator 
Jesus Christ. &c. (sec Council of Trent, sess. 
2.5, Dtrr. dr inrinatinne, vtnrrationt, ^c. 
Sanctor.) The Catholics, while invoking the 
Angels and S.iints, and Mary the mother of 
Christ, do not mean any thing else than to 
hare them as intercessors with our Lord, 
from whom alone every good gift and grace 
comes upon men. 
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§ 14 . 


Waldensian Tenet. 

Every honour given in the Church to the holy 
images or paintings, and to the relics of Saints 
is to be abolished. 

“ The Antichrist makes the people idolaters : he deceit- 
fully causes them to serve the idols of all the world under 
the name of Saints and of relics. ... He causes the wor- 
ship of Latria, due only to God, to be given to men, male 
and female Saints parted from this world, and to their images, 
noisome corpses, relics.” (Waldensian Treatise on the Anti- 
christ. )*“ 

“ The AValdenses say that the Images and Pictures are to 
be abolished.” (Rcincrius Sacco. )f 

“ They say that Christians arc idolaters by reason of 
Images and the Cross,” (Pilichdorfi'.)J 


* Ho anrtct)Ti0t fa iDoIotn lo pobft, antic frautolmtecnmt a IO0 itoloa tr 
tot lo mont oot It sane rt a las celiquiaB. ... Da latria a fi bomf eantt 0 eanctaa 
trapaooa t'aqurot tnont, as a laa imagrnao tt (or, eala0, tcliquiaa. (Waldensian 
Treatise “de Antichrist.”) 

t Imoffinfs et Picturas (Ucunt esse abolendas. (Reinerius Sacco.) 

J Dicunt Christianos esse idololatros proj>ter Imagines et Signum Crucifixi. 
(Pilichdorff.) 


** Some groiiml for this Waldcn.sian tenet 
is to be found in Deuteronomy (ch. v.), and 
in Exo<lua (cb. zx ), where it isaaid: “Thou 
shalt not make to thyself a graven tiling, nor 
tlic likeness of any things that arc in heaven 


above, or that arc in the earth beneath, or 
that abide in the water under the earth. 
Thou shnit not adore them, and thou shalt 
not servo them. For I am the Lord thy 
(iod, a jealous God.” 
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Catholic Doctrine. 

The religious honour given in the Church to holy 
images and paintings, and to the relics of Saints, 
is in accordance with the revelation of the Bible 
and ancient Tradition, and has nothing to do with 
idolatry.® 


** Tho Catholics understand the qiiottsl 
paMajro not as forhiddin); us to make any 
Hguros or ]>aintini;s, or givinft any kind of 
shonniir to them, but ns simply and solely 
forbidilin^ the making of fiKurcs or painting 
of any tliinj; in order to adore them as idols 
and (tods. They quote, besides, many other 
passages of the same Rible, in trliich the 
figures which Go«l ordere<l Moses and David 
to make, and place in the sanctuary in the 
middle Temple, &c, are mentioned. Tho 
same Catholics confirm their int<‘rpretation 
by saying that, if a different exph-ination be 
given to the quotesl passage. It would imply 
an open contradiction between tho two 
orders issued by tho samo Almighty Uod. 


Further, explaining the (Iroek word 
“ Aarfua,"* as meaning the supreme highest 
religious honour due to Gust alone, princip.vlly 
by the offering of sacrifices ; and staling that 
in the Catholic Church no sacrilico is offered 
to Mary tho Mother of Go<l, nor to any 
Angel or Saint, or to any painting or figuro of 
Saints; but only to God alone, and that the 
Sainta arc simply honourc<l as friends and 
servants of God, and their figures and relics 
as objects relating to the servants and friends 
of God ; the same Catholics disclaim any 
participation with idolatrv', orwith idolatrous 
superstitions (see St. .\ugustln “ Contra 
Faiistum,” -lib. v. cap. xix, and lib. xxir. 
cap. V.). 
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15 . 


OxV TWO TENETS UELATING TO LaY MAGISTRATES, 

AND TO THE PRECEPT, NOT TO KiLL. 

Eneas Sylvius (l. c.) assures us that the Waldenses 
held, that “ A lay magistrate, if wicked and guilty of a 
mortal sin, does not possess any authority, and that he 
then is not to be obeyed.”* And Archbishop Seyssell 
states, that “ They affirmed generally that to kill a man is 
a mortal sin.”! Nevertheless, it does not seem that these 
two tenets can be put in the roll of their unchanged religious 
opinions. Because they at any rate retracted the former 
before the middle of the sixteenth century, when they pro- 
fessed “ To acknowledge the Princes of the earth.” And 
in relation to the latter, the same Archbishop Seyssell re- 
marks, that “The Waldenses of his time did not hold it 
imconditionally, but made some exception, for instance, 
when a man is executed in accordance with the laAvs of 
justice, for public vengeance,” &c. 


* Qui mortalis cidpae reus sU, eum neque Stteculari neque Ecclesiastica diy- 
nitute pollere, neque parerulum ei. (Eneas Sylvius.) 

t Omne homcuUum inoriale peccotum esse affirmant. (Seyssell.) 
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Catholic Doctrine. 

Every legitimate magistrate is to be obeyed as 
far as concerns his lawful authority, as St. Paul 
says (Rom. xiii. 2), that “ He that resisteth the 
power, resisteth the ordinance of God; and they 
that resist purchase to themselves damnation.” 
And with St. Peter (1 Eph. ii.) they repeat ; “Fear 
God. Honour the King. Servants be subject to 
your masters with all fear, not only to the good 
and gentle, but also to the froward.” 

In relation to the precept, Not to kill, the Catholics, 
whilst maintaining that every wilful murder and suicide is 
a mortal sin ; at the same time admit that there are instances 
in which the destruction of man’s life is not to be accounted 
to be a sin : as "when a criminal deserving capital punishment 
is condemned and put to death ; when soldiers are fighting 
and killing in time of lawful war; and also when it happens 
that a man occasionally kills another in self-defence, or 
through some innocent mistake, &c. Therefore, if the 
Waldenses admitted alike exceptions, there could not have 
been any disagreement on this point between them and the 
Catholics. 
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Section IV. 

RELIGIOUS TENETS ADOPTED AT A LATER PERIOD BY THE 
BOHEMIAN WALDENSES BEFORE THE TIME OF LUTHER AND 
CALVIN. 

FTER having related the principal tenets of the 
ancient Waldenscs, I A^ill noAv quote some of the 
articles contained in that Waldensian confession 
of faith, which their Bohemian brethren sent to Wladislaus, 
King of Hungary, in the year 1508 (“ Rerum Bohem. An- 
tiqui Scriptores,” by Freher. Hanoviue, 1602). As I under- 
took to mention the religious doctrines held by the Waldenses 
before the time of Luther and Calvin, I feel myself obliged 
to say something on the said confession of faith, on accoimt 
of its having been written before the time of the said 
reformers. 

In the fourteenth century John WicklifF rose in Eng- 
land, and in the following century John IIuss in Bohemia. 
These two followed the Waldenses in nearly all their tenets 
enumerated in our last section, and on this ground WicklifF 
and Huss might be styled Waldensian disciples, though 
they added' many more articles of their own, at variance 
with the universal Church. Thence it naturally happened 
that the Bohemian Waldenscs, though in some way their 
masters, in other points followed the novelties of their 
disciples. 
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§ 1 . 


THE TEXET OF THE BOHEMIAN WAEDENSES OX 
AUKICULAR CONFESSION. 

“The Bohemian Waldenses held that Auricular 
Confession is useless, and that it is enough to con- 
fess our sins to God.” (Eneas Sylvius, “ Bohem. 
Hist.”*'’^ 


Catholic Doctuixe. 

There is an obligation imposed by our Lord upon 
Christians to confess their grievous sins to the 
authorized priests.*'' 


* Atirk'iilarem Coiijeitsionein mtfjarem esse; sufficere sua quemqtie Deo con- 
fiteri jyeccata. (Eneas Sylvius, l. c.) 


** The reJiHon generally alleged against 
Auricular Confeasion is chiefly this, that God 
alone knoirs men’s hearts, and lie alouo 
forgives the repentant sinners. 

“ The Catholics, on the authority of the 
Gospels understood in accordance with the 
old Tradition of the Church, hold that 
Auricular Confession of sins is commanded to 
Christians by our Lord with Ills positito 
precept, when Ho said (John xx. 23): 
“ whoso sins you shall forgive, they are for- 
given them, .and whose sins you shall retain, 
they arc retained.” And in support of this 
doctrine, they quote the Acts of the Apostles 
(xix. 18), St. James (v. 15), Origen 
(“ Horn. 2 in Levit. ad Horn. 2 in Ps. 37”), 
St. Cyrian (“ De Ijtpsis"),' St. Gregory 
of Nyssa (“ Adrersus cos qui conversione in- 


digent."), St. Basil (in “ Keg. Brev.” 288), 
St. Augustin (Horn, 49, ex lib. 50 Hnmil.), 
St. Lt “0 the Great (Ep. 91, ad “ Theoil. 
Kpisc."), &c. &c. And in relation tp the 
Decree of the General Council of Lateran, 
under Innocent HI., in the year 1216, 
obliging every adult Christian to confess his 
sins to the lawful Priest at least once a 
year; the Catholics remark that it was not 
a law est-iblishing Auricular Confession for 
the first time (as .Auricular Confe-ssion of 
sins is a part of the Sacrament of Penance 
instituted by our Lord), but a simple law of 
the Church, directing Christians not to allow 
a year to pass without fulfilling this already 
existing divine precept of confessing tlieir 
grievous sins. 
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DEFINITION OF THE CIIDRCH OF GOD GIVEN BY THE 
BOHEMIAN WALDENSES. 

Another change in the Waldensian doctrine, and a very 
substantial one, is the definition of the Church. They say 
(l. c. p. 240), “ That the holy Catholic Church, which they 
believe is the whole of the elect from the beginning of the 
world to its end.” But that in relation to the ministries. 
“ They believe that the holy Catholic Church is the con- 
gregation of all Ministers and people obeying the Divine 
will, and by obedience united under the same subjection 
from the beginning till the consummation of all times.” 
AVhich is in substance the definition printed by Morland in 
the Catechism, in shape of dialogue, between the Barba and 
the Infant. “ The Church of God ” (it is said there) “ com- 
prises in her substance the whole of the elect of God ; but, 
in what relates to her ministry, the Church of God com- 
prises the Ministers with the people subject to them, and 
participating in the same ministries through faith, hope, 
and charity.” 
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CATHOLIC DEFINITION OF THE CHURCH OF GOD 

ON EARTH. 

The Catholics, regarding the quoted definitions as con- 
fused as well as very gratuitous in what relates to the Church 
of God on this earth, which ought to be Visifde^ One^ 
Catholic^ or Universal and Apostolic; reject them, and thus 
define the Church of God on earth : 

“ The Church is the society of all those who profess 
the faith and the doctrine of Christ; which Church Christ, 
the Prince of Shepherds, confided to the Apostle Peter and 
his Successors “ to be ruled and governed.”* 


* EixleAn est omnium Chrhti fidem ntque doctriium projilentium universi- 
tas, qutim princeps j)Oftorum Chrisliis turn Peiro Apo-^toto turn fiujus Succfswribtis 
pascemUim tradidil atque yubernamUim. (Peter Canisius, “Christian Doctrine,’’ 
Coloniffi, 1577, p. 131). 


** The writer of thi« definition of the 
Church illuRtmtes and explains its last part 
with many authorities ; and concludes with 
that well known passage of one of the oldest 
fathers of the Cliurch, quoted and praise<l 
also by Tcrtullian, St. Irennens (“Adveraus 
Hwres.” lib. iii. cap. iii.), who says that “ It 
is necessary that all Churches, namely, all 
belierers existing in crery part of the world, 


should unite to tho Church of Rome for the 
sake of her powerful primacy, and for her 
haring kept the Tradition of the Apostles 
Ad hnne Eccleaiam propter potentiorem {alibi 
poliorem) prinripaJitatem necexee ert oirmem 
convmire Eecleriam, hoc est, eos qui sunt 
undique fideles ; in qua semper ab Us qui sunt 
undique conseirata est ea qv<t est tib Apos- 
tolis Tradilio." 
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THE TENET OF THE BOHEMIAN WALDENSES ON THE 
HOLY COMMUNION. 

“ It is necessary to receive the Holy Eucharist 
under the two kinds of bread and wine.”, (“ Rerum. 
Bohem. Script.” l. c. p. 250).” 


CATHOLIC DOCTRINE. 

It is not commanded, nor necessary, that laymen 
should receive the Holy Communion under the two 
kinds of bread and wine.® 


** Tho Buhcmiftn Wiildenso* supported 
I heir aMortioD by that passage of the Gospel 
ill which it is said, that without entinc the 
flesh and drinking the blood of the l^rd, we 
shall not hare life in us. 

** While admitting that at tho lH>giiining 
of Christianity, laymen receivcil generally 
tho communion under the two kinds of bread 
and wine, when thty .assisted at the celebra- 
tion of the Holy mysteries; the Catholics, in 
support of their doctrine, make tho following 
remarks: — 1#/, That even in the Priniitiro 
Church, the Holy Communion, when not ad- 
ministered to those present at the time of 
the celebration of the Holy mysteries, was 
given under tho kind of bread alone, not only 
to the laity, but also to tlic Pricsta and 
Bishops. 2nd, Tliat ns our .Saviour assumed 
our human nature, soul and body, in unity 
of His Divine Person, and as His living body 
is undivided from His Divine blood ; to re- 
ceive the communion under one kind (say of 


broad) alone is to receive at the same time 
His hloo<l. 3rd, That, in consequence, an 
equal gmcu is given to those who receive our 
Lord under the two kinds, or under the kind 
of brend alone, if they arc equally well disposed 
in their souls. 4th, That to give the com- 
munion under the two kinds, or under tho 
kind of bread alone, is a matter loft to the 
discretion of the Church, as is tho case with 
all other practices which do not pertain to 
tho substance of Sacraments (sc>e the “Coun- 
cil of Trent,” boss. 21, ch. i., and segq.). 
For those reasons, the Catholics conclude 
that it is not necessary to receive the Holy 
Eucharist under tho two kinds of bread and 
wine ; and that the Church had and has the 
lawful power to prescribe to tho laity, and to 
tho Priests and Bishops, when they are not 
themselves celebrating the Holy Mysteries, 
to receive the communion under the kind of 
bread alone. 


OF THE WALDENSES. 
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§ 4 . 

THE TENET OF THE BOHEMIAN WALDENSES ON 
TRANSUBSTANTIATION. 

“ The Bohemian Waldenses rejected admittance 
to the word ‘Transubstantiation’ in reference to the 
Mystery of Eucharisty.” (“Rerum Bohem. Script.” 
L. c. p. 264).®® 


CATHOLIC STATEMENT ON THE SAME. 

The doctrine expressed by the word “ Transub- 
stantiation ” is founded on the written and the tra- 
ditional Word of God, and has been always believed 
in the Church.^® 


® The word Transuftsfanliitlton, adopted 
by that (>eneml Council of Lateran, under 
Innocent III. — by wbich tho Waldcnac* wore 
condemned in 1215 — was rejected by the 
Bohemian Waldenses, after having adopUnl 
with Wickliff the tenet that the substance 
of bread and wine remains in the Eucharist 
after the words of consecration, ns tho 
Lutherans also diil afterwards. Yet the 
same Bohemian Waldenses, in this confession 
of faith, still a<lmit in some degree the rt“al 
presence of the biuly of Christ in tho 
Eucharist, as api)ears from the following 
words (l. C. pag. 2<>1) : “ Dicimus autem el 
fimplicitrr confitemur quod nofds tsl unii.i 
Drus ft units Dominus Jesus Chrislus, el 
quod est in Stirrnmrnto cum sun natundi 
corfwre talis sed prraiiam cxistcntinm quam 
in de-rtris Dei, el ad/ilic dirimus quod est 
eliam cum came spiritali.” 

Tho doctrine of the. Catholic Church 
expressisl by the word Transubstanliatinn, 
is this, that when a duly consecrated IViest 
pronounces officially the words of cons<‘cra- 
tion on the brea<l an<l wine, then, by the 
power of the .Almighty, the substance of tho 
bread and of the wine is changed into the 
substance of tho bo<ly and blood of Christ, 
notwithstanding the outline, and form, and 
taste of bread and wine remaining un- 
change<l. And this doctrine is derived both 
from tho Evangelists, and from tho sayings 


of St. Paul (ad Cor. Ep. 1), and is ex- 
plainetl by the old Fathers of the Church. 
I will (piuto here, a.s an instance, the ex- 
pressions of St. Cyrill of Jerusalem (“ Cat. 4 
AIyst.ag.”) ; “ When Christ himself thus 
affinns and says of the bread, * This is my 
body,’ who is there afterwards who should 
dare to Ijc doubtful? Once he changed tho 
water into wine by his holy will, and is it 
not right to believe him, that he had changed 
the wine into blood? Thert'fore, let us re- 
ceive the bo<ly and blood of Chri.st with all 
certainty. Because, under tho species of 
brea<l, is given his body to you, and under 
the species of wine, is given to you his 
blood. Keep it as most certain that the 
bread which we see is not bread, though to 
our ta.«te it seems bread, but it is the bo<Iy 
of Christ ; ami the wine which we s«re, 
though to tho taste ap|K-nrs to l>e wine, it is 
not wine, but it is the blood of Christ.'* 
Quare cum omni ccrliludine corpus ft 
siiiiyuinem Cliristi sumamus. ^'am sub 
specie panis datur tibi corpus, el sub sjH cie 
rini datur sanguis . . . Pro certissimo btibeas 
panrm hunc qui ridetur a nobi.e non esse 
panrm, ctiamsi gustus panem esse sentiat, sed 
esse corpus Cbrisli, el cinum quod a nobis 
conspicitur, tametsi sensui gustus rinum esse 
rideutur, non tamen rinum, sed sanguintm 
esse Cbrisli. 


K 


Digitized by Googie 


180 


THE WALDENSE8. 


CONCLUSION. 

T has been clearly proved, by means of undeniable 
authorities, that the Waldenses had their first 
origin in the second half of the twelfth century, 
and that Peter of Vaud, the rich merchant of Lyons, was 
their founder; that the persecutions endured by the Wal- 
denses in Piemont were chiefly caused by their transgressing 
the laws of the country and the orders of their civil rulers ; 
that the barbarities described by an unfaithful historian, and 
on his authority published by other writers, as perpetrated 
against them in the year 1655, are all mere inventions of a 
deceiver; and that the religious opinions adopted by the 
same Waldenses, after separating from the U niversal Church, 
are not the doctrines taught by our Lord or his Apostles, 
The gentle reader, who has seen and perused this little 
volume, not commendable indeed for its elocution and style, 
but yet entitled to some consideration on account of the 
authorities and documents herein contained, will, I hope, 
take now the trouble to cast his eyes again on my pre- 
face, and compare the established historical facts with the 
unwarranted assertions related there to have been made 
at a meeting held last year at the London residence of a 
noble Duke. In making this comparison, he will be sur- 
prised at seeing the old saying confirmed, that “ There is 
nothing so clear and certain that may not be easily dis- 
torted by false assertions and sophistries.” In fact, none of 
those bold assertions there made, can stand when brought 
face to face with the real facts. Every proposition stated 
there is not only incorrect, but has not any foundation of 
truth. It is not true that the “ Waldenses had guarded 
the primitive Christianity of the Apostles for at least six- 
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teen hundred years.” They appeared the first time only 
six hundred years ago. It is not true, that “ The beginning 
of their belief is unknown.” By a great number of con- 
temporaries it is proved that they separated from the 
Universal Church, of whom they were children, in the second 
half of the twelfth century. And, setting aside the other 
assertions respecting their doctrines and sufferings, so fully 
contradicted in the second and third parts, it is not true 
that Irenceus, the glorious Bishop and Martyr of Lyons, 
“ Had founded in the second century a Church for the Wal- 
denses.” They did not exist until ten centuries after his 
time. That St. Irenaeus, the champion of the Apostolical 
succession of the Roman Bontifts, the assertor of the Tradi- 
tions of the Church, tlie conqueror of all heresies, can be 
stated to have founded a Church for those who resisted the 
Roman Church, rejected the Traditions of the ancient 
Fathers, and held doctrines characterized as heretical by 
the same Church, is most intolerable and calumnious. 

The labour I have undergone in collecting and putting 
in order and commenting upon the documents published, 
many of them for the first time, in this volume, will not be 
despised, I hope, by those learned men who, being free from 
prejudiced opinions, will be glad to see some better light 
shining upon the Waldcnsian origin and facts. These facts 
have too often been distorted and misrepresented, on ac- 
count of the narrative of John Leger being taken as a true 
historical statement. It will be a full reward to me, and 
will cause me to forget the tediousness of my labour, if 
these persons will judge that I have not lost my time, 
and am giving to the public a volume not altogether un- 
profitable. 

Before ending I cannot disguise my fear in relation to 
another class of persons, who have the idea deeply rooted 
in their mind that the Waldenses are the link of the golden 
chain connecting the Protestants and new Reformers with 
the Apostles and disciples of the Primitive Church. When 
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hearing of a book which shows clearly that the imaginary 
link does not exist, and that the Apostolical origin, the 
innocent conduct, and the pure doctrine of the old AVul- 
denses cannot be maintained ; they will, perhaps, rise uj> 
against my little work. I can well imagine that some of 
this class will at least say that this publication is only good 
for mischief ; that it is contrary to the persuasion of all the 
good friends of the Vaudois; and that it would have been 
much better to have left matters as they stood for centuries. 
Such persons may be compared to that man mentioned by 
Horace, who, instead of being grateful to his friends for 
having restored him to his senses, reproached them in these 
words: “By Jove! you have killed and not saved mo, 
friends, by taking thus forcibly away my pleasure and the 
most pleasing rambling of my mind.”* 

I conclude by sa} ing to those, who are more influenced 
by party spirit than by a love of truth, that no objection 
against this poor volume will be conclusive, if the Docu- 
ments brought forward here are not proved to be false. 


• Pol ! vie occulhii-t, amici, 

Non .leri'deli.i, ait ; cut sic extort a niliiptas, 

El ilemjitus jvr vim mentis i/ratissimus error, 

(Hor. Epistol. lib. ii. ep, ii. ad Julium Florum.) 
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CTS, Public of Picmont, 
curliest iu which the 
Waldcuscs are uumcd, 
U. 

Alms sent to the Wal- 
dcnscs from England iu 1655, to • 
the amouut of X7500, note 4^ p. 60. 



BARn.\, name given by the Waldcn- 
ses to their sjiiritual rulers in Pic- ' 
mont, and why, 42 . 

Bellavilla (do). See Borbouo. 

Boles Mayus, or Belesmanis, or Bo- , 
Ic.smanis, Archbishop of Lyons, I 
exiles the Waldonses from his dis- i 
trict, note 6, pji. 3, 12, 13, 14, 89, 
Bernard, Abbot of Chaude Fontaine, 
writer against the Waldensesalmut ' 
the year 1200 ; 14, 16. ! 

Archbishop of Narbonne, ; 

condemns the Waldonses as here- j 
tics, according to tho sentence of | 
Kaymundns de Doventria, 14, 15. 1 

Primo, formerly a Waldensis, ' 

united to the Catholic Church, and | 
chief of a religious society approved , 
by Popo Alexander III., in 1210, ! 

sa ■ • I 

Bianchi, a criminal condemuod to I 
death, quoted by J, Loger, as con- | 
firming the details of his narrative, ' 

72. 


Blessings. See Consecration. 

Borlmno, or do Bella Villa F. Stevan, 
a preacher of the Dominican order, 
author of a book on the gifts of tho 
Holy Ghost, a 

his interesting account of tho 

origin of tho Waldonses, 10, 14. 

Bradshaw, Henry, Librarian of the 
University of Cambridge, discoverer 


I 


of tho long lost Waldensian manu- 
scripts, preface; 

his statement on the true dates 

of the same, 53, 54. 

Brethren of Our Lord, tho so-called, 
his cousins, note 43, p. Oa 

Ca.sixi.s’ (Dc) Samuel, opinions on the 
Waldonses, 31, 32. 

Champion (Rev. Edmund) view of 
tho antiquity of tho Waldonses, 
32,33. 

Churdi (The) of God, failure of, under 
Pope Sylvester, asserted by tho 
Waldonses, 8, 101. 

denied by the Catholics, note 44. 

p.102. 

definition of, according to the 

Bohemian Waldenses, and accord- 
ing to the Catholics, note 60, p. 127. 

Claudius, Bishop of Turin, an icon- 
oclast, had no followers — blamed 
by his contemporaries, dishonoured 
in his remains, 45, 46. 

Communion nndcr the two kinds, 
opinion of the Waldonses and Ca- 
tholics concerning, notes 67, 68, p. 
128. 

Condemnation (the first principal) of 
tho Waldonses, note L P- a 

Confession (Auricular), denied by tho 
Bohemian Waldenses, andconfessed 
necessary by the Catholics, notes 
64. 65. p. 125. 

(Sacramental), doctrine of, ac- 
cording to tho Waldenses and the 
Catholics, notes 51, 52, p. ILL 

Consecration and Blessing, opinions 
of tho Waldenses, 106, and Catho- 
lics concerning, note 48, p. 107. 

Constantine the Great, did not leave 
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the Western empire to Pope Syl- 
vester, note 33, p. 49. 

Cromwell, the Protector, oOers to 
transplant the Waldeusos to Ire- , 
land, 70. 


Dates of the earliest public acta of 
Piomont in which the Waldonses 
are named, 44. 

(false), assigned by Leger and 

his followers to the oldest Waldcn- 
sian manuscripts, 52, 

the real, of the same manuscripts, 

^54 

proved, proofs from the contents 

of the Wuldensian manuscripts, 
54-57. 

Doctrikes (religious) of the Walden- 


ses ; — 

do not contain many errors at- j 

tributod to them by mistake, 87. 

not at first at variance with the 

doctrines of the Catholic Church, 
88: afterwards some of their doc- 
trines opix)sod to the teaching of 
the Church, 89. 

did not originally profess many 

doctrines afterwards adopted from 
Calvin, 90. 

profession of faith presented to i 

the Senate of Turin, 9()-91. 

reproaclied for their religious , 

changes, by M. A. Rorongo, 91j od- | 
mitted at first, like the Catholics, i 
the whole of the Bible, 93, 94; the | 
Seven Sacraments, 95, Mj the 
honour duo to the Virgin Mary, 
97, 98; the confession of sins, 98 ; 
the necessity of good works : — 
chastity — the indissolubility of 
marriage, 98, 99. 

Church, 

Communion. 

Confessions and confessing 
sins. 


See 


Consecration. 

Fasting. 

Holy daj’S. 

Images and relics. 
Indnlgences. 

Lay magistrates. 
Lies, 

Lord’s Prayer, 
Murders. 


Oaths. 

Pope and Priests. 

Preaching. 

See Purgatory. 

Saints. 

Scriptures. 
Transubstautiation. 

Document (the oldest public) in which 
the Waldensos are mentioned, 43. 

Dubravins (John, Bishop of Olmutz), 
his opinion of the character of 
Peter Waldensis, 4L 

Dungalius writes against Claudius, 
Bishop of Turin, 

Durandus of llncsca, formerly a mas- 
ter of Waldism, in Milan, united 
to the Catholic Church with many 
followers, 89. 

his Society approved in 1208, by 

Alexander III., 89. 


E.VE.C5 Sylvius. See Piccolomini. 

Engraving representing the alleged 
massacres of the Waldcuses. See 
Massacres. 

Ej)och (the) of the beginning of the 
Waldensian sect, confirmed by the 
Waldensian manuscripts, note 37, 
p. 5L See Origin and Dates. 


Fasting, the Waldenses deny the ne- 
cessity of, and the Catholics main- 
tain it, 117. 

Fcrreri (St. Vincent), preaches in the 
valley of Angrogna, note ^ p. 3L 


Hermits of St. Augustin, the two 
Societies of Bernardo Primo and 
of Durandus of Hue.sca incorpo- 
rated with, in 1256, 89. 

Histoire veritable of the Vaudois, in 
the King’s Library of Turin ; its 
author's opinion on John Leger, 
75, 76,82. 

Holy days of obligation not admitted 
by the Waldenses, except Sundays ; 
contrary opinion of Catholics, 
117. 

Huss (John), Sec Wickliff. 

Images of Saints. See Relics. 

Indulgences condemned by the Wal- 
denses upheld by Catholics, note 
^ 60 ,p. im 

Innocent the Eighth; his letter con- 


INDEX. 


135 


cerniiig the crimee of the Wal- 
dcusos, 64. 

lunocont theThird coademus the Wal- 
donscs, note ^ p. 43. 

Ireland, a part of, offered to the 
Waldensos of Piomont by Crom- 
well, note 41, p. 70. 

IronsDus, St., wrongly stated to have 
built a church to the Waldonscs, 
Conclusion. 

Irish regiment, none with the mi- 
nister Pianezza in 1655 ; 70, 7L 

Ja 3LES, Bishop of Turin ; his applica- 
tion to the Emperor Otho for 
assistance in driving away the 
Waldcnscs, note 28. p. 42. 

Joseph, chastity of St., asserted by 
the Waldenses, 99. 

Lay Magistrates, views of the Wal- 
denses concerning their power, &c., 
122. 123. 

Leger, Anthony, uncle of John, retires 
to Geneva, condemned to death, 59. 
60, 6L 

Leger, John, caution respecting, 59. 

his character, given by Guisher- 

non, 59. 

by the author of the “ Histoiro 

Veritable,” 60. 

perverts the order of Maria 

Christina, 6L 

deceives Morland — forges dates of 

the Waldensian MSS. — his mis- 
statements — condemned to death 
for high treason, 62. 

sentence upon him, 63. 

his details of cruelties compared | 

with the real dojxjsitions, 73 to 
83. 

his erroneous interpretations of 

the statements of Rciuerius Sacco 
— of Pilichdorff — of Archbishop 
Seyssell — Samuel do Casinis — 
Ed. Champion — Prior Borongo — 
Rev. T. Belvedere, 62, See also 
Bianchi and Mondone. 

Leo in the time of Constantino — re- 
puted facts concerning him mere 
fables, 27, 2^ 29, 45, 46, 49. 

Lies, view of the Waldenses concern- 
ing, and of the Catholics, note 55, 
66, p. 113, 


Lingard’s sketch about the facts of 
the year 1655 ; 68 to 7L 

Lord’s Prayer, the doctrine of the 
Waldenses as to; of the Catholics, 
note 45, p. 103. 

Louis the Pious, causes many eccle- 
siastics to write against Claudius, 
bishop of Turin, 46. 

Lucius III., Pope, condemned the 
Waldenses, in 1184, at Verona; 
his words, notes 7 and 8, See also 
Monasticr, 16. 

Manuscripts, the extant Waldensian, 
true antiquity of, note 37, p. 5L 

MajMJS or Ma{x;us, Walter; his state- 
ment about the Waldenses ; his 
work, “ De Nugis Curialium,” in 
Rome at the third Council of Late- 
rau, note 25, pp. 34, 88. 

Massacres, the supposed, described 
by Leger, first published with en- 
gravings by Morland, republished 
twenty-two years after by Leger, 
with the same engravings, com- 
pared with the real depositions, 71 
to 83. 

Mondone, quoted by Leger as having 
received the depositions of the de- 
tails of the supix>scd massacres in 
his quality of a public notary, not 
a notaiy then, and declared not to 

I have received any depositions, 72. 

I Monastier, Anthony; his statement 
alx>ut the Pope Lucius the Second 
proved erroneous, note 39, p. 56, 
57. 

Moneta, Von. Father, flourished in 
1230, professor of philosophy — be- 
came a Dominican — wrote “ Contra 
Catharos et Valdenscs ” in 1244 — 
Vicar of St. Dominic in Milan-^ 
evidence on the Origin of the Wal- 
deuses — his arguments against 
some Waldensian tenets, 4 to 9. 
Morland, Sir Samuel, misinformed 
and misled by Leger in relation to 
the Waldensian facts, 52. 

his “ History of the Evangelical 

Church” may be regarded as the 
first edition of Leger — bis cha- 
racter defended, 53j sent by Crom- 
well to Turin, and entert^ned in 
Turin at the Duke's expense, 70. 
deposits the MSS. relating to 
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the descriptions of tiie cruelties of 
1655 in the Cambridge Library, 12. 

his letter to Thurloe, ifS. 

his tninshitiou of a IValdcnsiau 

])O8Bng0, SI. 

Moscheim, statement of, that Peter of 
Vaud or Vaux is the founder of the 
Waldeiisee, blamed by the English 
translator, 4^ 48. 

Murders, iMirticulars of, related by 
J. Leger j>roved iucousistout. Seo j 
Massacres. i 

doctrines of the Waldenscs, 122, | 

and of the Catholics, concerning, , 
123. 

Neaxder, Dr. Augttstus, derives the 
sect of the Waldensos from Peter 
Waldus, ^ 

Nobla Ley<;on, La, two MSS. of, exist- 
ing in the librarj- of the University 
of Cambridge do not sujiport the 
antiquity of the Waldensian sect 
stated by Leger — description of, 
52 to 52. 

])hntograph and lithograph of, 

Frontisjtiece, 58. 

Oaths, doctrine of the Waldenscs as 
to, notes 53, 54, p. 112; of the Ca- 
tholic.s, ib. 

Obedience to lay magistrates not al- 
ways denied by the Waldenscs, 122. 

Catholic teaching about the 

same, 123. 

Opinions. Sm Religions Opinions. 

Origin of the Waldenses, note 3, pp.2. 



Paintings. See Relics. 

Perrin derives the Vaudois from 
Peter Valdo, 47, 

has not translated faithfully the 

Waldensian MSS., 116. 

his history the offspring of the 

French Protestant Church, 97. 

Persecution of the Waldenscs in Pio- 
mout; why they were persecuted, 
63, 64, 65, 66, 67, 68, 84, 85. 

details of facts relating to the 

persecution of 1655 ; 69, 76. 

Piauezza, Marquis of, fought against 
the Waldenses, 69. 

Piccolomiui’s, Eneas Sylvias, state- 


ment does not confirm the false 
antiquity of the Waldenses, 30. 

Pilichdorfl', Peter, S. T. P.; 0 ]x>ch of 
his writing on the W aldcnscs, and 
various ilSS. of his work, 26. 

true version of a j>a.S8agc from, 

unfaithfully quoted by Ijogcr and 
others, 2L 

mistake in the miswritten num- 
ber of years corrected, 22. 

Pojie (the Pope of Rome) called an 
heresiarch by the Waldenscs; re- 
spected by the Catholics as the 
Primate and Chief of the Church of 
God, 108, 169. 

Preaching, public, permitted to every- 
body, according to the Waldenses, 
not according to Catholics, note 50. 
p.im 

Priests, when wicked, have no au- 
thority, according to the Wal- 
deuses, 108; according to the Ca- 
tholics, their authority dejicnds only 
Ujion their ordination, note 49, p. 
169, 

Purgatory, the, regarded by the Wal- 
denscs as an invention of the sixth 
century, 114. 

by Catholics maintained to bo an 

article of old Christian faith, notes 
5L 58, p.U5 

Ratuundus he Deientria. Seo Ber- 
nard, Archb. of Narbouue. 

Records of public men provnng the 
rebellion of the Waldenscs, 84, 

Reinerius Sacco, from being bishop 
of heretics, became a Dominican, 
and defender of the Catholic faith. 

notices about the MSS. of his 

works, note 9, p. 17. 

passage of his work miscoustrued 

by Leger and others. 

derives the Waldenscs from the 

merchant of Lyons. 

date of his writing, 18, 19. 

Relics, ])aintings,and images of Saints, 
views of the Waldenses respecting, 
note 62, p. 126; of the Catholics, 
note 63, p. 121. 

Richard of Cluny, writer of the lives 
of Popes Alexander III. and Inno- 
cent III., L 

his statement about PctcrWaldus 
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as foandcr of tho Woldensian 
sect in tho year 1170; 2. 

Korengo (Rev, Mark Aurolius, Count 
of Lucerne, falsely quoted by Legor 
and Morland), doos not confirtn but 
destroys their assertions ; disproves 
the boasted antiquity and ancient 
succession of the Waldeuses, 33, 3^ 
‘1T>, 30. 

Sacco. Seo Reinorius Sacco. 

Saints (the) according to tho Wal- 
donscs, are not to be invoked, 118. 
Catholic doctrine on tho same sub- 
ject, note fU, p. 119. 

Scriptures (tho Holy) alone, according 
to the Waldeuses, sutficieiit for sal- 
vation, note p. lU-t; by the Ca- 
tholics not deemed sufficient without 
the Tradition of the Chnroh, note 

47, p. lOo. 

Sects at Milan in tho middle of tho 
thirteenth centurj’, number of, llL 

Seyssell, Archbishop of IMrin, his 
testimony as to the antiquity of 
tho Waldeiisiaii sect in his diocese, 
note 20, pp. 25, 2tL 
i9ee also Leo. 

Sims (the Rev. Thomas), his very in- 
genious and tine remarks on tho 
supjwscd date of La Nobla Loyijon, 
55, 5d. 

Traditions (tho Apostolical) held by 
tho Catholic Church, note 47, p. IM. 

Translation and transcription of part 
of tho Bible in tho vernacular lan- 
guage by two priests, by desire of 1 
Peter Waldeusis, IL 

Trausubstantiatiou, doctrine of the 
Waldonses as to; of tho Catholics, ’ 
notes 59, 7Q, p. 129. 

Waldensls, or de Vaudia, or Vaudois, 
or Valdo (Peter) : 

his birthplace and dwelling- 

house, note 2, pp. 2, 27. j 

caused j»rt of the Bible to lie J 

translated by two firiosts, 2, IL 

author of tho Waldensian sect, 

notes 20, 35, pp. 2, 5, 8, W, 16. 19, 
23,26,27,35, 38, 39, 40, 4L47, 

48, 50,5L 


Ilia riches and leaniing, 2, IL 19, 

j his preaching, 12, 28, 29. 

his change of life, note H, pp. 3? 

13,19,4L 

i restrained from preaching — 

exiled and excommunicated, or con- 
demned, notes L 7, 8, pp- 3. 12. 16, 
20 , 2 L 28 . 

educated in the Catholic Church 

with his first followers, 40. 
Vallenses, or Valdenses (the namoof), 
given by two old writers to tho fol- 
^ lowers of Peter do Vaudia, false de- 
rivation of, 15, 16. 

V'irgin Marj', views of tho Waldeuses 
! concerning, 99. 

Waldexsrs (The) : 

founded by Peter Waldeusis, 2, 5, 

10. 30, 41, 47. 

origin proved by the Waldensian 

MSS. 48, 5L 57. 

not tho successors of the 

A{x)stlcs, 6, 7. 

date when they were restrained 

or condemned, note L pp. 2, 3. 

why called Poor of Lyons, 10. 

ap])carancc of holiness, and their 

disguises, 13, 14, 25. 

did not exist in the time of Po|m; 

Silvester, 22. 

their derivation from a certain 

Leo at tho time of Constantine the 
Groat, a fable, 26. 27. 23. ‘29. 

were not in existence at the time 

of Claudius, Bishop of Turin, 45, 
46. 

spread over the mountains of 

Dauphiny, and. many years after- 
wards, into different |wrts of the 
world, 34, 35. 

not in Piemont Ijcfore the end 

of the twelfth ceuturj’, 37. 38. 

approximate date of their going 

into Piemont, 26, 4L 43. 

their conduct there at first, 42. 

so named when they went into 

Piemont, 43. 

were not in Piemont liefore the 

time of Peter W'aldo, 43, 44. 

punished in Piemont for their 

rebellions and crimes, 63, 67. 

confess their guilt in a public 

jietition, 67, 68. 
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INDEX. 


ManuscriptK. 

Murders. 

See Vcrsecutious (of the). 

Kcligious Doctrines (of the). 
Records (of the). 

Walter Ma]>«:s. See Mapes. 

War in Piemont, number of killed in, 
40, 43, BL 


' Wicklilf and Huas (John), followers 
of the old Waldenses, 124. 

Writers (the) of the Waldenaian facts 
not blameable for their miS'State- 
raents, being deceived by Leger,53. 

Writers and books (a list of) consnlted 
; by the Author — Preface. 
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